
          Aug. 31-Sep. 1, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

This week we had the first meeting of the new Vocations Committee.  It was a great time to discuss many 

of the challenges that we face as individuals, as a parish, and as a part of the whole Catholic Church.  Most 

of those present had read Bishop Barron’s book that was in the back of the church a few weeks ago.  If 

you are finished with your copy and have no one to pass it on to, you could put it back on the table for 

another person to read it.  One warning that was suggested for those who have a copy is that you make 

sure and read it to the end.  If you just read the first chapter or two you will only get depressed.  His 

whole point is to encourage people to not give up, but to continue to live the Catholic Faith as many did 

who came before us.  There have been hard times like this many times in Church history.   

I am reminded of the 3rd, 4th, & 5th centuries when the Arian heresy was rampant.  That split the church in 

half.  That was when many started to believe that is was okay to believe that Jesus was basically adopted 

by God and then became the Son of God.  This meant that he was originally a creature like us and not 

eternal.  Bishops, priests, and lay people fell into this heresy.  The problem was this was not what the 

apostles learned from Jesus himself.  It would have meant that the “adopted” son was a liar, which is 

ridiculous.  They had a better excuse than we have for the divisions of the church back then.  At that point 

the canon or list of books of the Bible had not been finalized.  We have had so many more things that the 

Holy Spirit has shown us through the centuries and we still have people like the Superior General of the 

Jesuit community saying that Satan is not a real entity but more like something that just affects the 

universe.  He has watched too many Star Wars movies about the “Dark Force.”  We also have about 70% 

of Catholics who don’t believe that in Communion we are receiving the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of 

Jesus Christ.  They think it is just symbolic and so it is not that important for us to worry about.  I wish they 

would check into some of the Eucharistic miracles that have happened over the centuries. 

Because of these divisions and many more obstacles it is hard to get young people to commit to a life of 

service to the Lord and His Church, but it is that much more important.  We have come up with two ideas 

to start the work of the committee.  The first is that I will be figuring out the feasibility of having 

Benediction and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on First Fridays for several hours to pray specifically 

for Vocations.  I will keep you informed on that.  The other idea is actually a good follow-up from the 

homework I gave you last week with my homily.  I invited you to share a story with your family on 

something that was a pivotal point in your faith.  I had shared how God had arranged for me to be sick 

while I was preparing in 1st grade for 1st Reconciliation, 1st Communion, and Confirmation.  Being sick 

actually helped it to be a more memorable time so I could always be focused on being a “Soldier of 

Christ.”   

Those who came to the meeting will each be submitting a story of a pivotal point in their faith journey.  

We will have those in the bulletin occasionally.  Hopefully these will help us all realize that God is working 

all around us and we won’t feel so isolated.  As we get this going we will be asking other willing writers to 

submit their stories.  Some of us have more than one, but we would like one story at a time and would 

hope that they can be summarized to be one page or less.  They can go on the end of this letter.  Stay 

tuned for the first edition. 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


