
          Sep. 28-29, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

I hope you are liking the inserts with faith stories.  The two that we have had are just the tip of the 

iceberg.  But just like an iceberg, the rest is not visible yet.  Some of your stories are much simpler.  

Others have more twists and turns and would take more than a page to write.  Many of you have a 

faith story but it is not finished yet.  Others have events that are powerful but you may not have 

ever taken any time to reflect on them.  Simple ones can be the most powerful.  I really encourage 

you to try and write your story.  If you need help, please let me know.  Sometimes taking a 

moment to talk it over with someone, like a priest, can help clarify the story.  Either way, I hope 

that sharing stories touches hearts.  You have no idea how your story might be just the one that 

helps another person in their journey.  Luckily the evangelists were brave enough to share the 

stories they experienced or heard, otherwise we probably would never have heard about the 

amazing things Jesus did. 
 

I am writing this letter before I leave on a short vacation this week.  My goal is to be back late on 

Friday night.  You will know that it worked when you see the whites of my eyes at Mass.  This next 

week I will also be gone.  I will leave on retreat up at Broom Tree Retreat and Conference Center 

near Irene, SD.  I will again be leaving after the Masses this weekend but will be back late on 

Thursday night so I can have the school’s Grandparent’s Day Mass on Friday.  I am really looking 

forward to that.  I am looking forward to the retreat also.  I’m not sure whether there is any cell-

phone reception in that area, so the main way to get in touch with me will be to call the Center, 

605-263-1040.  You can try my cell phone first. 
 

Some of you had the opportunity to attend ARCHOMAHA UNITE.  The Archbishop wants to do a 

little follow-up session with representatives from each parish.  That session will be in West Point, 

NE from 10am until noon this coming Saturday, 10/5.  I realize this is late notice, but I have been 

hoping to make a personal ask in the past two weeks but it hasn’t worked.  If two of you can 

attend this with me as representatives of STM, call the office.  They will get you signed up or let 

you know if someone signed up before you.  I will do my best to attend so the parish should be 

represented one way or another, but I hope two of you can join me. 
 

The next day is the parish festival.  I hope you can make it and I hope you encourage others to join 

in on the fun.  I will be manning the booth for signing shingles.  I will see you all for the “fun day.” 
 

On 10/7, I will be leaving again.  This time it will be for the Clergy Conference at the St. Benedict 

Center in Schuyler, but I will only be gone until Tuesday afternoon.  Pray for me, because they 

made me a discussion group leader for some of my brother priests.  Actually, it might be better if 

you pray for them. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


