
          May 16-17, 2020 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

It has been an interesting time.  We have been having public Masses at STM for over a week.  For 

those of you who have attended, you know that it has been going well.  The weekday morning 

Masses have about 45 attendees.  The Tuesday and Thursday, 5:30pm, Masses have about 15.  The 

three weekend Masses averaged about 70 each.  After each Mass we have been having the church 

disinfected.  One of the things that we have been having people do after the weekday Masses is to 

leave the kneeler down after they leave.  This helps the cleaners know which pews to focus on.  

After the 10:30 Sunday Mass, the cleaners have used disinfecting bombs, which are especially 

effective for the whole church. 
 

Keeping the Masses as simple as possible has helped.  With the numbers as low as they have been, I 

have only been having two of us distribute communion at each Mass.  I have also tried to have the 

ushers each start at the front of the church and each go clockwise around their section and, after 

the full circle, simple dump the collection into a basket in the sanctuary.  With no deacons, only one 

seminarian as an altar server, no musicians, a simplified lector task, and everyone having an empty 

pew in front and behind them, it went very well.  I estimate that we could have easily handled twice 

as many people and we still wouldn’t have had any difficulties.  We just need to keep people 

thinking in terms of the basics of social distancing and it will stay that way. 
 

Last week I left off with a little information on the importance of understanding human dignity.  This 

seems to be a no-brainer, but it is not.  The Catholic Church teaches that our human dignity comes 

from the fact that we are created by God.  We are not junk in His eyes, so we must make sure we do 

not treat each other like junk.  That dignity starts with the moment of our creation, or our 

conception, and lasts until we are no longer in the grasp of the things of this world.  This is why the 

Church is so adamant about stopping abortion.  Amazingly, that new life in its mother’s womb, is 

important to God, so it had better be important to us.  I say amazingly, because it is hard to imagine 

that we are worth anything to God.  It is only through His Word made flesh that we can believe it.  In 

a world that is throwing out its belief in God, the dignity of a human can be redefined.  The Nazis 

and the Communists simply saw each person as valuable as a worker.  If they were not a good 

worker, they were expendable.  If you are not able to work, you had no rights in their view. 
 

The idea of human dignity is only the starting point.  Once we recognize that idea of human dignity, 

we need to recognize the structures that support it.  This also must be understood from the eyes of 

God.  Each individual is important, but because we don’t just fall from the sky as an adult, there has 

to be a support system for each child.  That is the family, a plan designed by God.  We need parents.  

We know this because that is how God chose to have us come into the world and be nurtured until 

we become those adults and continue the cycle. 
 

Once you have a multitude of families, you need institutions to keep things orderly and safe for the 

sake of those families.  That is how we end up with cities, regions, and countries.  One of the things 

that some people are currently losing track of, is the idea that this starts from the small to the large, 

and not the other way around.  What this means is that the individual’s rights come first, then 



family, then smaller to larger governments.  Next week I will be getting into the idea of how the 

concept of the common good is understood as a way to balance these levels of importance.   
 

First, I would like to point out how this system can be ruined.  Basically, it is easy.  Take God out of 

the equation.  We come from God and we are destined to end up with God.  The problem is that sin 

can keep us from reaching that destiny.  In the 1st Book of Samuel, Chapter 8, we have the Israelites 

trying to stand on their own and become an important nation.  By standing on their own, they were 

saying that they no longer wanted God as their leader.  They wanted a king.  The prophet Samuel 

tried to warn them of the dangers of this move.  He explained some of the things that a king might 

do.  “He will take your sons and assign them to his chariots and horses…  He will take the best of 

your fields, vineyards, and olive groves, and give them to his officials…”  There were more warnings 

but I hope you get the idea.  God eventually let them have Saul as their king and they got just what 

they had been warned about.  Eventually Saul was replaced by King David, who was more of a man 

after God’s own heart.  That meant David still looked to God as the ultimate boss, at least most of 

the time. 
 

It is not governments or institutions that can be like God’s own heart but individuals.  That makes 

the smaller units more likely to be turned away from sinful ways than bigger institutions.  When 

everything is going well, and everyone is following God’s lead, there is no problem.  It is sinfulness 

that ruins everything, just like in Paradise.  Since it is easier for individuals to repent and turn away 

from sin than institutions, God’s plan is to keep that primary focus on individuals.  This is done by 

following Jesus’ instruction in Mk.9:35, “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and 

the servant of all.”  This is the balance that constantly pushes to keep government power restricted. 
 

This is called subsidiarity.  Supporting families should be a priority for economic and social policies.  

Larger institutions in society should not overwhelm or interfere with smaller or local institutions.  

Yet it is acknowledged that larger institutions are essential in handling things when the more local 

institutions cannot adequately protect human dignity and advance the common good.  

Governments are there for many, many people.  For this reason, they become inefficient as they try 

to deal with things that can and should be handled by smaller systems.   
 

There is an old statement that says, “Charity should begin at home.”  This should not just be a 

matter of us taking care of our family first, before helping others.  Yes, our family is our first 

responsibility, but we should also recognize that family members know each other better than 

anyone else and are in a better position to be of help to each individual than a larger institution, 

which has to have broad policies that may not fit individual circumstances.  That is why the larger 

the institution or government, the less efficient it will be at doing most things.  But governments are 

the only things that can handle the really big projects like roads, protection from foreign powers, or 

watching out for the common good.   Greed can happen in families and create mafia type groups 

that other families can’t handle.   
 

More on this later.  Stay tuned. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor  


