
          Mar. 14-15, 2020 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

Things with the Covid-19 virus are starting to look more serious than some had hoped.  Italy is facing 

a huge mess as the virus has taken a serious hold on their part of the world.  Like with the flu, the 

scariest situations are with our senior centers.  One in the state of Washington has already had 19 

deaths.  The problem is how much easier it seems to spread.  This makes my decision to pass on Holy 

Water at the doors of church a good idea.  The good news is that I did just bless a whole new batch so 

you can always take some home for your own use.  I also want to thank all of those of you who are 

switching from receiving communion on your tongue.  Since the virus is respiratory, the mouth is a 

main channel for its spread.  For those of you who still think this is silly, realize that I could end up 

being one of the first people in the parish to have the disease.  Being quarantined for a couple weeks 

would probably be a miserable comparison to a two-week cruise, but it would probably mean you 

would all be going to Mass somewhere else for a while.   
 

I have the box for palms from previous years in the narthex of the church near the baptistry.  And still 

another reminder is that I am in the confessional on Thursday evenings during Lent from 5:30-

6:30pm.   
 

The Bible Study is going well.  We have a lot of participants.  Just a reminder, the notes for the class 

are on the parish website: www.stmomaha.org.  click on Bible Study and find the lesson you want.  I 

give my notes on all of the readings that we have gone through.  They are actually a little more 

thorough in some areas than the class.  For instance, because of time limitations, I may move through 

some of the psalms fairly quickly.  The notes will still cover my thoughts on them as I was reading 

them, so you can fill in some details with their help.  But the most important thing is reading the 

Bible, not my notes.  My notes, without having read the chapters, will make little sense. 
 

Just a heads-up, next Sunday is 1st Communion.  Those of you with select seats at the 10:30 Mass will 

have to adjust.  We have about 50 children receiving the body and blood of Jesus for the first time.  

The church will be crowded for that Mass.  I hope that it gives you a feeling of what it was like in the 

good old days.  
 

The Parish Mission will also start next Sunday.  It will be in the church from 7-8pm from Sunday 

through Tuesday, 3/22-24.  I will be the presenter.  I gave this same mission at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Parish last year and it went great.  There will be some high school students and adults to watch young 

children in the gym.  But you should realize by now that my homilies are all pretty much geared to 

children of all ages anyway, so most kids would probably enjoy the presentations.  The topic is also 

the title of a book that I have available called, Kingdom: The Word We No Longer See.  I happen to be 

the author.  What I will attempt to do it in this mission, is to wrap all the different aspects of faith 

together, so that they hold together during tough situations.  The alternative has happened for many 

people, which is to have the pieces fall apart when they are challenged. 
 

God bless you, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 

http://www.stmomaha.org/

