
          Aug. 3-4, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

It has been another interesting week.  Two of the trees next to the rectory are gone.  One 

project moving forward.  Now it will be a matter of figuring out what can be planted there that 

will serve the next 40 years.   

 

I’ve had more feedback about the Bible Study and things look positive for a Sunday morning 

class.  There are those who would like evenings or during the week, or earlier in the day.  That 

has been taken care of by two Bible Studies that are joint ventures between Holy Cross and 

STM.    I don’t see these as competition.  I believe you can’t have too many Bible Studies.  I just 

believe you can have bad ones, and there have been plenty of those over the years.  The two 

that are being offered are both tried and true.  The first is for those looking for evenings and is 

called the Bible Timeline with Jeff Cavins, which start on Sept.10, and meets from 6:30-8pm on 

Tuesdays, at Holy Cross.  I have gone through that program myself and it is great.  For those 

looking for daytimes during the week there is a class on the Gospel of John.  It starts Sept. 26 

and meets from 9-10:30am on Thursdays at Holy Cross.  It also meets on Thursday evenings 

from 6:30-8:30pm.  This is a part of the Seeking Truth Catholic Bible Study series by Sharon 

Doran, which started here in Omaha and has done great things.  So, as I have said, you can’t 

have too many Bible Studies. 

 

On another topic, one of the main things that I have heard about since coming to STM is that it 

is hard to hear me and a few others in Church.  I know that everyone would love to have it 

solved yesterday.  So, I would like to help you understand the situation, for it is not a simple fix.  

There are several factors.  The first is the sound system itself.  There are two main speakers at 

STM.  They need to be set to deal with broadcasting sound to the whole church.  The problem is 

that the church changes.  Sometimes it is empty and sometimes it is full.  My guess is that it is 

set for empty.  When the church is empty, sound reverberates or echoes off the walls the 

further you are away from them.  If you raise the volume too much beyond that level, you get 

feedback.  Feedback happens when sound goes into a mic and is broadcast at a much louder 

level back into that mic.  That amplified sound is then made louder each time it goes through 

that cycle.  This doesn’t happen in a church when it is full because people and their clothes 

dampen sound, so it doesn’t travel back to the mic and create feedback.   

 

So, here are the options.  For the building in general, I can adjust different mics a little bit.  If I 

turn them all up, it will be awful.  There will be screeching at all the Masses except the full ones.  

The other option is to get feedback from you to help me understand which mics don’t project 

as well as the others.  There are four mics: the lavalier mic that I wear with my vestments, the 

mic that the deacon and I use by the presidential chair, the mic on the ambo or podium, and 

the one on the altar.  That one is really set low at this point, so I always use the lavalier mic 



when I am at the altar.  The toughest one of those to adjust is the ambo mic, because it is right 

in front of the speaker, which makes it the most susceptible to creating feedback. 

 

For individuals, there are other options.  If you are having problems hearing, you might think 

about where you sit in the church.  If you are in the back, you will get the muffled sound.  You 

will hear words, but have a hard time distinguishing them.  I have that problem in crowded 

rooms in which everyone is talking at once.  That is because I have big ears.  I can actually hear 

too much.  To get best results, in the church, move to a place directly in front of the speakers 

and towards the front.  If you have tried that, spend one minute in the cry room listening.  In 

the cry room the speaker system will have maximum volume and no reverberation because the 

room is small.  If you can’t hear in there, the problem is with your ears and no adjustments of 

the sound system will work. 

 

There is one other thing that I will look into but, I am hesitant about.  That would be to digitally 

record my homilies and put them on the website.  I don’t believe in doing that.  God’s Word 

was meant to be written down and passed on.  My homilies are not on that level.  For that 

reason, I would like to work on the other possibilities first.  I do realize that it is frustrating to 

want to hear and learn, and not be able to do that.  Just know that I will keep working to get 

everything tuned to its optimal level. 

 

The last topic this week is from the Archbishop.  Several years ago, he did something that many 

of us have been hoping would happen for decades.  He built a Newman Center at UNO.  The 

one at UNL had been doing great things for a long time.  UNO didn’t have dorms so it was tricky 

figuring out if it would be worthwhile.  Now there are dorms and the Newman Center is one of 

them.  It is designed specifically for Catholic students.  The problem is that getting it going at 

full speed is not something that happens overnight.  For that reason, the Archbishop is asking 

each parish to take up a second collection at Masses during the weekend of Aug. 10-11.  I am 

hoping that the Newman Center will be at full capacity soon and this collection will only be 

needed for a couple years. 

 

Remember, time flies like the wind.  Fruit flies like bananas. 

 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


