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Parishioner 
Ordinary Time II 

2019 

 

 Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 
(Holy day of Obligation) 

 
Mass times will be: 

August 14 at 5:30pm 
August 15 at 7:00am 
August 15 at 8:15am 
August 15 at 5:30pm 

 It is exciting to be 
starting here at St. Thomas 
More.  I have had a fair 
amount of contact with the 
parish over the years since it 
started.  My aunt, Marguerite 
Dostal, was bookkeeper here 
for many years.  When she 
and her husband Adolph 
passed away thirteen years 
ago, I became responsible for 
watching over there son, Don.  
The Folda clan are also my 
relatives.  I am sure that there 
are many more contacts with 
people, especially through all 
the ministries that STM pa-
rishioners have been involved 
in that I have helped with over 
the 41 years that I have been a 
priest.   
 I was born on Sept. 
12, 1952, and was raised on a 
farm five miles northwest of 
Howells, NE.  At the age of 
13, I went to St. John Vianney 
High School Seminary in 
Elkhorn, NE, which is now 
Mount Michael.  I then at-
tended St. John Vianney Semi-
nary at St. Thomas College in 
St. Paul, MN.  I spent four 
more years at St. Thomas 
Seminary in Denver, CO, for 
Theology training and re-
ceived a M.Div.   
 I  have been assigned 
in many parishes and hospi-
tals.  I was a deacon at St. Ber-
nard’s for six months.  My 
first assignment as a priest was 

at St. Pius X 
from 1978-81.  
I was at St. 
John Vianney 
in Millard 
from 1981-84.  
I was at St. 
Peter’s Parish 
in Omaha and 
worked at 
Lutheran 
Hospital from 
1984-85.  I was head chaplain 
at Bergan Mercy Hospital and 
in residence at St. Leo’s parish 
from 1985-88.  I was the 
priest chaplain at Children’s 
and Methodist Hospital and 
was Associate Pastor at Christ 
the King from 1988-90.  At 
the same time, I was also 
training seminarians at St. 
Joe’s Hospital during the sum-
mers.  I then went out to the 
rural Nebraska area and was 
pastor at St. Boniface in Me-
nominee, NE from 1990-93.  
During that time, I was also a 
part-time chaplain at Sacred 
Heart Hospital in Yankton, 
SD.  From 1991-92 I was pas-
tor of St. John the Baptist at 
Fordyce, NE.  Then I was 
pastor at St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in Neligh and St. The-
resa of Avila in Clearwater, 
NE from 1992-98.  Then I 
was pastor at St. Michael’s in 
Albion, NE from 1998-2005.  
I was also pastor at St. Ed-
ward’s in St. Edward, NE 

from 1999-2000.  I was also 
pastor at St. John the Baptist 
in Petersburg, NE from 2000-
05.  Then it was back to Oma-
ha to be pastor at Holy Name 
Parish from 2005-12.  I was 
also pastor at St. Richard’s 
from 2007-09.  Then I was 
most recently at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish here in 
Omaha from 2012 until now.   
I have also worked with En-
gaged Encounter for almost 
40 years.  I also worked with 
Beginning Experience for wid-
owed and divorced Catholics 
for many years.  I have also 
worked with Christians En-
counter Christ for many years.  
As of July, 2019 I am assigned 
as pastor of St. Thomas More 
Parish.  In case you are won-
dering, I go by Fr. Frank. 
 
~from parish website 
 
(Above picture is Fr. Frank 
kayaking on the Sea of Galilee.) 
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Baptisms 

 

Congratulations to all those who received  
the sacrament of baptism recently. 
 

~Evan Daniel Lee 

~Tess Marie Wordekemper 

~Edith Mae Bandy 

~Oliver Wyndham Sullivan 

~Jameson Jack Tietsort 

Parish Festival 

This year the St. Thomas More Parish Festi-
val will be held on Sunday, October 6th. Af-
ter having to change the date out of necessi-
ty last year it was decided to keep this same 
time frame again this year.  We hope all will 
participate and enjoy the festival in this new 
season of the year.  
 
