
          Aug. 24-25, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

 

This weekend the second collection is for the food pantries run by Catholic Charities.  I haven’t 

asked how previous pastors have handled extra second collections.  The Archdiocese has about 

ten special collections set up each year.  Above and beyond that, pastors get constant requests 

to have more.  It is a little bit like what happens when you support a charity by mail.  It seems 

that for each one you support; you will get requests from ten more.   
 

Parishes tend to be like that in the big cities.  There are hundreds of organizations begging for 

you to help them.  If you donate through Omaha Gives you know about many of those.  This 

situation is different in the rural areas.  Smaller communities handle things through a more 

personal approach.  Neighbors help neighbors because they know them and will have to live 

with them for a long time.  In the big city, you can remain anonymous and many people do.  It is 

harder to hide in a small community in which everybody knows your name.  Omaha is large 

enough that organizations have to find ways to reach out to as many people as they can.  Since 

parishes are gathering places, they think this is a good way to get to many kind and charitable 

people.  Church goers have that reputation.  The biggest thing to remember is that these are 

invitations and not demands.  Charity must come from the heart.  If your heart moves you to 

help, please do.  Of course, I always hope that your heart is geared toward your parish, but I 

know that most of you have big hearts and help many different causes. 
 

One of the great things that apply to most large cities is that there are many opportunities.  In 

the rural areas a person might have one or two opportunities for spiritual growth and/or 

renewal within a fifteen-mile radius.  In Omaha you could have fifty.  One that I recommend to 

guys is TMIY (That Man Is You).  This is a program that has been going on for about five years.  It 

is a chance for men to come together once a week and deal with issues that are specifically 

orientated to them.  St. Thomas More will be having this program starting Saturday, Sept. 14th 

at 6am in the cafeteria, so you shouldn’t have to go very far.  This year’s theme is, The Battle for 

the Bride.   
 

The next day I am inviting you to another activity in the cafeteria.  After consulting with the 

Parish Council I figured that it would be a good idea to bring all the leadership of the parish 

together for an update.  The meeting will be between the Sunday morning Masses on Sept. 

15th, from 9-10:15am.  There will be donuts and everyone is invited.  The purpose is to get a 

handle on all that is going on in the parish and hopefully find out how we can help each other.  I 

am specifically asking each committee, group, or ministry, to at least have a representative 

come to this meeting with a brief written description of what their group does.  That page of 

information should have contact information in case people would like to join or help.  A brief 

calendar of events for the next year should also be included.  With the help of God, this might 

help strengthen all the things that are going on in this parish.  Stay tuned for more info. 



 

I am also looking at starting a committee for the parish.  As you should have been noticing, 

there is a shortage of priests.  I would like to get a Vocations Committee started.  If any of you 

have a relative who is a priest and think they might be overworked, you might want to join this 

committee and work to get them some help.  Maybe you were in the seminary at one time and 

didn’t get ordained by still think you can have an impact on helping others discern their call.  

Maybe you realize that your last pastor was old and retired and your new pastor is almost as 

old, and you want younger pastors.  However God is poking you, come to a meeting at the 

Home for Unwed Fathers (the rectory) at 7pm this Wednesday, 8/28, for an introductory 

meeting.  We will meet on the main floor so come in the south or Grover Street entrance. 

 

Along with vocations, I also think about vacations.  Many of you had some time away this 

summer.  I will be taking a few days away at the end of September and then will be doing my 

retreat starting on Sept. 30.  I will be around for the weekends and Fr. Hunke will be having the 

weekday Masses.  This will just be a short time away.  Once a year or so, I like to go on a cruise 

and see interesting things and meet new people.  If I go as the chaplain for the cruise, I get the 

cruise for free.  There are a few cruise lines that still try to have a Catholic priest onboard for 

Masses every day.  This is set up by the Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America 

or AOS-USA.  This agency was set up by the USCCB or the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops.  They make sure all the priests are legitimate.  Recently Catholic Cruises and Tours has 

partnered with AOS-USA to help Catholics find the right cruise or tour so they will have Mass 

and the Sacraments available for them.  If you are ever thinking about going on a cruise, you 

might check out catholiccruiseandtours.com.   Remember that most cruise companies have 

canceled their policy of having a priest available.  Make sure you end up on the right boat. 

 

One more topic while I have room on the page.  I am looking into purchasing an annual license 

for FORMED.org.  This website has tremendous Catholic material available.  There are programs 

for children, teens, and adults.  There are great movies, shows, books and series available.  

Many of the larger parishes have this.  Each parish can purchase the license for a year.  It is not 

an insignificant cost, over $1500 per year.  Individuals can get the license for about $100.  If 

some of you are already using it or think you would, let me know and I can work out how to pay 

for it.  The great thing about this is that you never have to worry about the content being 

inappropriate.  Let me know what you think. 

 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


