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A Stewardship Prayer
Jesus, teach us to pray. Help us
to manage our time so that we can
spend it with You. Holy Spirit, fill
us with your gifts. May we offer
ourselves in sacrifice for all in need.
Father, give us generous hearts.
Help us to manage our finances
and to give You priority. As your
faithful disciples, we ask this for
ourselves and people everywhere,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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S T E WA R D S H I P

I

n common language, “stewardship”
simply means taking good care of
one’s belongings. But at Annunciation
Catholic Parish, when we talk about
stewardship, we mean something more
than that. As Christians, we believe
that we don’t really own anything,
per se. God has created all things —
everything we “own” is really “on loan”
from God. From this perspective, then,
stewardship means taking care of God’s
gifts — and using them for His purposes.

Stewardship is using our
time, talent, and treasure
to build God’s Kingdom.

DISCIPLESHIP

S

tewardship isn’t a “program” or a
fundraising effort. It’s not a one-year
experiment. It’s a commitment to a lifestyle of
Christian discipleship. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church tells us that discipleship is,
“the common vocation of all Christ's disciples,
a vocation to holiness and to the mission of
evangelizing the world” (CCC, 1533). When
we commit to lives of stewardship, we are
saying that we are going to take the gifts that
God has given us in our lives, our time, our
talents and our treasure, and use them to
grow in holiness and to share the love of God
with everyone we meet. God asks us to be
His hands and feet to those we encounter.
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Will you follow where He leads?

Stewardship of Time

M A K ING TIME FOR PR AY ER

M

any of us know that it is important to pray, but what is prayer and how do we do it? According
to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, prayer is “the raising of one's mind and heart to God
or the requesting of good things from God.” As Christians, each of us is encouraged to make time for
doing just this every day. It is through prayer that we receive the peace that can only be found in doing
God’s will. There are many ways to practice prayer, and each one connects us to God in a unique way.

A C T I O N S T E P S T O I M P R O V E Y O U R P R AY E R L I F E
• Spend 15 minutes every morning in quiet prayer by reading and reflecting
on Sacred Scripture. A helpful place to start is the readings for each day,
found at usccb.org/bible/readings or on Catholic phone and tablet apps,
such as iBreviary, Magnificat or Divine Office.
•	Thank God for the good things He has given you that you might take for
granted throughout the day.
•	Examine your conscience before going to sleep and say an Act of Contrition
like we do at Mass.
•	Pray with your children each night before bed, giving each family member
an opportunity to pray for something and concluding with an Our Father,
Hail Mary and the Glory Be.

“Stewardship of time… should include setting
aside periods for family prayer, for the reading
of Scripture, for visits to the Blessed Sacrament,
and for attendance at Mass during the week
whenever this is possible.”
— U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response
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Stewardship of T alent

BEING A N ACTI V E SERVA NT
“Jesus said to them, ‘Come after
me, and I will make you fishers of
men.’ Then they abandoned their
nets and followed him.”
— Mark 1:17-18

E

very week, our parish is buzzing with activity. There are groups that pray together, groups that
minister to other parishioners, and groups that reach out to the community. Christ Himself
taught us that “whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew
25:40). When we lay down our wants and desires to serve each other, God blesses our efforts! Will you
consider where God is calling you to serve Him?

ACTION STEPS TO BECOME
MORE ACTIVE IN SERVICE
•P
 ray about how the gifts God
has given you can best be used
to serve others.
•U
 se your Commitment Card to
find a parish ministry that will
help you grow personally in
living out your faith.
•C
ommit to being faithful to
God through those you serve
in word and deed.
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Stewardship of Treasure

CONSISTENT A ND GENEROUS
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TAKE A STEP TOWARD
10 PERCENT
At Annunciation Catholic Parish we
honor the scriptural tithe. We invite
parishioners to give 5% of their gross
income to God through the offertory, 1%
to the diocese and 4% to other charities.
Determine what steps you can take
toward giving 10% of your household
income. Consider increasing your gift by
1% or 2% increments until you reach the
scriptural tithe and be faithful to your
commitment, whatever it may be.
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•	
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Him priority in them.
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•	Make a commitment to give regularly
to God through the parish offertory,
and be faithful to your tithing
commitment, even when you attend
Mass elsewhere.
l
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Stewardship

IN VOLV ES COM MITMENT

I

t’s difficult to give God any percentage
of our time, talent, or treasure if we
do not first give Him 100 percent of our
hearts. For this reason, our Stewardship
Renewal is a time for growing closer to
God above all else. It is a time to make God
our top priority, and then express this
growth through written commitments.
How will you turn more readily to Him
with your whole heart?

rough
Discipleship th

S T E WA R D S H I P

HOLIC PAR
ANNUNCIATION CAT

ES

lt

N
H

IN 47714
nevv.org

CARD
2018 COMMITMENT
First & Last Name
Phone
Email
t Name
Spouse: First & Las
Spouse: Phone
Spouse: Email

Address
City

State

TIME

TA L E N T

Spending Time with
God in Prayer

Using My Talents
in Parish Ministries

“Love the Lord your God with all your
heart.” In order to keep this commandment,
we have to spend time in prayer, talking to
the Person we love most. Below are some
suggested ways to make prayer a priority.

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love
requires that we act in the best interests
of others. How can you serve others by
your involvement in parish programs?
When you sign up for a program, the
leader will call you to explain how to
become involved.
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Attend Mass every Sunday and Holy
Day



Attend weekday Mass at least once a
week



Invite a friend or acquaintance to
Mass




Pray together with my family



Discuss our Catholic Faith with my
family




Read the Bible for a half hour a week

Pray for the sick, the lonely and the
deceased

=Currently Involved =Interested in Joining
Please clearly write the first name of
interested family member on the line.

PARISH MINISTRIES AND ACTIVITIES
__________Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
__________Adult Faith Formation
__________Adult Servers
__________Altar Linens
__________Altar Servers

Spend at least 15 minutes a day in
personal prayer

__________Bereavement Dinners




Pray the Rosary at least weekly

__________Campus Clean-up

Go to Confession at least every other
month

__________Church Cleaning



Spend extra time with my spouse
each day

__________Collection Counters

Pray for my country daily

__________Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion





Pray for an increase in vocations
Pray for our priests

__________Bereavement Support

__________Church Decorating
__________Dignity of Human Life

__________Facilities General
Maintenance
__________Facilities Planning

TREASURE
Offertory Gift
“For they gave according to their means,
as I can testify, and beyond their means,
of their own free will... but first they gave
themselves to the Lord” (2nd Cor. 8:3-5).
At Annunciation Catholic Parish, we ask
that each household give:

5% to Annunciation Catholic Parish
4% to charities
1% to the diocese
My Offertory pledge to
Annunciation Catholic Parish

%

Percentage of household income:

Please complete either a weekly or monthly
offertory gift:
Weekly gift

$

x52 =

$

annually

$

x12 =

$

annually

or
Monthly gift

Weekly giving based on
proportion of income.
Weekly Giving Chart
% of Hshld.Income: 10%
Household Income
$30,000
$50,000
$70,000
$100,000
$200,000

5%

4%

1%

Amount of Weekly Gift
$58
$29
$23
$6
$96
$48
$38
$10
$135
$67
$54
$14
$192
$96
$76
$19
$384 $192 $154
$38

continued on back panels

Please bring your completed Commitment Card to Mass on November 17/18
or mail it to the parish in the envelope provided.
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