Volunteers are needed and the committee 

asks for 2 hour shifts.  You can sign up on 
sign up genius or contact Amy McDonnell at 
402-490-9733 or amymc2@cox.net OR 
Mike McDonnell at mike15@cox.net.  We 
will also need donations for the grocery 
booth, home and sports booth, and any un-
wanted glassware for the coin toss booth.  
School parents can earn parent participation 
hours for helping at this event.   
 
As usual, there will be good food, games, 
raffles, several inflatables, Baggo, music, bin-
go, cake walk, beer garden, pickles, and lots 
of FUN!!!!  Tell your friends and neighbors. 

 Minh Tran is a seminarian with the Archdiocese of Omaha who is in his 
second year of Theology at Assumption Seminary College in San Antonio, TX.  
He was born on January 28, 1975 in Vietnam and claims his hometown as Papil-
lion, Nebraska with his home parish being St. Columbkille Church.  He became an 
Altar Server at 10 years of age.  He has a bachelor’s degree in accounting and has 
attended school to learn Theology.   
 In 2010 he entered a religious order in Brazil.  During that time he came 
to Nebraska to visit family and decided to become a parish priest.  Minh has three 
brothers and three sisters and his mother still lives in Vietnam.  His planned ordination date is 
2021.  Minh will be at St. Thomas More for the next year before returning to the seminary.   
 
~from Archdiocese of Omaha Vocations Office 
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The Parishioner 

is published at 

the Parish Office 

four times a year 

to coincide with 

the Liturgical 

seasons of the 

church.  It will be 

published at  Ad-

vent/Christmas, 

Lent/Easter, Or-

dinary Time I 

(until the Feast of 

the Assumption), 

and Ordinary 

Time II 

(Assumption until 

the end of the 

liturgical year).    

Congratulations to the following couples who celebrated their wedding at St. Thomas 

More this summer! 

Katie Wanek and Josh Lundholm—June 29, 2019 

Baylee Kneip and Parker Victor—July 27, 2019 

 

Weddings 

 At the end of World 
War I an armistice, or tem-
porary cessation of hostili-
ties, between the Allied na-
tions and Germany went 
into effect on the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month.  For 
that reason, November 11, 
1918, is generally regarded 
as the end of “the war to 
end all wars.” 

 In November 1919, 
President Wilson pro-
claimed November 11 as the 
first commemoration of Ar-
mistice Day with the fol-
lowing words:  “To us in 
America, the reflections of 
Armistice Day will be filled 
with solemn pride in the 
heroism of those who died 
in the country’s service and 
with gratitude for the victo-
ry both because of the thing 
from which it has freed us 
and because of the oppor-
tunity it has given America 
to show her sympathy with 
peace and justice in the 

councils of the nations…” 
 The original concept 
for the celebration was for a 
day observed with parades 
and public meetings and a 
brief suspension of business 
beginning at 11:00am.  An 
Act approved May 13, 
1938, made the 11th of No-
vember in each year a legal 
holiday—to be dedicated to 
the cause of world peace 
and to be thereafter cele-
brated and known as 
“Armistice Day.”  Armistice 
Day was primarily a day set 
aside to honor veterans of 
World War I, but after the 
continuation of wars and 
conflicts involving Ameri-
can forces the Act was 
amended by striking out the 
word Armistice and replac-
ing it with Veterans so it 
became a day to honor all 
veterans of all wars.   
 The Uniform Holi-
day Bill was signed on June 
28, 1968 and was intended 
to ensure three day week-
ends for Federal employees 
by celebrating four national 
holidays on Mondays to in-

clude Veterans Day.  The 
first Veterans Day under 
this law caused confusion 
and it was quite apparent 
that the commemoration of 
this day was a matter or his-
toric and patriotic signifi-
cance to the citizens of 
America so on September 
20, 1975 President Gerald 
Ford signed a law which 
returned the annual ob-
servance of Veterans Day to 
November 11th, beginning 
in 1978. 
 Veterans Day con-
tinues to be observed on 
November 11, regardless of 
the day of the week on 
which it falls.  The restora-
tion of the observance to 
November 11 not only pre-
serves the historical signifi-
cance of the date, but helps 
focus attention on the im-
portant purpose of Veterans 
Day:  A celebration to hon-
or America’s veterans for 
their patriotism, love of 
country, and willingness to 
serve and sacrifice for the 
common good.   
 Thanks to all veter-

ans who have served 
our country! 
 
