
          May 30-31, 2020 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

I hope everyone was able to make sense out of last week’s letter about Fr. Jeff Lorig’s coming to 

STM and becoming pastor of STM and St. Joan of Arc.  The impact of that concept of these 

parishes working together is already happening.  We have already had two funerals of St. Joan 

of Arc parishioners here at STM.  This is because their pastor is physically not able to handle 

funerals at this time, so having them here is a sign of how the cooperation might work under 

different kinds of circumstances.  But for now, the plan is for this to start on July 1, 2020. 

 

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit is very hard for me to 

describe.  I usually just point out the results.  For instance, all the planning that went into this 

cooperation of parishes in our area is coming at a time when it is opportune, because both 

parishes and schools will be facing similar situations with all that is happening with the Covid-19 

virus.  Having a young pastor coming in to work with a couple senior, experienced, or just plain 

old pastors, can help with some of the new technology opportunities that can and should be 

used in this current climate of social distancing.   

 

As we face the aging of our clergy and less young men coming to replace us, we have a good 

example of where I left off two weeks ago, the common good.  The common good is not just a 

matter of everyone getting along with each other.  The social doctrine of the Church defines it 

as: “the sum total of social conditions which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to 

reach their fulfillment more fully and more easily.”  That word fulfillment is critical.  We are to 

help create an environment in which we can develop skills, that we then can use for our own 

benefit and each other’s well-being.  The ultimate goal has to be to get as many people to 

heaven as possible.  That is why Jesus said in Jn.10:10: “I have come that you might have life 

and have it more abundantly.”  This is in His Good Shepherd teaching when He was referring to 

the thief or the wolves who don’t have the sheep’s best interest in mind. 

 

Jesus came among us, as one of us, to show us that it is not just about being nice.  Most people 

knew that part before He came; they were just like many others in our time who just don’t live 

it.  But Jesus wants us to be attaining something much greater than a nice peaceful community 

of people who have their share, and who hope some of those other slackers don’t mess it up. 

 

Part of this concept is that this world is not meant to be a retirement community.  We are 

actually meant to work.  I know that there are people who think of “work” as the ultimate nasty 

four-letter word.  Work is actually connected to our dignity, but not like the sign at Auschwitz 

Concentration Camp portrays.  In German it said: “work sets you free.”  The Nazis and the 

Communists were different versions of worker states.  A person’s value was based on the work 

that they could do.  If they didn’t work according to the government standards, they were 

worthless, a burden to society, and to be eliminated.    



 

God’s plan starts with the idea that our value comes from His loving us enough to want us in 

heaven.  He wants us to be adopted into His family.  On top of that, He gives us each gifts and 

talents that are to be developed by our work to help us feel that we are actually “good for 

something.”  That something might be what the Poor Clares do for work, which is to pray. 

 

The common good is about helping all people with this concept.  This is where the political 

scene plays a part.  Governments are meant to be organizations that make it possible for work 

to happen more smoothly.  They do this by collecting taxes to build the infrastructure that helps 

things flow between people and between communities.  This includes things like roads, water 

resources, garbage removal, and now even internet.  The government also needs to be a force 

to keep things fair.  This is important when we face the reality of sins like greed.  I bring up 

internet because it is something new.  Not everything that is new is meant to be government 

controlled.  We have some new things in government that need to be evaluated as to whether 

they should be handled by government.  These are things like education and healthcare.  It is 

only in the last century when government started to take more and more control of these 

important aspects of life.  Before that, the churches provided these.  The monasteries were the 

first centers for education.  The religious orders were the first ones to provide health care.  And 

these are just a few examples. 

 

The important thing about the monastic examples that I have been giving this last month is that 

we have to be aware of what we are moving toward.  There are those who insist that religion 

should only happen in church buildings.  Everyone would then be just fine because then sinners 

wouldn’t have to feel guilty.  The problem is no mystery.  Ask any government worker how 

inefficient government is.  The bigger the government the more inefficient it is.  The more 

inefficiency there is, the more people get hurt, even to the point in which we start getting laws 

that promote the killing of people who aren’t productive enough for the government.  Currently 

that means anyone who might be diagnosed with a birth-defect in the womb or any child that 

someone wants to get rid of because they are inconvenient.  It is starting to include anyone 

who is older, like me and many of you.  For the rest of you, congratulations on surviving your 

womb experience, but watch out because you are getting older by the day. 

 

From this I hope you see that the common good needs to be from God down and from each of 

us, out to our neighbor.  Remember, Jesus was asked: “Who is my neighbor?”  When laws or 

lawgivers do not know the answer to that question, don’t vote for them.  And if the church is 

not helping people to be their best, God might be calling you to “work” on a task. 

 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor  


