
Do you remember your First Communion — 
dressing up, welcoming your extended family 

into town, walking up reverently to receive the 
Precious Body and Blood of the Lord for the very first 
time? Each year, a group of students prepares to have 
the same experience as they get ready to receive the 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion. 

As Catholics, we hold the relatively unique belief 
that, in the Eucharist, Holy Communion, we are invited 
to receive our Lord, truly present — Body, Blood, Soul, 
and Divinity. Our eternal God humbles Himself to be 
united with us in this sacrament. Unfortunately, for 
many of us, it’s a gift that can easily be taken for granted. 

However, if you’re looking for inspiration in 
deepening your appreciation of the Eucharist, 
perhaps you need not look any further than our 
second-grade students.

Each year, the second-graders — both in our school 
and home school programs — prepare to receive the gift 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament for the first time, and 
their excitement is contagious.

“It was really exciting, seeing their faces when they 
came in and they got to show off their fancy dresses 
and their suits,” says Libby Stagg, who teaches second 
grade at the Holy Spirit campus of Annunciation School. 
“Watching their faces, you could see the anticipation — 

you see they realize this is a big deal and they are excited 
to be a part of it.

“It brings a revitalization of your relationship with 
God, seeing the young ones so excited about the Eucharist,” 
Ms. Stagg adds. “[We can] take the opportunity to reflect 
on our relationship with God and the idea that [the 
Eucharist] is something we might be taking for granted. 
We should learn to appreciate it the way the children do.”

United withJesus  Through First Holy Communion
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Christ the King and Holy Spirit Churches

Our second grade students from last year 
at Annunciation who received Jesus in

 the Eucharist for the first time. 



This year, First Communion will be celebrated on 
May 3, at the 11 a.m. Sunday Mass, at Christ the King. 
Celebrating the sacrament at Mass serves to remind 
the children that not only are they more closely united 
with Christ in this sacrament, but also with the body of 
believers, receiving Jesus together. 

“The whole idea is that we’re a Catholic community 
and the community is there to support you through the 
sacraments you’re receiving,” Ms. Stagg says. 

The children spend the year leading up to their First 
Communion in a time of preparation, learning more about 
their faith — especially the Mass and the sacraments — 
and deepening their relationship with Jesus. 

“We talk a lot about the motions of the Mass, why 
we do what we do, so they understand the reasoning 
behind it,” Ms. Stagg says. “I think it revitalizes my 

appreciation of the Eucharist, and also the Mass as a 
whole.”

Ms. Stagg hopes and prays that as her students and 
the other children receive their First Communion that it 
will be a step in their lifelong relationship with Christ, 
knowing that He is always present. 

“I hope they know that God is always going to 
be there for them,” Ms. Stagg says. “No matter what 
they’re going through in life, and what situation they’re 
in, God will always be there for you. I hope that really 
sticks with them.”

“This is a very special time to reflect on your faith 
and your relationship with God and how He loves you,” 
she adds. “The Eucharist is proof that He will always 
love you. My prayer for them is that this is another stone 
in a strong foundation for their relationship with Him.”

If you would like more information on preparing your children for the sacraments, please contact 
the parish office at 812-476-3061. For more information about Annunciation School at our Christ 

the King campus, please call 812-476-1792, and for the Holy Spirit campus, please call 812-477-9082. 
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Celebrating the sacrament at Mass serves to remind the children that not only are they more closely 
united with Christ in this sacrament, but also with the body of believers, receiving Jesus together. 



This year, you can give me up for 
Lent! You’re welcome.
Since I will be away throughout 

the entirety of the season of Lent, 
which begins on February 26, I 
wanted to offer a few thoughts before 
I go on this very valuable season. 

We need Lent. Perhaps more 
than any other season, we need it. 
Our lives are always getting out of 
order. We are always putting things 
that are less important ahead of 
things that are more important. 
Above all, it is very easy for us to 
lose sight of the fact that God is the 
source of every gift. 

The Church offers us the 
corrective habits of prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving as methods for 
putting things back in order. Mother 
Church wants to help us, her children, 
to live as we were meant: with hearts 
and minds focused on the author of 
all life. These three Lenten practices 
are nothing new. They are timeless 
habits that can change hearts of stone 
into hearts of flesh.

