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We want to offer an up-
date on the Bereave-
ment program that was 
started last summer.  
When a parishioner suf-
fers the loss of a loved 
one, we journey with 
them during the grieving 
process.  We send them 

cards of condolences 
and also we send Care 
Notes, a helpful publica-
tion from the Benedic-
tine Abbey in St. 
Meinrad, Indiana.   
 
One of these publi-
cations is titled:  
Why We Need 
Others While We 
Are Grieving.  
Some important 
advice within those 
pages stresses the 
importance of 
working through 
your grief with oth-
ers.  Accepting 

grief as part of life is 
another element.   
 
Perhaps the most 
important part of our 
support team is that 
we meet almost 
every 5 weeks.  We 
invite all those who 

have 
lost a 
loved one 
to come 
and spend 
time with 
each other.  
It is in talk-
ing with 

one another, praying 
together, praying for 
each other, that healing 
begins to happen.  We 
realize that walking with 
God through Grief and 
Loss means spending 

time with each other 
and learning how your 
Sister/Brother in Christ 
is coping with their loss. 
 
I can’t tell you how often 
I am amazed at what is 
shared and how people 
receive strength from 
this support group.  
Consider encouraging 
your friends to attend.  
No special invitation is 
required.  We usually 

meet on a 
Sunday 
between 
the two 
Masses. 
 
By Sister 
Pauline  

 

 Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 
(Holy day of Obligation) 

 
Mass times will be: 

August 14 at 5:30pm 
August 15 at 7:00am 
August 15 at 5:30pm 

 



Labor Day 
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 Labor Day occurs on 
the first Monday in Septem-
ber and is a creation of the 
labor movement and is dedi-
cated to the social and eco-
nomic achievements of 
American workers.  It is 
considered a yearly national 
tribute to the contributions 
workers have made to the 
strength, properity, and well
-being of our country.   
 The first government 
recognition came through 
municipal ordinances 
passed during 1885 and 
1886.  From these, a move-
ment developed to secure 
state legislation.  By 1894, 
Congress passed an act 
making the first Monday in 
September of each year a 
legal holiday in the District 
of Columbia and the territo-
ries.   
 There is still some 
doubt as to who first pro-
posed the holiday for work-
ers.  Some records show 
that Peter J. McGuire, gen-
eral secretary of the Broth-

erhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners and a cofounder of 
the American Federation of 
Labor was first in proposing 
this holiday.   However, 
many believe that Matthew 
Maguire, a machinist, pro-
posed the holiday in 1882 
while serving as secretary of 
the Central Labor Union in 
New York.  It is clear that 
the Central Labor Union 
adopted a Labor Day pro-
posal and appointed a com-
mittee to plan a demonstra-
tion and picnic.   
 The form that the 
observance and celebration 
of Labor Day was outlined 
in the first proposal of the 

holiday—a street 
parade to exhibit 
to the public “the 
strength and esprit 
de corps of the 
trade and labor 
organizations” of 
the community, 
followed by a fes-
tival for the recre-
ation and amuse-

ment of the workers and  
their families.  This became 
the pattern for the celebra-
tions of Labor Day.  The 
vital force of labor has add-
ed materially to the highest 
standard of living and the 
greatest production the 
world has ever known and 
has brought us close to the 
realization of our traditional 
ideals of economic and po-
litical democracy so it is 
appropriate to pay tribute on 
Labor Day of the American 
worker. 
 
~taken from www.dol.gov 

Parish Festival 

This year the St. Thomas More Parish Festi-
val will be held on Sunday, October 7th, due 
to the renovations that have been going on 
in the church & school this summer.  We 
hope all will participate and enjoy the festival 
this year on this new date and season of the 
year.     

 

Volunteers are needed and the committee 

asks for 2 hour shifts.  You can sign up on 
sign up genius or contact Amy McDonnell at 
402-490-9733 or amymc2@cox.net OR 
Mike McDonnell at mike15@cox.net.  We 
will also need donations for the grocery 
booth, home and sports booth, and any un-
wanted glassware for the coin toss booth.  
School parents can earn parent participation 
hours for helping at this event.   
 
As usual, there will be good food, games, 
raffles, several inflatables, Baggo, music, bin-
go, cake walk, beer garden, pickles, and lots 
of FUN!!!!  Tell your friends and neighbors. 

Parish  

Dinner 
 

Sunday,  

November 

18th 

 

Noon— 

6:00pm 

 

Parents can 

earn Parent 

Participa-

tion Hours 

for working 

this event. 



RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
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Baptisms 

The Parishioner 

is published at 

the Parish Office 

four times a year 

to coincide with 

the Liturgical 

seasons of the 

church.  It will be 

published at  Ad-

vent/Christmas, 

Lent/Easter, Or-

dinary Time I 

(until the Feast of 

the Assumption), 

and Ordinary 

Time II 

(Assumption until 

the end of the 

liturgical year).    

First let us say how grateful we 
are for Paul & Lorrie Reed 
who have led the parish RCIA 
program for the past 30 years.  
The two of them and their team 
have graciously shared their 
faith, their time, and their pray-
er life with many people down 
through these many years.  
What more can we say than 
“Well done! Good and faithful 
servants.” 
 
