
          Mar. 28-29, 2020 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
  

How are you adjusting?  It is hard to imagine that it has only been two weeks since the last 

public Mass at STM.  It has been less than two weeks that we have been without school, 

organized sports, and for some, hanging out at places like restaurants or bars.  This feels like 

January when things can get canceled because of the weather and we stay at home until the 

streets are plowed.  But it is not January.  It is the end of March and the sun has come out 

occasionally and it is not just a day or two, it has been two weeks.  So, have you adjusted, for 

we might have another month of this?   
 

Each of us are in different situations.  Some of the elderly of our parish have been in this 

situation for a while.  Others might be feeling a little like these parishioners who have been 

homebound for years, trying to keep track of what day it is.  Missing things because we don’t 

have our routine to help us keep track.  When this is over, I hope everyone has a better idea of 

what it is like for many of our senior parishioners. 
 

Some of your lives are more chaotic because the family is actually together for more than a few 

minutes a day.  It was about 25 years ago that a survey said that the average dad spent about 

ten minutes per day interacting with his children.  Now there is more time to interact.  How is it 

going?  Have you been noticing any differences in how the children are behaving?  Is your 

behavior different?  Some of you are still putting in long hours at work.  This is surely the case 

with our healthcare workers.  This specific group probably has more stress than usual.  I don’t 

know other than what I have heard on TV.   
 

The reality is that in two weeks our lives have changed fairly drastically.  Things we thought 

were secure have failed.  Even the things of the Church are different.  For many having a Mass 

that fit into a tight schedule, gave them an hour to find a little peace from that busy schedule.  

It was just a month ago that some of the people in the local parishes, were getting ready for a 

struggle to see which parish would get the most prime Mass times if we had parishes clustered 

under less priests.  Now some of those same people would just be happy to have a Mass to 

attend, for there aren’t any. 
 

All we have are Masses on TV or on our computer.  It wasn’t very long ago that I joked in my 

homily about having automated God machines that you could drive by in order to pick up 

communion, just like you might drive by an ATM to pick up some cash.  These are things that 

we need to think about as God allows us to have this time to reflect.  What is really important 

to each of us?  If things went back to “normal,” would you adjust anything from what you 

learned?  Some people have to have a near death experience to adjust their lives.  What will it 

take for the rest of us? 
 

God bless you, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