What’s fascinating to me is how 
well they mirror the practices of 
a good steward. Prayer is a way 

of using our time. It is a way of 
putting time back in order, for its 
proper use, which is to give honor 
and glory to God. I encourage you 
to revisit your pledge of time for 
this year and see how well you are 
doing so far with regard to prayer. 
Perhaps Lent can’t be a time to 
focus on one area that poses the 
greatest challenge.

Fasting is a way of acknowledging 
our dependence on God. Every gift 
and talent we possess is a gift from 
God. We might think the opposite 
of fasting is gorging: just devouring 
everything in sight. But the opposite 

of fasting is really self-sufficiency. 
It’s doing everything without the 
awareness that it is all given. Using 
our talents well can be a way of 
fasting: we acknowledge the gift and 
we put it to its proper use.

Almsgiving is a way of 
distributing our treasure such that 
our hearts can share in the need of 
others. This is the real desire of the 
Church: that we would share in the 
needs of others. It doesn’t mean 
we can fix everyone’s problems or 
feed every hungry mouth, but it 
does mean that we need to seek to 
share in the needs of others. 

I encourage you to use the month 
of February to consider how you 
might take a step in one of these 
Lenten practices this year. Giving me 
up for Lent won’t cut it! Know that I 
will be praying for a fruitful Lenten 
journey for our entire Parish.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

 

Fr. Alex Zenthoefer
Pastor

A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Parishioners,

Our Lenten Practices Reflect Our Easter Growth
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Adore and Restore Wednesdays
Imagine if the risen Christ were to appear to us here 

in our parish — wouldn’t we all go running to meet 
Him? More likely than not, millions of people would 
travel from around the world just to sit at His feet and 
soak in the incomparable graces of His presence. It may 
be hard for us to picture this scenario, and yet the reality 
is that we are already given the opportunity to rest in 
Christ’s presence daily!

We are greatly blessed in the Catholic Church to have 
the real presence of Jesus dwelling in our midst in the 
form of the Holy Eucharist. Every Wednesday evening 
here at Annunciation in our Christ the King church, we are 
welcome to partake in one of the most sacred experiences 
our Catholic faith has to offer — Eucharistic Adoration, 
along with the restorative Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

As Fr. Alex Zenthoefer explains, Adore and Restore 
Wednesdays are an opportunity for the faithful to spend 
quiet time with the Lord.

“Eucharistic Adoration is really an extension of 
the Mass,” Fr. Alex says. “That moment we have after 
Communion is sometimes brief, and this allows us to 
take that moment and spread it out so that we can feel 
the nearness of God that we oftentimes miss due to the 
craziness of life.”

The weekly hour of adoration — held from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday — is open to anyone seeking 
to find a place of peace. In today’s busy world, it can be 
intimidating to commit time each week to Eucharistic 
Adoration. One of the greatest blessings of Adore and 

Restore is that parishioners and visitors can drop in for as 
much or as little time as they are able. 

“I would say come and spend as much time as you 
want,” Fr. Alex says. “Some people like to stay for the 
whole hour, some people stay for 10 minutes, some 
come just for confession, and some for benediction at 
the end. I realize that sometimes sitting silently isn’t 

Annunciation parishioners have the opportunity to pray 
before the Holy Eucharist and/or receive the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation every Wednesday evening during Adore 

and Restore.

continued on page 5

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place at Annunciation in the church on our Christ the 
King campus every Wednesday beginning at 5:30 p.m. and continuing until 6:30 p.m. Confessions 

are also heard during that time. There is no need to sign up — come as you are! Anyone who might be 
interested in helping to set up or tidy up on these evenings should contact Fr. Alex Zenthoefer by 

email at azenthoefer@evdio.org, or by telephone in the parish office at 812-476-3061.

mailto:azenthoefer@evdio.org


everyone’s preferred way of praying, but we do all 
need time in silence before God. This is our chance to 
have that time.”

In addition to spending time in silent meditation, 
some visitors to adoration choose to pray the Rosary, read 
devotional books, or reflect on the Scripture readings of 
the day. 

