
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reflection on the first reading from the book of Sirach (Chapter 15:15-20) 

This week the first reading from the book of Sirach talked about God’s gift of wisdom. The author 

lived in Jerusalem, about 200 BC. He promoted the devotion for wisdom, the law, priesthood, and 

divine worship. His book is the last book of the wisdom books in the Old Testament. The Wisdom 

Literature included the Books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Song of Songs, and the 

Books of Wisdom, and Sirach.  

Sirach wrote: “If you choose you can keep the commandments, they will save you; if you trust in 

God, you too shall live; he has set before you fire and water to whichever you choose, stretch forth 

your hand.” It is guidance for all of us. The author advised us to keep the commandments 

wholeheartedly to live in the providence of God. By choosing to do the right thing, we will benefit 

from our decisions; but when we must choose between the works of charity or save money for 

another purpose.  Which one will we choose? The author said: “whichever you choose, stretch 

forth your hand.” It means, today, we might not do a good deed for some reason, but when we are 

available, we open our hands to contribute to those who are in need. Then he wrote: “Before man 

are life and death, good and evil, whichever he chooses shall be given him.” This is the reward and 

punishment that comes from God through our choices today. God has given us an abundance, and 

he needs us to live according to his will to get the reward that God has reserved for us from the 

beginning and until the end. 

To choose is a verb that we encounter every day in our lives. For example, to choose to go to 

Sunday Mass or stay at home. To choose to visit a nursing home or watch a movie. To choose to 

say nice words to family, community, people, or to speak ill or to criticize; to choose to live virtue 

or addiction, etc. God does not force us to do this or to do that; so he gives us freedom to choose 

between right or wrong and true or false. Because of this, we need God’s word to illuminate our 

minds. We really yearn for God’s guide on our journey to heaven. Pray and entrust your life to 

God; strong faith and love are the new way of life to live in union with God and in harmony with 

a loving brotherhood. It sounds like the Law of Moses, but as we try to reach our purpose of turning 

our present life into Jesus’ kingdom, who lives in us, and by letting him guide us in our lives. Let 

the vitality of Jesus pervade in the life of every family and this community. We know the wisdom 

of God is not abstract or out of this world.  His wisdom is very simple, very understandable for 

everyone. It is to keep the commandments, love others, and choose to live according to the truth. 

When we live like that, “the eyes of God are on those who fear him; he understands man’s every 

deed.”  

In short, Sirach mentions many problems connected to human life, such as money, relationships, 

worship, business, and even table manners. He shows us the wisdom of God that accompanies and 

assists us to know how to live within the covenant, how to be faithful to God even in the small 

things. Psalm 118:19 expressed, “Open to me the gates of righteousness; I shall enter through 

them, I shall give thanks to the LORD.”  
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