~from www.va.gov 
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August 15 
Assumption of  

the Blessed  
Virgin Mary 

  
August 15 
First Day of 
School K-8 

 
October 6 

Parish Festival 
 

November 1 
All Saints Day 

 
November 2 
All Souls Day 

 
December 4 

Peddler’s  
Market 

  
  

The Pope’s Pulse 
It is possible to prefer failure, desolation and fatigue to healing, comfort 
and hope, Pope Francis said during Mass at Santa Marta on April 9, 2019.  
Giving in to complaining and dissatisfaction, is a spiritual illness, he added. 
 
Commenting on Numbers 21:4-9 in which the Israelites find themselves in 
the desert after their exodus from Egypt, the Holy Father retraces the various stages they underwent 
on their journey to the Promised Land.  “They started out enthusiastically” then it turned into “fear 
on the banks of the sea”.  Then difficult times in the desert led to fatigue as “the people could not 
bear the journey”, and began to complain.  They had “lost their memory, fatigue is selective:  it al-
ways show us the bad side of the moment we are experiencing and makes us forget the good things 
we have received”.  The people distanced themselves from the Lord and gave in to idolatry because 
the “spirit of weariness takes away hope”.  The “spirit of weariness” also brings with it “the spirit of 
dissatisfaction.” 
 
The attitude of dissatisfaction “is the perfect soil for the devil to sow” and people become incapable 
of reaping “a sign of hope”.  Pope Francis concluded by invoking the Lord to “free us from this 
disease” and calling on the faithful to reject this attitude that prefers failure to hope, healing and 
consolation. 
~excerpts from Pope Francis’ morning meditation—Do not give in to failure—April 9, 2019 

 
The Lord gives 

each of us  
a vocation,  

a challenge to 
discover the  
talents and  
abilities we  

possess and to 
put them at the 

service of others.   

~Pope Francis~ 

Saints Cosmas and Damian 

 According to 
Christian traditions, these 
twin brothers were born 
in Arabia and became 
skilled doctors. 
 During the perse-
cution under Diocletian, 
Cosmas and Damian were 
arrested by order of the 
Prefect of Cilicia, other 
wise known as Lysias, 
who order them under 
torture to recant.  Howev-
er, according to legend 
they stayed true to their 
faith, enduring being 
hung on a cross, stoned 
and shot by arrows and 
finally suffered execution 
by beheading.  Anthimus, 
Leontius and Euprepius, their 
younger brothers, who were 
inseparable from them through-
out life, shared in their martyr-
dom.  Devotion to the two 
saints spread rapidly in both 
East and West.   
 The martyr twins are 

invoked in the Canon of the 
Mass in the prayer known as the 
Communicantes (from the first 
Latin work of the prayer):  “In 
communion with the whole 
Church, they venerate above all 
others the memory of the glori-
ous ever-virgin Mary, Mother of 

our God and Lord, Jesus 
Christ, then of blessed Jo-
seph, husband of the Virgin, 
your blessed Apostles and 
Martyrs, Peter and Paul, An-
drew, James . . . John and 
Paul, Cosmas and Damian 
and all your Saints:  grant 
through their merits and pray-
ers that in all things we may 
be defended by the help of 
your protection.”  They are 
also invoked in the Litany of 
the Saints, and in the older 
form of the Roman rite, in the 
Collect for Thursday in the 
Third Week of Lent.   
 Their feast day in the 
General Roman Calendar, was 
moved to September 26th in 

1969.  Saints Cosmas and 
Damian are regarded as the pa-
trons of physicians, surgeons, 
and pharmacists and are some-
times represented with medical 
emblems. 
 
