
          May 2-3, 2020 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

There are so many things going on and so little solidity to any of it.  We are in a time of flux.  Many of 

you have already heard the good news.  We have the green light to start having public Masses again.  

Starting Monday, 5/4, we will have 7am Mass at STM, M-F.  Until further notice I will also have an 

8am Mass on Saturdays until the meetings start up to fill up my life again.  Also on Saturdays, I will 

have confessions like in the old days from 4-4:40pm followed by 5pm Mass.  Sunday mornings I will 

have 8am Mass, 9:10am Bible Study, and 10:30am Mass.  These are the old normal.  Instead of 

8:15am school Masses on most Tuesday and Fridays, I will have 5:30pm Mass on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays.  Yes, that is correct, it is Tuesday and Thursday, not Friday.  I will also have confessions 

from 4:45-5:15pm before those Masses on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 

I place this emphasis to make sure the rumors or mistaken information is at a minimum.  The latest 

part of that came back to me when I heard that there was a rumor that I had the covid-19 virus.  I do 

not.  Nor does anyone in the rectory.  The good news is that some of my brother priests called to say 

how worried they were about me.  Maybe they just wanted my job. 
 

Guidelines for Mass attendance are still what I mentioned in my last email.  If you can wear a mask 

when you come to Mass, do it.  Keep the six-foot social distancing rule so we don’t lose this 

opportunity by turning our churches into virus exchange centers.  We will have every other pew 

roped off so you will be far enough away from those in front of you and behind you.  Household unit 

members can sit next to each other if you can still stand each other.  Everyone else should keep their 

distance from each other in the pew.  We should be able to have our normal numbers of people in 

church without any problems.  For Communion, you will be coming up single file.  There will be one 

person, with a mask, distributing the Body of Christ, at the front of each aisle.  There needs to be six 

feet in front and behind those coming up the aisle.  Those coming up the side aisle go back along the 

walls as usual.  Those coming up the middle aisle should come up on the choir side of the aisle and 

return down the other side of the same aisle.  That may only be 4 ½ feet but it is the best we can do 

on weekend Masses.  For daily Masses we will only have a distributor at each side aisle as usual, but 

you will need to come up single file. 
 

We have already taken out the books and cards from the pews so it will be easier to disinfect the 

pews between Masses.  We do not have automatic door openers for most of the doors, so I will need 

the greeters to be there to open doors for people, as they enter and leave.  After Mass it will be 

important for families with children to keep them in tow and not moving around the church.  More 

than ever, the church cannot be a playground. 
 

As I mentioned, Communion distributors will be wearing masks.  I have mine ready.  I hope they have 

one they can bring.  Even though I would love to go to heaven instead of working for another 20 

years, I still request that everyone receive Communion on their hands.  I’m sure the other 

Communion distributors feel the same way.  Your reverence is wonderful, but so is our health.  For 

those of you with health issues, or are advanced in years, please stay home.  We love you and don’t 



want to be the cause of your death or hospital stay.  I’m sorry that we still can’t come to your home 

for Communion.  I’m not sure why that is the case, but I haven’t heard anything to the contrary. 
 

As I mentioned, I hope to move forward with Confirmation.  The problem is that I have not yet been 

given the way that it can actually be done.  No one is to touch person after person, and that is exactly 

what would have to happen to confirm 50 students.  I had tentatively hoped for May 31st, but things 

may not be ready by then.  It may be the end of July sometime. 
 

We still do not have the green flag for regular parish meetings, except if they happen by ZOOM.  

Maybe in a couple months I will have the courage to do that, or the threat will have lessened for 

actual small group meetings.  Maybe we will be able to sit in the gym and talk to each other from a 

distance.  As you can tell, I’m just as tired of this as most of you. 
 

I would also like to add to last week’s message.  Those kinds of messages are always tricky because 

some people make judgments according to today’s polarized climate.   I hope that it made you think 

and maybe made you want to read it at least a second time.  The following may seem like the view 

from the other side, but it is not.  Like last week’s thoughts from the pastor, it is to help clarify Church 

teaching on issues that we all should be working with as we face our responsibilities in this world.   
 

Last week I used the idea of a monastery to help understand how socialism can work there and why it 

hasn’t had a good track record in the rest of the world.  This time I would like to use a parable from 

Jesus to understand the limits of capitalism.  When Jesus spoke of a master who gave ten servants 

each a talent to work with while he was gone, he was using a capitalist model.  The master praised 

the one who had achieved the most, and threw out the one who accomplished nothing.  God wants 

us to do our best with the talents He gives us.  So far it sounds good, so how does it go bad.  In this 

case it is not the vow of poverty that is failing.  It doesn’t apply.  Rather it is the greatest virtue, love.   
 

If a person, by using his gifts to their fullest, gains the whole world, and doesn’t have love, he has 

nothing.  What does it profit one, who gains the whole world but loses his own soul?  These two 

sayings from Jesus help us to keep the purpose of the profit in mind.  We have to remember that the 

profit that should be in mind for Christians is the building of the Kingdom of God.  If a person just 

builds wealth for his family, with no thought of his neighbor, they will be very lonely.  If a country 

builds wealth for itself, at the cost of others, or even at the cost of some of its own citizens, it will 

have many enemies.  This is why people like St. Theresa of Calcutta ripped into some of the leaders of 

the world.  These leaders had justified their pushing for unlimited capitalism at the cost of others.  

Neither socialism nor capitalism are the answer.  Christ is the answer.  I encourage you to think 

carefully about these two directions that we are being polarized toward and how neither can be our 

focus as we work in this world.  We must look at things from the perspective of Jesus.  Stay tuned for 

next week. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


