
          Sep. 7-8, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

 

In looking into a parish subscription to FORMED.org, it looks like it will have to wait.  I am told 

that the collections have been down for a while.  For that reason, I am trying to keep the 

budget tight.  I cut the cable TV for the rectory.  Minh and I can survive on HDTV antenna 

programing.  But there wasn’t enough interest shown in FORMED.org to add an annual bill that 

would be even bigger.  Hopefully after we get caught up on paying off the cost of the 

refurbishing of the church interior, the collections will be where they need to be, to sustain 

what we have going on.  Even though we will not have FORMED.org as a parish, doesn’t leave 

us with nothing.  There is great stuff on EWTN and KVSS radio.  They even have podcasts so you 

don’t miss your favorite shows. 

 

There is something we do have funds for at this time.  We have been given some money from 

memorials to replace the trees by the rectory.  I have been trying to take all the feed-back into 

account.  These are some of the things I have heard.  The most prominent remark was that it 

was good to have a more open view around the intersection.  The second thing was how much 

friendlier and bright it seems around and in the rectory.  The two trees we took out obviously 

were blocking the light and the view, so I don’t want to restart that problem.  Others were glad 

there was nothing that people or things could be hiding in.  It is also important to realize that 

the rectory is a place that people need to feel welcome and safe when they come to see the 

priest.  For this reason, it should not be dark or crowded and not congested with people.  That 

knocks out the idea of a community garden, which had been proposed.  When people are 

coming in for counseling, they do not always appreciate needing to chat with people who may 

be around gardening. 

 

Therefore, I am proposing tall trees that have a single trunk.  In walking the neighborhood, I see 

a ton of maples.  I hope the next disease or bug infestation doesn’t hit them, but I’m staying 

away from them.  Most oaks spread out too much, but there is one that doesn’t.  The Crimson 

Spire Oak gets tall but not wide.   They are hardy, and I think we could actually have two of 

them at a northeast to a southwest angle near the intersection by the fire-hydrant.  By the 

north parking lot for the rectory, I think we need a tree that can grow tall but will also lose its 

leaves so the office entrance would still get lots of light, especially in the winter.  One thought 

was a Plane Tree because it is a kind of sycamore, which is Biblical.  Another thought was a 

Catalpa.  Both of these have big leaves and are kid resistant.  I do imagine there will be 

harmless sword fights with the Catalpa seed pods.  I am thinking of purchasing something in a 

week or two so let me know your thoughts soon. 

 

This weekend I would like to make a plug for Christians Encounter Christ or CEC.  I made my 

weekend about 38 years ago.  I have helped with them since.  I know Fr. Hunke also pushed 



them.  There will be information available for you to sign up for a weekend.  I think this would 

be an excellent follow-up for those of you who have done Alpha.  The weekend is designed to 

help a person strengthen their faith.  If you have not made one, take the chance.  There are 

separate weekends specifically for men and then one for women.  I really see that as one of the 

greatest charisms of the weekend.   That is why it is also great for guys who have been doing 

TMIY. 

 

Next Sunday, 9/15. after the 8am Mass, I am hoping you will join me in the school cafeteria for 

an information sharing meeting.  I mentioned this in a previous letter and it is also in the Parish 

Council minutes.  We especially need representatives from all the different groups and 

ministries in the parish.  If one person could have a short write-up about what their group does, 

this would help.  The main point is to realize we must look to the future.  We don’t want to end 

up being a parish that ends up “running on fumes.”  Everyone is invited, for you all should have 

a stake in the future of the parish.  If no one comes, I know there is a short future in store for 

the parish. 
 

I do have the initial information on reshingling the church roof.  To replace the asphalt shingles 

would cost about $80,000 and it would come with little guarantee of lasting more than the ten 

years they have lasted since the they were last replaced.  Replacing them with metal shingles 

will be around $150,000 and will have a life-time guarantee.  I hope to have some samples at 

next Sunday’s meeting, so you can see what they are like.  I will let you know more about 

funding this in the near future. 

 

In last week’s letter I mentioned the idea of having people share a story about their faith 

journey.  The first faith story, or personal testimony will be in next week’s bulletin.  I hope you 

are thinking about what you might share in terms of your faith journey.  Maybe it is a miracle 

story.  Maybe you could write about a parent or other family member who has inspired you.   

 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