~excerpts from Wikipedia.org 
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St. Thomas More Parish & Education Memorial Endowments 

In Memory of Thomas M. Baye 
Larry & Loretta Houlton 

In Memory of Michael Bonacci 
Nick & Lucille Mickells 

In Memory of Angela M. Briganti 
Larry, Loretta, & John Houlton 

In Memory of Felix Burkum 
Larry, Loretta, & John Houlton 

In Memory of Colleen Clemens 
Jim & Sharon Paladino 

In Memory of Jim Clines 
Bob & Margie Hladik 

In Memory of Jean Foley 
Bob & Margie Hladik 

In Memory of Rich Frenzel 
Mark & Carol Zuroske 

In Memory of Louis & Bernice 

Jodlowski 
Gus & Barb Godek 

In Memory of Rita Hasiak 
Ken & Mary Pat King 
Bob & Jeanne Maher 

In Memory of James Janda, Sr. 
Barb Godek 
Bob & Margie Hladik 
Donna Limbeck 
STM Knights of Columbus 
Greg Burrows 
Marsha Sterba 
Bob & Jeanne Maher 

In Memory of Richard Limbeck 
Allan & Sharon Schumacher 
Rita Seminara 
Barbara Propp 
Joe & Lynette Pesek 

In Memory of Marian Mackie 
Edie Winkelmann 

In Memory of Raymond Pluta 
Matt & Mimi Maher 
Bob & Jeanne Maher 

In Memory of Norma Radie 
Catholic Engaged Encounter 

In Memory of Annette Schmitz 
Gus & Barb Godek 

In Memory of Dorothy Schultz 
Bob & Carol Dargy 
Chuck Paladino & Family 

In Memory of Rosemary Sheehan 
Bob & Carol Dargy 

In Memory of Gerald Stahmer 
Millie Fanciullo 
Mary Shipp 

In Memory of Karen Uher 
Marie Bohls 

In Memory of Claire Wicken-

hauser 
Cathy Katzenberger 

2020 Mass Intention Requests 

 Mass Intention requests for 2020 will be ac-
cepted by mail postmarked September 15, 2019 or lat-
er.  Walk in requests will be accepted beginning No-
vember 1, 2019.  You may request up to TWO dates 
per intention with only one being on a weekend.  In-
clude a minimum offering of $10 per intention.  We 
are usually listing two separate mass intentions per 
mass unless you indicate otherwise.  We do this in or-
der to accommodate all the requests we receive and 
after a person is deceased when a number of masses 
are usually requested from funeral offerings.   
 Occasionally it may be necessary to move an 
intention.  We will make every attempt to contact you 
to inform you of the change.  Otherwise check the bul-
letin for the upcoming week’s mass schedule and in-
tentions.   
 The full description of guidelines along with a 
sample request form will be available at the beginning 
of September in the Parish Office, on the parish web-
site and in the vestibule of church.   
 
~from parish office staff 



PARISH FESTIVAL 
Sunday, October 6, 2019 

Noon—8:00 pm 

Attractions 

Baggo Tournament 

   Sign up—1:30pm             

Start—2:00pm 

 

 Games 

Play all your old favorites like the Grocery 
Booth , Coin Toss, Color game and many 
more! 

 Food 

Our classic Italian sausage & peppers, hot 
dogs, chili dogs, chili, nachos with chili/
cheese. 

 Raffle Prizes 

Grand Prize - $5,000 
2nd & 3rd Prize - $500 

 Music begins at Noon 

     Featuring the George Heaston Experience   

Cake Walk 

Win a tasty home-

made treat! 

and 

Bingo! 

In the Gym: 

Returning Favorites: 

Redemption Prize Booth 
Bounce Houses, 

Pickles, 
Cotton candy, Popcorn,  
Sno Cones & Ice Cream 

Pop, water, & BEER 

4804 Grover St.  Omaha, NE  www.stmomaha.org 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church 


