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MEET OUR NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Becky Loehr, Mel Justak and Patrick Edwards Ready to Serve

“E

xcitement” is the right
word to explain how Mel
Justak, Becky Loehr and Patrick
Edwards feel about their new roles
at Annunciation.
“I am excited to work with and
also develop deeper relationships
with others in the parish, including
Fr. Alex,” says Patrick, a new member
of the Finance Council.
“I am excited for learning the
complicated system of a successful
parish and hopefully adding to that
success,” says Becky, a new member
of Parish Council.
“I think with my 47 years as
a business owner, I can bring my
real-life experiences to the benefit
of the Finance Council,” says Mel,
a new member of Finance Council
and new Parish Council Chair. “I
am a numbers person and hope
to be able to assist in keeping the
parish on solid financial footing. I’m
very familiar with budgeting and
financial recognition.”

Mel and Patrick both feel
blessed that they will be using
their God-given gifts to serve the
Finance Council. Patrick also credits
Brad Muehlbauer for asking him,
personally, to join. This is the first
ministry on which Patrick has served
in our parish. His wife, Monica, has
done much parish and diocesan
volunteering, though.
“The Finance Council best fits my
innate skills and I hope to leverage
what I have learned as treasurer of
several not-for-profits and a public
company to help the parish continue
to operate efficiently,” Patrick says.
Becky credits the Holy Spirit
for her decision to step up and
serve on the Parish Council. In fact,
she’s discerned the call for the last
two years.
“Last year when nominations
came around, I thought about it but
let the opportunity pass,” she says.
“When it came around this year, I
just couldn’t get it out of my mind.

Becky Loehr, new Parish Council
member with her husband, Chris.

So, I did it, and I’ve been at peace
ever since.”
Becky notes that she has
previously done work with a number
of ministries.
“I am an Extraordinary Minister
of Holy Communion,” she says.
“In the past, I’ve worked with the
RCIA program as both a sponsor
and presenter. I’ve helped with the
summer socials as well.”
continued on page 2
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In addition, Mel is no stranger to
parish ministries.
“In the past, I’ve been a Eucharistic
Minister, and when my children
attended Christ the King I assisted with
some of the sports teams as an assistant
coach,” Mel says.
“The Parish Council was looking
for one of its members to be the Finance
Council liaison,” Mel adds. “I saw this
as the perfect time to step forward and
use my learned business acumen to
the benefit of the whole parish. Since I
am now retired, I can give to both the
Parish Council and the Finance Council
as much time as is needed.”
All three have hopes for each
council and their role in it.
“My main goal is to help ensure
the parish maintains a solid financial
outlook and thus can work toward its
mission of developing our kids and
helping all of us find God through
Jesus,” Patrick says.

continued from front cover

Mel Justak, new Finance Council
member and Chair of Parish Council

Patrick Edwards, new
Finance Council member

“My biggest desire is that we
can get more and more people to
participate,” Becky says. “There
are so many ways that people can
use their talents to make our parish
stronger.”

“My goal for the council will be to
foster the sense of commitment that it
will take to be a successful and fiscally
sound parish,” Mel says. “I will also be
in a position to form committees that
can help with achieving that goal.”

You Are Invited:

Our Parish Mission with Fr. Tyler Tenbarge
March 1 through March 4

W

e invite all to our upcoming mission, which will take
place at Christ the King Church on Sunday, March 1
through Wednesday, March 4, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. each night.
We are happy to welcome Fr. Tyler Tenbarge, from the
Diocese of Evansville, as our mission speaker. He serves
as the Associate Pastor at Corpus Christi, St. Philip and
St. Matthew Parishes, as well as Associate Director of
Vocations for the Diocese of Evansville.
He will be speaking about Going to the Depths of

the Mass. The evenings will center on the following
themes:
1. Old Testament Roots
2. New Testament Fulfillment
3. Walking through the (theology we engage in
the actions of the) Mass.
For more information, please contact the parish office.