So what happens next.  Father 
Hunke and Sister Pauline have 
taken up the baton and are 
working on how to go forward.  
Building a new team is crucial 
and that is in the works.  Look-
ing at sharing  with other par-
ishes has been addressed.  All 
of the parishes involved have 
decided to do their own RCIA.  
We are looking at our RCIA 
being on Sunday between the 
8:00am and 10:30am Masses.  
This will be finalized as the 

RCIA team comes to their first 
planning meeting. 
 
More importantly however, is 
the vision of RCIA.  Here is 
where you come in.  The big-
gest challenge in RCIA for-
mation is deepening the con-
version of our seekers.  In oth-
er words, RCIA is about help-
ing our seekers to become life-
long disciples of Christ.  To do 
this we all need to keep in 
mind the following:   

 Conversion is more than 
learning everything there is 
to be Catholic. 

 Conversion is a Gradual 
Process. 

 Conversion takes place 
within the Faith Communi-
ty. 

 Conversion is the number 
one goal of RCIA. 

 Conversion is a Spiritual 
Journey. 

 

We ask you to invite your 
neighbor, or spouse, your son/
daughter-in-law, to be a seeker 
in our upcoming RCIA.  Share 
with them why your faith 
makes a difference in your life.  
Help them to see why you con-
tinue to grow in your own con-
version as a disciple of Jesus.  
Be guided by the conversion 
model stated above and pray 
for the RCIA as we begin an-
other chapter this coming Sep-
tember. 
 
By Sister Pauline and Father 
Hunke 

Congratulations to the following couples who celebrated their wedding at St. Thomas 

More this spring! 

Lindsay Redding & Michael Varona—May 19, 2018 

Marielle Sapanlay & Aris Garcia—May 26, 2018 

Samantha Sacco & Kyle Stinson— June 1, 2018 

Ruth Schumacher & George Schaefer—June 2, 2018 

Weddings 

Congratulations to all those who received  
the sacrament of baptism recently. 
 

~Eleanor Rose Flynn 
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August 15 
Assumption of  

the Blessed  
Virgin Mary 

  
August 16 
First Day of 
School K-8 

 
October 7 

Parish Festival 
 

November 1 
All Saints Day 

 
November 2 
All Souls Day 

 
November 18 
Parish Dinner 

 
November 28 

Peddler’s  
Market 

The Pope’s Pulse 
Peter has the courage to be surprised by the novelty of the 
Holy Spirit, to break the rigid response of “this is the way it 
has always been done”.  He was not afraid of creating 
“scandal” or of not fulfilling his mission as the “rock”.  He 
had the freedom not to hinder “God’s grace”, and not to 
“silence the din that the Spirit makes when he comes to the 
Church”.  In his homily at Mass on May 8, 2017, Pope 
Francis invited the faithful to ask the Father for the “grace 
of discernment”, and urged them not to commit the “sin of resisting the Holy Spirit”.   
 
The Pontiff ended by inviting the faithful to ask “the Lord for the grace of discernment so 
as not to take the wrong path and not to fall into idleness, into rigidness, into the closing of 
the heart”. 
 

~Excerpts from the homily of Pope Francis at the Holy Mass on May 8, 2017.  God of Surprises 

Prayer is  

never in vain:   

it always brings 

forth something 

new that,  

sooner or later, 

bears fruit.   

 

~Pope Francis~ 

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the day on 
which Christians East and West 
commemorate the birth of 
Mary, the Mother of God, was 
celebrated as early as the sixth 
century.  We know that from 
the fact that Saint Romanos the 
Methodist, as Eastern Christian 
who composed many of the 
hymns used in the Eastern 
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 
liturgies, composed a hymn for 
the feast at that time.  The Feast 
of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary spread to Rome in 
the seventh century, but it took 
a couple of more centuries be-
fore it was celebrated through-
out the West.   
 
Even though we cannot trace 
the celebration of the Feast of 
the Nativity of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary back any further than 
the sixth century, the source for 
the story of the birth of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is much 
older.  The earliest documented 
version is found in the Proto-

evangelium of James, a aprocry-
phal gospel written about 
150AD.  From this writing we 
learn the names of Mary’s par-
ents, Joachim and Anna, as well 
as the tradition that the couple 
was childless until an angel ap-
peared to Anna and told her 
that she would conceive. 
 
The traditional date of the feast, 
September 8, falls exactly nine 
months after the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception of 
Mary.  Perhaps because of its 
close proximity to the feast of 
the Assumption of Mary, the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary is not celebrated today 
with the same solemnity as the 
Immaculate Conception.  It is, 
nonetheless, a very important 
feast, because it prepares the 
way for the birth of Christ.  It is 
also an unusual feast because it 
celebrates a birthday. 
 
