
          June 13-14, 2020 

 

Thoughts from the pastor,       
 

This weekend we have 1st Communion for those children that have been preparing for it for 

almost a year.  It is only about three months late.  It is usually an event that is almost like Easter 

in the way it is celebrated, but you all should still remember how low-key Easter was this year.  

First Communion will be similar to that this year.  As I had mentioned in a previous letter, we 

will have two special Masses just for this purpose.  There will be a group at 2pm and one at 

4pm this Sunday.  The parish would normally have the children involved in being readers and 

even bringing up the offertory gifts.  There would be singing to help with the celebration.  None 

of those things will happen, but maybe it will work out for the best.  The focus will be on the 

actual reception of Jesus.  Without the distractions, they may be able to spend more time in 

prayer with Him. 
 

This is not to say that the activities from other years were not good.  This is definitely an event 

to celebrate.  Those things did help to make the event memorable.  I hope you remember your 

1st Communion.  I hope you remember the Mass and not just the gifts and the party afterward.  

This year there are things that will make it memorable.  There is the fact that some very 

important people will not be able to attend and some will have to be very cautious, because of 

the Covid-19 virus.  There is the fact that every other pew will have caution tape on it and 

almost everyone will have a mask on.  It will be odd.  Hopefully the oddity of the situation will 

be a once in a lifetime occurrence.  Hopefully this very special connection with Jesus will be a 

regular occurrence, just like Jesus would want it.  Please pray for them. 
 

The weather should have been an accurate reminder that summer is here.  It actually has its 

official start this Saturday, 6/20.  For some of you that will mean more work, and for others it 

will mean less.  For me, it is all about catching up on all the things that had been on hold for 

months.  The Confirmations, that were to have happened the last Sunday in April, will now 

happen on the last Sunday of June.  Much of the marriage preparation work that was put on 

hold is going full speed again.  We are getting things ready for Fr. Lorig to come in as the new 

pastor, while I will change offices and be the Senior Associate Pastor.  Yes, I will actually move 

to another office in the rectory and give the boss the big office, so he has room to make the big 

decisions that pastors get to make. 
 

Last, but not least, I want to remind you about the icon of St. Thomas More that is in the back 

of church above the main entrance to the body of the church.  There will be a second collection 

picked up after Communion, this weekend and next, for any of you who would like to help pay 

for it.  Fr. Hunke has already brought in his donation. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor  