However adorers choose to spend their time in Christ’s 
presence, sitting before the Eucharist is a wonderful way 
to prepare oneself for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
With this in mind, Fr. Alex is available in the confessional 
throughout the hour of adoration.

“When we started these evenings, it was because I 
had a real desire to spend more time in adoration,” he 
says. “Then someone suggested that I offer confessions. 
But it has been really beautiful for me because often, the 

whole time I’m in the confessional, people are coming 
in. So there is a real desire in people to let go of the 
things that are weighing them down. And it’s beautiful 
to see the presence of Christ on the faces of those who 
come in for confession.”

By nourishing our spiritual lives through time spent 
in adoration and confession, we open ourselves up ever 
more to God’s abundant graces.

“God wants us to be fully alive and be fully ourselves, 
and if we’re not taking the time to nurture that part of 
our souls that longs for Him, then in some way we’re not 
doing Him fitting honor,” Fr. Alex says. “We honor God 
by putting ourselves before Him and letting Him speak 
to us. It’s a celebration of the gift God gives to us through 
His Son. Jesus wants that intimate relationship with us, 
and wants to bless us with His presence.”

Parish Mission: March 1-4, 2020  
Fr. Tyler Tenbarge will offer a series of presentations 
on the depths of the Mass. Each presentation will be 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Christ the King Church.

Please see the bulletin for the Stations of the Cross offerings 
throughout the season of Lent.

Lent/Easter Schedule

A Weekly Opportunity to Grow Closer to Christ

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Holy Thursday
7 p.m. at Christ the King

Good Friday
7 p.m. at Holy Spirit

Easter Vigil
8 p.m. at Christ the King

Easter Sunday
7:30 and 11 a.m. at Christ the King; 

9 a.m. at Holy Spirit



STEWARDSHIP: Living Life to the Fullest

As professed disciples of Christ, we are also stewards 
of our personal and communal vocations. When we 

declare Christ as our King and Savior, we also promise 
to exist as His earthly body. The universal Church de-
pends upon its individual earthly members for evan-
gelization and support. As stewards of Catholicism, we 
must respond to this call with living faith and heartfelt 
stewardship. We must employ our lives in Christ’s ser-
vice, allowing Him to vocationally use us to our fullest 
potential. God designed us with specific talents in mind 
— by closely communicating with Jesus, His Son, we can 
put our talents to proper use. As stated in John’s Gospel, 
when we give our lives to Christ, He promises to ignite 
them accordingly: “I came so that they might have life 
and have it more abundantly” (Jn 10:10).

True life demands sacrifices, which are crucial in 
urging us onward and upward toward Christ. When 
we embark upon a lifelong path of stewardship, giving 
our time, talent and treasure in the service of God and 
His Church, we are effectively allowing Jesus to guide 
us along life’s slippery slopes with the steady hand of a 
practiced master. Christ explains this concept in the ninth 
chapter of Luke’s Gospel: “If anyone wishes to come af-
ter me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily 

and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it” 
(Lk 9:23-24). Only after completely giving our lives over 
to Christ, will we experience the true majesty of life — 
the life each of us is destined to live. 

As Catholics, we are urged to outwardly promote all 
stages of life, and to stand up in its defense. Consider-
ing the attention death has garnered within our society 
— whether we focus upon abortion, embryonic stem cell 
research, capital punishment or euthanasia — an un-
derstanding and respect for life must be reinstated into 
our culture and lives. But we must first harbor a true, 
personal love for life within our very souls, and live our 
own lives to the fullest, through Christ, in the service and 
promotion of His Church. We must become stewards of 
faith, in order to truly live as Christ planned. And we 
must give our time, talents and treasure — all gifts God 
has given us through life — before we can really claim 
to be alive. 

Let us promote the sanctity of life through personal 
conversion. Our deaths in Christ destine us to live in 
His glory, the ultimate expression of life. Let us become 
the disciples we claim to be, by adopting the essence of 
stewardship and melding it into our very souls.
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True life demands sacrifices, which are crucial in urging us onward 
and upward toward Christ. When we embark upon a lifelong path of 

stewardship, giving our time, talent and treasure in the service of God 
and His Church, we are effectively allowing Jesus to guide us along 

life’s slippery slopes with the steady hand of a practiced master. 



