
          July 14, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor 

Well the excitement has not worn down in the least.  Last weekend was really great.  Obviously 

with all the places I have been and the things that I have been involved in, there are a lot of you 

who recognize me.  I did remember meeting a lot of you, but you probably had it reaffirmed 

that I am not good with names, so be patient.  I will remember what you do and what you say, 

far more than I will remember your name.  

You also had a chance to meet Minh Tran.  He doesn’t know as many of you but is interested in 

working with you.  His schedule makes it far easier to accept invitations to visit families.  It 

would be especially good if you are having a multi-family gathering so he can meet more people 

at once.  As we continue to deal with all the priest scandals of the past the current priests and 

seminarians are very conscious of not putting ourselves in situations that can be compromising.  

That is the reason why the only time priests go out with one person is with longtime friends.  

Most of us get nervous even going to a place with just a couple.  It is now a world in which we 

have to be very careful about our surroundings. 

One thing that I have been made aware of as being problematic is the trees by the rectory.  In 

the survey that Fr. Hunke did a while back, it was mentioned often that these trees are no 

longer at their best.  In looking at them I am thinking the best course of action might be to take 

out the two along 48th Street and leave the one right in front of the rectory, to stand for a few 

years, until we can get something else started in the other spots.  Otherwise it will suddenly 

look totally bare.  As far as I can tell it is in the best shape of the three.  I’m convinced I can get 

them taken out fairly inexpensively, since I have some friends in the business.  The root system 

may not be as easy, that may take a good bobcat operator.  Let me know what you think and 

any other ideas or concerns about those trees. 

I was glad to see that all the bulletins disappeared after the Masses this past weekend.  I 

presume that means you read my letter.  As I mentioned these letters will be the best way for 

me to communicate with you.  You should have also noted the length of my homily.  I will try to 

help you spend an hour with God.  That was Jesus’ concern in the Garden of Gethsemane, when 

he said to His apostles, “So you could not keep watch with me for one hour” (Mt. 26:40)?  

Rushing our time with the Lord is something that we have to be careful of as we live our busy 

schedules.  I was also pleased when I didn’t see anyone leaving Mass early.  I hope I wasn’t just 

being unobservant, and this really is one of the strengths of STM.  So many parishes have all 

sorts of people following in the footsteps of Judas who was the first one to leave Mass early. 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor. 


