
          July 21, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor 

Last Saturday night I found out that the Archbishop is having Fr. Scott Hastings move to St. 

Peter’s Parish here in Omaha.  I did announce that at the Sunday morning Masses.  More details 

are available at this point.  His last day here is Aug. 12, but he will be gone a lot of the time 

between now and then.  He has been in residence at STM for a year.  The last weekend that he 

will be here will be next weekend 7/27-28.  Because of his busy schedule with his real job at the 

Chancery he has not gotten to know a lot of you, but I would like to have a little gathering next 

Sunday between the Masses.  Those of you who attend the 7:00am weekday Mass have seen 

him the most so I am hoping that will be a good time for some of you to wish him luck in his 

next assignment.  He will be doing most of his Masses at St. Peter’s in Spanish, which is why he 

is being sent there.  He does have a skill with languages. 

At this time, it is unknown whether there will be anyone to replace him.  There are occasionally 

priests from other countries that are looking for a place to live as they take classes in Omaha.  

That might be a possibility that I would be willing to accept.  It would not cost the parish any 

more than what it has been doing with Fr. Scott.  It would just be a matter of room and board, 

along with reimbursement for any Masses he would say for the parish.  Many of the priests in 

this situation are looking to make a little money to help out when they head back to their home 

diocese, so someone like this might want to be available at several places.  All of this is 

speculation, so we just have to see what the Lord has in mind. 

You should notice that I have now put my cell phone number in the bulletin.  I have my number 

available for several reasons.  The first is that it is already known by a lot of people since I am a 

police chaplain.  Most of the police chaplains take duty days when they take any calls that come 

in with a need for a chaplain.  I don’t take duty days but am only Archdiocesan priest on the 

roster, so I get calls when there is a specific need for a Catholic priest.  I am also on the call list 

for many hospice groups since they can get a hold of me with little delay.  For this reason, I will 

sometimes answer my cell phone during a meeting with someone if I don’t know the caller.  

Obviously, I don’t answer during Mass or confession time. 

Calling the parish office/rectory is seldom helpful in trying to get in touch with me.  I do not 

spend a lot of time in my office waiting for calls so it can be a day or two before I get back to 

someone who leaves a message.  With my cell phone I can answer the call immediately or 

return it within an hour or so.  That way the person trying to get in touch with me is usually 

around to answer, and I don’t have to play phone tag.  That is a game in which no calories are 

burned but grace is sometimes lost. 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


