
          July 27-28, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

This weekend we will be having the goodbye/thank you party for Fr. Scott Hastings.  Some of 

you will be reading this after it is over, but don’t worry, the biggest thing he wants is your 

continued prayers.  He specifically said that he does not want gifts.  The party will be after the 

8:00am Mass over in the cafeteria.  I hope you can get over there sometime from 8:45-

10:15am.   

On a new topic, I have been getting calls from people worried about the church roof, more 

specifically the shingles.  Many of you have probably noticed that there are a bunch of them 

missing and more hanging precariously.  In looking into it, there has been several attempts to 

spot-repair this over the years.  I’ve also learned that it wasn’t re-shingled that long ago.  I am 

looking into solutions.  Oddly enough having been in sixteen previous parishes, and growing up 

with a “hands-on” farm experience, has given me a fair amount of experience in areas like this.  

Since the interior of the church has just happened I believe this is timely, even as it is also 

unfortunate timing.  It is timely because leaks could do a lot of damage to areas that have just 

had a bunch of money put into them.  It is unfortunate timing because the parish is still paying 

on the interior work.  Stay tuned for more information. 

I’ve been starting to meet with key groups in the parish, like the Finance Committee and Parish 

Council.  These along with others are key to the strength of this parish and its future.  We also 

have other specialty groups that I have met with, like the Legion of Mary, Knights of Columbus, 

and the Pro-life Committee.  One of the things that I am already working on with them is a plan 

for the future of this parish.  There are a lot of pieces that have been in place for years but are 

not having as much impact in this current culture.  That is why Mass attendance is down to less 

than 650 people per weekend.   

Don’t panic.  We are not on death’s door, but there has to be a plan to turn this around.  I have 

outlined with them, what I think might work.  It is new even for me, but I think it can work.  It 

will not change things immediately, but it will start, step by step, to get our faith back into the 

imagination of everyone.  It has been a long time since that has been the case.  Being an old 

person, I can remember days when everything about the church was interesting, at least to me.  

When I received a Sacrament, I knew a lot about it.  It made sense with my whole life.  In the 

last few decades this is not the case.  The difference is that there are more contrary messages, 

things that people teach to cast doubt.  Those work, but that does not mean that we have no 

hope in this current time period.  I do know that it can’t be by snappy sayings or even moving 

music anymore.  That is how marketing works.  God’s message does not seem to be passed on 

adequately by jazzy marketing.  Scripture has the answer but it is not meant for sound bites.  It 

is a picture that God paints.  Stay tuned for I want to paint that picture for you and for the 

children in the parish and the school. 



That picture has to do with the Bible Study that I want to do, in having you read the Bible in one 

year.  I mentioned that at some of the Masses I have had.  Some of you immediately wanted to 

know when I would be doing the Bible Study so you could open your schedule for it.  My 

thought is to have it between the Sunday morning Masses, so from 9-10am.  It could be in the 

church, but I doubt that would be a good idea, since it would drive people out of the body of 

the church as soon as Mass is over.  At this point I think it would be better for those who are 

doing the Bible Study to move over to the cafeteria, like we will be doing for Fr. Scott’s party.  

The problem with that is that I would also like to occasionally have social time in the cafeteria.  

This parish seems to need time for the old members to get to know new members.  That also 

should happen in the cafeteria.  Maybe the answer is to take a year and a half to do the 365 day 

study.  This might help keep people from getting behind in their reading like has happened to 

some in the past. 

Please pray with me about this.  If the year and a half process is the best route, maybe we can 

start in the middle of September.  We could have donut Sunday once a month to get people 

together and do Bible Study on most of the other Sundays.  With the necessary breaks like 

Christmas, Holy Week, Mother’s & Father’s Day, and some weekends when I am gone for 

vacation, that would mean the end of the study would be Holy Week of 2021.  Let me know 

what you think as you pray about this and I will start getting things ready.  By the way, the 

reason that I am not thinking of a week night is that I don’t have a lot of them free.   

One other thing that I would like to let you know about me is that I would appreciate it if you 

would pass the word that I would rather not have people bring sweets to the rectory.  I know 

that this is often a tradition in some parishes.  It can even be a standing joke that it is 

“necessary to put a few pounds on Father.”  That didn’t make sense years ago but makes even 

less sense now, when we need priests so badly.  Why kill off the priests you need by making 

them overweight.  For me it is more personal.  I have a history of heart attacks in my family and 

some adult onset diabetes.  Being overweight is problematic for both of those.    It is not that I 

don’t like sweets.  It is that I do.  When they are in the rectory they cry all night until I eat them.  

The problem is that everyone thinks that their plate of sweets won’t make a difference.  After 

all, one pie is not that much, unless you are the only one to eat the whole thing.  Minh is not 

into sweets, so that is what it would be, just me fighting my urges.  If you want to bring healthy 

food, that would be great.  Just remember that I only cook with a microwave.  There could 

conceivably be cobwebs in the rectory oven by the time I leave. 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor. 