The feasts of saints are tradi-
tionally celebrated on the day of 
their death, because that is the 

date of which they entered into 
eternal life.  And, indeed we 
celebrate the Blessed Virgin 
Mary’s entrance into Heaven on 
August 15th, the Feast of the 
Assumption.  There are only 
three people whose birthdays 
have traditionally been celebrat-
ed by Christians.  Jesus Christ at 
Christmas, Saint John the Bap-
tist, and the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  And we celebrate all 
three birthdays for the same 
reason:  all three were born 
without Original Sin.  Christ, 
because he was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit; Mary, because 
she was kept free from the stain 
of Original Sin by the action of 
God in His foreknowledge that 
she would agree to be the 
mother of Christ; and Saint 
John, because he was blessed in 
the womb by the presence of 
his Savior when Mary, pregnant 
with Jesus, came to aid her 
cousin Elizabeth in the final 
months of Elizabeth’s pregnan-
cy.   
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St. Thomas More Parish & Education Memorial Endowments 

In Memory of Donald Buxter 

Charlie & Mary Lou Janousek 
Paul & Lorrie Reed 
Mike & Cindy Hartigan 
Kay & Jack Monzingo 
Max Burbach 
Karen Stoysich 
Bob & Judy Wichert 
Helen Harvey 
Mary Beth McKee 
Joe & Louise Ferrante 
Pauline Bahnke 
Ronald & Mary Wolfe 
Michael & Mary Kuhse 
Diane LeDoux 
Joan & Jean Jetter 
Greg Burrows 
Phil & Sue Franco 
Paul & Colleen Stolinski 
Mary Ann Kramolisch 
STM Knights of Columbus 
Pat Vrchlavsky 
Bob & Maureen Bourne 
Jim Miriovsky 
Maureen & Dan Maher 
Theresa Ptacek 
John & Terri Beck 
Mary & Thomas Morrissey 
Pam Botos 
Georgann Parr 
Dorothy Begley 
Don & John Dethlefs 
Don & Connie Jetter 
Sheri Dvorak 
In Memory of John (Jack) Cald-

well 

FNTS-SAM Team, Nick, Curtis, Mi-
chael 
Albert & Kimberly Whittaker 
Gary Dziewa 
John & Sharon Hennings 
Larry & Maria Moore 
Martha  Robert Lawton 
Katherine & Robert Johnson 
Sally Theiler 
Wm. & Ann Tomcykowski 
David & Janet Bryne 
Richard & Mary Huss 

Tom & Marialyce Walsh 
Gregory & Jennifer Tiarks 
Paul & Mary Stultz 
Michael & Rhonda Kathol 
Cindy Lapole 
Sheila Rynaski 
Michael & Desiree Summers 
Theresa Rynaski 
Angela & Richard Kaipust 
Jack & Leah Critchfield 
In Memory of David Cannon 

Sharon & David Dickmeyer 
In Memory of Rita Cherek 

Sally Theiler 
In Memory of Chuck Dantrell 

Catholic Engaged Encounter 
In Memory of Tommy Dropinski 

Bob & Michelle Kwasnieski 
Bob & Jeanne Maher 
Jim Miriovsky 
Elaine Egnoski 
In Memory of John (Jack) 

Egermier 

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Bouckaert 
In Memory of Robert Evon 

Phil & Sue Franco 
In Memory of Joan Fenton 

Margie & Bob Hladik 
In Memory of Rosalie Floerehing-

er 

Jim & Sharon Paladino 
In Memory of Charlie Gilmore 

Gus & Barb Godek 
In Memory of Joe Hermanek 

Bob & Margie Hladik 
Nick & Lucille Mickells 
Bob & Jeanne Maher 
In Memory of Ronald Holstein 

Bob & Mary Krayneski 

In Memory of Ralph Janousek 

George & Marsha Gunia 
Bernie & Katie Wees 
In Memory of Judy Jungers 

Jim & Sharon Paladino 
In Memory of Stephen Krupa 

Don & John Dethlefs 
Gus & Barb Godek 
Jim Miriovsky 
Eric & Theresa Ramelb 
Thomas & Mary Beth Burton 
In Memory of Vera Kusleika 

Bob & Jeanne Maher 
Mary Ann Kramolisch 
In Memory of Gerald Landon 

Olderog Family 
In Memory of Jane McKernan 

Russ & Connie Johnson 
In Memory of Jim Parsons 

Bob & Margie Hladik 
In Memory of Henrietta Parys 

Rich & Donna Limbeck 
Gus & Barb Godek 
Pat Halski 
In Memory of Lois Schmid 

Bob & Jeanne Maher 
In Memory of Linda Schmitz 

Jim & Sharon Paladino 
In Memory of Richard Sempek 

Bernie & Katie Wees 
In Memory of Stan Smedra 

Tom & Kathie Sobetski 
In Memory of David & Arlene 

Steier 

Carol Zuroske 
In Memory of Dennis Sullivan 

Marie Bohls 
Bob & Margie Hladik 
In Memory of Leo Szarad 

Pat Halski 
In Memory of Ester Tarnick 

Dorothy Dropinski 
In Memory of Bruce Tuttle 

Gus & Barb Godek 
In Memory of Kathy Werner 

Edie Winkelmann 
In Memory of Ralph Winkelmann 

Edie Winkelmann 

St. Thomas 

More 

Catholic 

Church 




