
          Aug. 17-18, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

School is open again.  The first day was fun as I got to see all the different faces.  Some were 

excited to see friends they hadn’t seen in a few months.  Some looked sleepy because they are 

not morning people or they aren’t used to the early hours after being able to sleep in over the 

summer.  Some were scared or nervous because it truly was their first day at St. Thomas More 

School.  I thought it was perfect timing that it happened on the Solemnity of the Assumption of 

Mary into Heaven. 
 

I was able to tell them about the origin of the Hail Mary prayer.  I reminded them that “Hail full 

of grace, the Lord is with you,” comes from the words of Archangel Gabriel.  We just add Mary’s 

name so everyone knows who we are talking about.  Then it becomes, “Hail Mary, full of 

grace.”  Then we heard in the Gospel reading that Elizabeth said, “Blessed are you among 

women and blessed is the fruit of your womb.”  Again, we add the name of the fruit of Mary’s 

womb, Jesus, so everyone knows who we are talking about.  Then I told them how the last part 

of the Hail Mary came about.  Those were the words that the Holy Spirit inspired the people of 

Ephesus to pray, as they witnessed Mary, with her glorified body, being taken up to heaven.  

They were the first to realize that it is a good idea to have Mary, the Mother of God, on your 

side at the hour of your death.   
 

Like so many things about our faith, Holy Days are being forgotten.  People miss Mass on 

Sundays and Holy Days and think nothing of it.  The biggest problem is that we have forgotten 

who God is.  I remember some of the lines in the Avengers movie.  My favorites are in the one 

when we see how the Avengers got together in the first place.  A great line from Captain 

America after he met Thor and Loki and was told that they were gods, was something like: 

“There is only one God, and I don’t think he dresses like that.”  Or the line from the Incredible 

Hulk when Loki was having a temper tantrum and tried to convince the Hulk that he was a god.  

After the Hulk smashed Loki, the Hulk walked away and said: “Puny god.”   
 

Our God is not puny.  He is not a trickster.  He is awesome, greater than the whole universe, 

which He made.  That is why it is not a good idea to ignore His invitation to the banquet of His 

Son, not even when it is supposedly just to honor the mother of His Son.  Maybe you feel 

comfortable taking the risk of insulting God.  I am terrified of that.  That is why confession is so 

important.  When we have offended God, we need a formal way of dealing with it because this 

is not just our buddy that we are at odds with, but the Almighty God. 
 

Next weekend there will again be a second collection.  It is for the food pantries run by Catholic 

Charities.  As they know, “Hunger does not take a vacation.” 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


