
          Mar. 7-8, 2020 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

I have some quick bits of information for you this week.  The first is in terms of the Covid-19 virus that 

has everyone nervous.  The Archbishop suggested that we discontinue the sign of peace until things 

settle down.  If you have someone that you want to offer the sign of peace, I suggest that you do like 

in the old TV show, The Wackiest Ship in the Army, and “wave and smile.”  At his suggestion, we will 

also keep distributing Communion only under the form of bread, so we won’t distribute the Precious 

Blood with the chalice.   
 

Those are his suggestions.  I have a few of my own.  I have been tempted to have bleach added to the 

holy water occasionally, because if people aren’t conscious of that risk, we would have another 

problem.  Other dioceses have also warned about the reception of Communion on the tongue.  It will 

be interesting to see what happens in Rome.  They usually only have Communion on the tongue.  Italy 

is one of the countries that is hard hit by the virus.  I am not banning Communion on the tongue, but I 

do want you to realize that it creates far more problems with spreading germs than that of 

Communion in the hand.  God does not guarantee that the host will not transmit a virus.  As one 

radio person pointed out as an extreme case, if a host had poison on it, we would still receive the 

Body of Christ, but we would also be poisoned. 
 

As we get closer to Palm (Passion) Sunday, you can start collecting the old blessed palms in your 

house, to bring to church, to be burned for next year’s ashes. 
 

Another reminder is that I am in the confessional on Thursday evenings during Lent from 5:30-

6:30pm.  As I have mentioned to people before, Confession is like the old political phrase in Chicago, 

which was “Vote early, vote often.”  Go to Confession early and go often. 
 

More Di Gras is coming up soon, March 14.  That is next Saturday for those of you who are calendar 

challenged.  This weekend after Masses is your last chance to get tickets.  This is a fundraiser that we 

have to raise funds for things that aren’t in the budget.  This year it is to hire an architect to draw up a 

plan with options for one of the last expansions of our parish facilities.  When the school enrollment 

was down a few years ago, there was not problem using the cafeteria for a social hall.  With the 

enrollment high again, this doesn’t work.  We want to know the feasibility of converting the gym into 

a few more classrooms, a parish office or two, and a modest social hall.  Then we would build a gym 

south of the school building.  These are ideas that sound good to some and scary to others.  Without 

knowing what exactly it would take, it is hard to decide whether to move forward or drop those 

plans.  We hope to raise $20,000 for this purpose.  As far as I know, the raffle tickets are all sold, but 

there is still room for more people to attend.  Tickets are $80. 
 

And last but not least, the Parish Mission is in two weeks.  I hope you have it on your calendar.  It will 

be from 7-8pm from Sunday through Tuesday, 3/22-24, in the church.  I will be the presenter.  I gave 

this same mission at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish last year and it went great. 

God bless you, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