Hospitality Sundays: 

By nature of our Baptism, we are all adopted sons 
and daughters of God — one family united by 

our common membership in the Body of Christ. Yet, 
while we may sit by or see the same parishioners 
week after week, how many conversations have we 
actually had with one another? How many names do 
we actually know?

Parishioner Sheri Barron says this is what makes 
events like Annunciation’s monthly Hospitality Sun-
days so vital to our faith community, allowing pa-
rishioners to truly come to know and build relation-
ships with one another.

“It provides a way for people to actually mingle 
with and get to know one another instead of just sit-
ting next to, but never necessarily talking to one an-
other,” Sheri says.

Coordinated by the Hospitality Committee, these 
gatherings occur the first Sunday of each month, with 
the exception of the summer months and December, 
following Holy Spirit’s 9 a.m. Mass and Christ the 
King’s 11 a.m. Mass. Ministry volunteers provide  

donuts, coffee and other light refreshments as a way 
of gathering parishioners together and providing 
them with an easy venue to get to know one another.

“Our hope is to provide them with a brief time to 
socialize after Mass,” Sheri says. “I truly think it is so 
important for the community. Many of them spend 
so much time volunteering and working, so this is 
designed just to bring them together without asking 
them to do anything. It’s a simple way to give back to 
the parishioners a bit.”

Helping Sheri accomplish this task is a group 
of dedicated volunteers who not only help host the 
monthly Hospitality Sundays but also help host near-
ly all other parish celebrations and events which in-
clude some form of food or reception.

“We pretty much coordinate all of the parish cel-
ebrations — anything that pertains to food with ex-
ception of Bereavement dinners,” Sheri says. “I’ve got 
a really great group of core volunteers who make my 
job so easy. Everyone just does what they can and it’s 
been a great way to build up friendships amongst us.”

continued on back cover

If you are interested in joining the Hospitality Committee, please call or text Sheri Barron at 812-499-0490.

Building Relationships Amongst Parishioners



Hospitality Sundays
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WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. at Holy Spirit

Sunday: 7:30 a.m. at Christ the King  |  9:00 a.m. at 
Holy Spirit  |  11:00 a.m. at Christ the King

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday: No Mass | Tuesday: 7:45 a.m. at Christ 

the King | Wednesday: 7:45 a.m. at Christ the King 
(Summer), 8:30 a.m. at Holy Spirit (School year) | 

Thursday: 7:45 a.m. at Christ the King (Summer), 
8:30 a.m. at Christ the King (School year) | Friday: 

7:45 a.m. at Christ the King

Confessions:
Tuesday: 7:15-7:30 a.m. at Christ the King  |  

Wednesday:  7:15-7:30 a.m. at Christ the King 
(Summer); 5:30-6:20 p.m. (during adoration once it 

begins on August 7)  |  Thursday:  7:15-7:30 a.m. at 
Christ the King (Summer); 8-8:15 a.m. at Christ the 

King (School year)  |  Friday:  7:15-7:30 a.m. at Christ 
the King  |  Saturday: 3-3:45 p.m. at Holy Spirit

Adoration:
Wednesdays: 5:30-6:30 p.m. at Christ the King. |  

First Fridays: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. at Christ the King

Someone who genuinely enjoys serving, Sheri loves 
the way that the Hospitality Committee enables her to 
serve her fellow parishioners. She feels it’s a great way to 
give back and it’s a ministry that parishioners can easily 
fit into their lives, no matter how busy.

“What’s nice is that you can help and get involved 
in this ministry in a variety of ways,” Sheri says. “If we 
had someone who just wanted to be on the list to prepare 
some type of food for one of our dinners, that would be 
fine. We have some people who just want to do the set up 
or serving. Then, too, I try to really distribute who I ask 
for help because I want people to feel that their service is 
a joy and not a burden. I want people to be able to serve 
in the way that they feel called and able.”

Whether it’s baking some goodies for a parish recep-
tion, coming early to set up tables and chairs, serving 
food, or staying late for cleanup, each member of the Hos-
pitality Committee helps make our parish community a 
bit more welcoming. In turn, their efforts help to facili-
tate real relationships amongst our parishioners so that  
Annunciation truly feels like family to its members.

http://www.annunciationevv.org

