
Thoughts from the pastor,      June 6-7, 2020 
 

Lots of news this week.  I had already sent out the quick note on the availability of free meals 

that are being handed out every Thursday from 10-11am at Beal Elementary.  Five packaged 

meals are provided for any child, age 1-17, whose parents drive through at that time-slot. 
 

A second bit of news is that this week we turned the air-conditioners on for the church.  That is 

not the news.  The news is that we have not had the heat on in the church for two months.  A 

couple times it got a little chilly and a few times I opened some doors to let in some heat to 

solve that.  The result of that was the utility bill.  Our gas bill for the first month of this attempt 

at saving money in these tough times was a bill of about $600 vs. the $6,000 that it was for the 

same month last year.  I can’t wait for the second of these bills.  These bills are for the church 

and school so it won’t have been as nice if the school were open, but it was really helpful that 

the pandemic came at this opportune time when we could save money like this. 
 

Another important message is that we have a new piece of art in the church.  Fr. Hunke had 

asked Fr. Richard Reiser, pastor of St. John Vianney Parish in Millard, to write an icon for our 

parish.  By the way, it is correct to say that a person writes an icon, and doesn’t draw or paint 

one.  This icon was just finished and hung above the entry to the body of the church.  Many of 

you saw it last weekend.  It fits perfectly into the “look” of the church.  We will have a blessing 

and dedication of this icon of St. Thomas More at the 10:30am Mass on Sunday, June 21.   
 

This icon is not free.  Fr. Hunke and another parishioner have donated about a third of the cost, 

but over the next two weeks, we will have a second collection after communion if you would 

like to donate toward this beautiful addition to the church.  These second collections will be 

next weekend, 6/13-14, and the weekend of the dedication, 6/20-21.  If you are not ready to 

attend Mass yet during the pandemic, you can use the regular ways of getting a contribution to 

the rectory.  Just mark it ICON.   
 

Getting back to Mass is starting to happen all over the city.  Other places are starting this 

weekend.  Our neighbor, Holy Cross started last week.  Some of you have been fans of their 

weekday Mass at 5:30pm.  Because I knew they were delaying their opening for a while, I 

started to have a couple 5:30pm Masses here at STM.  I knew we needed a place that covered 

some of that need for evening Mass and confessions in our neighborhood.  Now that they are 

resuming that 5:30pm weekday Mass at Holy Cross, we will be dropping the ones at STM as of 

July 1st.   
 

As people are starting to come to Mass, I have noticed some interesting trends.  They are not 

insignificant so I want to address them.  The first one is that I can almost see the fear in a 

person’s eyes as they come to church for the first time since the pandemic started.  They are 

watching for all the safety precautions that are being taken, and wondering if they are enough 

to protect them from the doom that we have been hearing about for the last three months.  



They are hoping that coming out of hiding after all this time, will not be the biggest and last 

mistake they ever make.  Sounds dire, doesn’t it. 
 

This doesn’t fit well with the second trend that I have been noticing.  The people who had this 

experience a month ago, when they came to their first Mass after the pandemic, are starting to 

move past the worst of their fears.  That is good news for them, but bad news for the ones 

mentioned above.  As people get more comfortable with the idea that there is not a menacing 

virus waiting to pounce on them, they sometimes forget, or feel it is no longer necessary, to 

wear a mask.   
 

I know that some people simply don’t have masks or access to them.  This is why I am not going 

to take the precautions that some have suggested.  That would be to have all those without 

masks to sit on one side of the church, while the ones with masks sit on the other side.  I have 

watched as some people try to shame others into wearing masks.  With the fear we have been 

living with, I understand this tendency.  The nicest way I can describe it, is that this is their way 

of making sure that everyone feels safe from ever getting a harmful virus.  I wish we lived in a 

world that we could have zero fears of dying.  Some people forget that there is a world like 

that.  It is called heaven, and this isn’t it.  Here we have the fear of dying.  It is at a very high 

level right now.  I don’t even wish that this reality of dying wasn’t the case.  I want to die 

someday, so I can go to heaven and live forever.  That is one of the reasons I have received the 

body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus as Communion over 20,000 times in my life.  I know that 

He is the one who can give me eternal life. 
 

Just know that I will not be demanding that people come to church with a mask on or don’t 

come at all.  No one has the right to drive people away from Jesus.  Over my forty-two years as 

a priest, I have been told to drive many people away from communion; those who aren’t 

dressed up enough, those with noisy children, those who are sinners.  I refuse to drive them 

away.  Rather, I will continue to do what I have been doing for all these years.  I invite them to 

grow in love and understanding of Jesus.  I encourage them to realize the honor it is to receive 

the Lord, so that they might think in terms of dressing up more if it works.  I work on my own 

patience as I watch parents trying to help their children love the Lord, while trying to teach 

them better behaviors.  I encourage people to come to confession before receiving 

communion, so they will not be condemning themselves by receiving the Lord unworthily as St. 

Paul says in 1Cor. 11:27, “Therefore whoever should eat the bread or should drink the cup of 

the Lord unworthily will be guilty of the body and of the blood of the Lord.”   
 

Lastly, I will continue to encourage people to wear masks at Mass for the time-being, and be 

cautious of the social distancing requests, especially those who are ministering; like EMHCs, 

ushers, and greeters, but I will not throw them out if they don’t.  This is why the bishops are 

not reinstating the Sunday obligation to attend Mass.  They know that some people are not 

ready to attend in this new environment. 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor  


