
           Sep. 21-22, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

First I have a few things to report on.  I did have some helpers on Monday to do the yard work by the rectory.  

We got the ground ready, sod put down, and grass seed put out for the rest of the bare spots.  Now we do the 

watering and it seems that God is going to help with that.  As soon as the grass is established I will put in the 

trees.  Thanks to those who helped and those who helped the helpers. 
 

The Parish Council met last Tuesday and looked at the bid for the roof job.  The total cost is $141,000.  We 

should be able to recoup about $7,000 of that from our insurance.  Catholic Mutual will only pay what it would 

cost to repair the bad spots, minus the project deductible.  We have figured out that in the sixty years STM has 

had this church it has been reshingled five times.  Each time the cost goes up.  To replace the asphalt shingles 

would now cost about $75,000.  If history teaches us, we would be repairing those shingles ever year to the 

tune of another $10-20,000 over a ten year period.  With metal shingles the church should be okay for well 

over fifty years.  The roof area that the shingles don’t cover is the center.  That has to be sealed again.  The 

company doing the metal shingles will do that for free.  With the new products available at this time that will 

not be a big task and should be good for 10-15 years and is easily redone at that time. 
 

These is money from the Nelly Koops estate that was left to the parish for maintenance projects that will cover 

this project.  It is actually a perfect way to use part of this money.  It was also thought that having a shingle 

signing opportunity would also help.  I plan on having a booth at the parish festival on Oct. 6th at which people 

can make a donation for the roof project and be able to sign the back of a shingle.  The whole family can do 

this as a kind of time capsule.  I will have the sharpies ready and a donation can available.  The more that is 

donated in this way, the more other projects the Nelly Koops estate money can be used for. 
 

We had the meeting at 9am last Sunday and had a good crowd to look at the future of STM Parish.  There was 

some really great interaction.  Some of the main points had to do with working with evangelizing so we can 

keep the good things of the parish strong for the future.  The idea was to find out how to strengthen 

committees and ministries.  There is a lot going on at this parish.  At some point we will have a ministry fair, to 

present some of these things as a way to offer people an opportunity to see just how they would like to use 

their own specific talents.   
 

As we looked at the future we talked about the results of the survey that Fr. Hunke took a few years ago.  Two 

things that jumped out at me, because of the many times they were mentioned.  They were, getting rid of the 

trees by the rectory, and looking into the possibility of a social hall.  The first was easy and is almost done.  The 

second makes me nervous, just like it must for many of you, but the need does not seem to be going away.  

Thinking of taking on another major project when the church interior has just been done, and the roof is being 

done, seems a lot.  But this social hall project is not a done-deal.  There has to be a lot of discussion about 

whether it is truly needed.  And if it is, there needs to be lots more discussion on what it will all involve and 

how do deal with the cost.  Stay tuned for those discussions could take a couple years.  This week I will be 

gone five days on vacation and won’t be back until Saturday so I won’t be doing anything productive. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


