
          May 9-10, 2020 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

Happy Mother’s Day!  I hope everyone is doing the most important act of love there is for your mother, 

praying her into heaven.  This is different than the tactic that seems to be used far too often, which is 

help shorten their time in Purgatory by giving them many things to “offer up.”  I’m sure you can figure 

out the difference. 
 

I saw people this past week.  Actually, I have seen a few here and there these last two months, but this 

was at daily Mass.  It was awesome.  We have had some daily Masses at STM this week.  Pre-virus we 

would have 45-55 for a 7am Mass.  At this time, we are having 40-45.  Everyone seems to be following 

the rules, so it is going very well.  The 5:30pm Masses on Tuesday and Thursday are not as familiar to our 

parish so we are getting around 15-20.  We disinfect after the Masses so everyone should be safe.  It is 

truly a taste of normalcy in this very different environment.  I do have one request for daily Mass goers.  

Please leave you pew kneeler down when you leave Mass.  That will tell those who are disinfecting that 

someone was there so they don’t have to do spots that are unnecessary as thoroughly. 
 

The true test of our system will be the coming weekend Masses.  If everyone behaves like normal, I will 

know that I have failed.  Normal is shaking hands, crowding together in packs before and after Mass, 

moving around for the Sign of Peace, holding hands for the Lord’s Prayer.  If those start happening 

during this weekend’s Masses, I will be yelling out warnings.  It is not yet time for any of these.  Social 

distancing Masses are not a first for the Catholic Church.  Daily Masses in most parishes are geared very 

much like a social distancing Mass.  People are focused on having a little time with the Lord.  They are 

not there for socializing.  Maybe that is because so many of them are so early in the morning.  Sorry, 

that is a personal feeling.  After all these years, I still hate mornings.  I still dream of starting a monastery 

for night people.  With this virus in effect, I may just have to think more in terms of an isolated place for 

me as a hermit. 
 

But our return to weekend Masses are our chance to reconnect with the Lord in this incredible way that 

He has given us.  It surpasses all our other connections with the Lord short of heaven.  For now, we have 

to focus on that and leave the socializing with each other to ZOOM or something like that.  For many of 

you, Spiritual Communions with the Lord will still have to be your best connection with the Lord for now. 
 

It doesn’t look like Confirmation will be on Pentecost, which would be on May 31st.  No one has come up 

with a way to accomplish this with the rules we are currently observing.  Putting Sacred Chrism, from the 

same container, on the heads of all those being confirmed is what the governor describes as passing 

something from one person to another.  I will keep you informed.  Just don’t hold your breath while 

waiting.   
 

For the last two weeks I have been trying to explain the limitations of socialism and capitalism.  This 

should make you wonder what is left?  It is called a Christian society, which I am sorry to say is 

something that too many people are trying to throw out.  It goes back to that line you have been hearing 

on TV and in the movies, “I believe in God, I just don’t believe in organized religion.”   
 

I will start out with the flaw of any organized religion; it will be made up of sinners.  There is no way 

around that reality.  Over the centuries of human history, we have had some doozy sinners.  This 



generation is no different.  But that doesn’t change the need for the Church that Jesus set up.  The 

alternative is a multitude of individuals acting as their own God, or at least everyone being priest, 

prophet, and king of their own spiritual life.  As Christians we have a High Priest, a fulfillment of 

prophecy, and King of kings.  It is Jesus and contrary to what people who disregard much of the New 

Testament, He set up an organized religion.  It was organized around Peter, the first pope, and the 

apostles.  It has commandments and a structure of authority.  None of the people in it are perfect, but 

they are in the place where they are working on it. 
 

If we lived in a totally Christian world, the Church could be the government.  That has never been the 

case.  We are still evangelizing.  So, the Church has to work with the governments that are around.  We 

are called to active participants, even if that simply means to be the conscience of any particular 

government.  If we are in a place with a socialist government, we have to do our best to make it more 

like a monastery, with a call to a society based on a life that constantly calls us to personal poverty.  That 

was my lesson two weeks ago.  Pope Francis is the first pope that seems to have any hope that this is 

possible.  As a Jesuit, he has lived in a community that expected a vow of poverty. 
 

Since we live in a capitalist society, we have to do our best to keep the second great commandment as 

the focus, to love our neighbor as ourselves.  As I mentioned last week, there have been many saintly 

members of the Church, who have tried to challenge government leaders to hear this message.  That 

commandment has to be our guide.  In a world of sinners, that is never easy.  The seven deadly sins keep 

getting in the way.  Greed and lust are the most visible in our generation.  The one that tops them all is 

less visible, but it is the basis of the movement against organized religion.  That one is pride.  You notice 

that when you realize that everyone is focused on I, me, mine.   
 

In setting up the Church, Jesus was trying to get us to start practicing for heaven.  The seven deadly sins 

are not allowed there.  They are the basis of hell.  Jesus is trying to teach sinners to avoid hell and strive 

for heaven.  We have to remember that every new generation starts as beginners in this process.  For 

this reason, it is important when voting to remember the basics.  That is what the Catholic voter’s guide 

is all about.  Find it by going to the USCCB (United States Council of Catholic Bishops) website and 

searching for “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.”  What I have been trying to do is get you 

ready to read that document and other Church teachings to help Catholics be a conscience to our 

government structures from local to national.   
 

One of the first and most basic things we have to acknowledge is the dignity of each human person.  

That is given to us by God, so going against it is a big problem.  Mother Teresa tried to get people back to 

this.  She helped us, by her work, to understand that we cannot just throw people away.  She taught us 

to care for people to their last breath of normal life.  But she also preached, loud and clear, that abortion 

was unacceptable.  Both lessons were for the same reason.  They disregard the basic dignity of a person, 

who has that dignity from the moment of conception to the last breath of natural death.  Again, stay 

tuned. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