A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

A Month Filled with Gratitude
Dear Parishioners,

T

he month of November of
course brings to mind thoughts
of thanksgiving. These aren’t just
thoughts about Thanksgiving Day
— although I look forward to it with
happy anticipation — but thoughts
regarding the many reasons we
should be thankful.
We begin the month with a Holy
Day of Obligation, the Solemnity
of All Saints, on Nov. 1. It is a
stewardship feast in so many ways,
instituted to honor all saints, known
and unknown. The communion
of saints — the sharing of spiritual
goods by those in heaven to us who
are still in our pilgrimage — is a
great cause for thanksgiving. We
read about the lives of the saints to
be encouraged and inspired by their
examples. Plus, we are strengthened
by their fellowship in the Body of
Christ, and their prayers aid us.
We follow All Saints Day with
All Souls Day on Nov. 2 so we
can honor and commemorate all
those others who may have been
“saints” in our lives. It may have
been a mother or father, sister or
brother, son or daughter, next-door
neighbor, good friend, grandparent,
uncle or aunt, cousin, teacher, or
student — the list is endless. We
have been blessed in our lives with
people who have shown us what it
means to be a good Christian, what it

means to be a good steward. During
this month of November, we need to
thank God for those people in our
lives. In fact, we need to thank God
period, which is another important
element of this month.
Toward the end of the month we
celebrate what is mainly a secular
holiday, Thanksgiving, but this
national holiday is so grounded in our
Christian stewardship tradition. This
year is the 156th anniversary of the
first official Thanksgiving in the U.S.,
as proclaimed by President Abraham
Lincoln in 1863, during the horrors
of the Civil War. In the beginning of
that proclamation, President Lincoln
stated, “To these bounties, which are so
constantly enjoyed that we are prone to
forget the source from which they come,

others have been added, which are of so
extraordinary a nature, that they cannot
fail to penetrate and soften even the heart
which is habitually insensible to the ever
watchful providence of Almighty God.”
Lincoln takes great care to recognize
God’s presence in all of the “thanks.”
Couldn’t we say those words
of Lincoln about our lives, about
the life of our parish this year? In
fact, we could say it every month.
Stewardship is the appreciation of
our many, many blessings, both
personally and as a faith family.
From the beginning of the
month, when we thank God for
the example of the saints and for
the example of the “saints” in our
lives, to the end of the month,
when we thank God for basically
everything we have and everything
we are, November is a time to
remember and to approach the
Lord with a grateful heart. That
is what stewardship really is —
approaching God; approaching
each day; approaching all those
with whom we come in contact —
with grateful and loving hearts.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Alex Zenthoefer
Pastor
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS ABOUT

O

nce again, it’s time for our annual Stewardship
Renewal. Every year, someone asks, as you may
have asked yourself, “Didn’t we just have a Stewardship
Renewal? Aren’t we sufficiently ‘renewed’ by now?” Yes,
we had a Stewardship Renewal last year, and we’re going
to have one next year, too! This is an annual occurrence
— part of the rhythm of parish life in our Annunciation
faith community. Just as the Church proposes a time of
spiritual renewal each Lent, we believe in the importance
of a yearly examination of commitment. Is the Lord
asking you to give more time, talent, or treasure to our
parish this year?
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How do I use my Commitment Card?
Your Commitment Card allows you to make
commitments to prayer, parish ministries, and offertory
giving. It is designed to be used by the whole family.
Time Section: Except for the ill and homebound,
everyone should be able to check “Come to Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days.” Try to check at least a few
other items. Daily prayer should be a priority for every
person trying to grow closer to God.
Talent Section: You can either sign up for new
ministries or re-commit to your current ministries. Be
sure to write your first name next to the ministry! This
is especially important if the card is being used by more
than one person.
Treasure Section: Clearly print how much money
you plan to give each week or month to our parish. Try
to take a step toward giving five percent of your income
to Annunciation.
My age or physical limitations prevent me from
being active in the parish. Should I still turn in a
Commitment Card?
Yes! The first section of the card — Stewardship of
Time — is the most important because it allows you to
make commitments to prayer. Even if you can’t join a
ministry or make it to Mass on Sunday, you can still pray
for our parish. Your spiritual support has tremendous
value in the eyes of God.
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First & Last Name
Phone

One time I turned in a card, but no one ever called me
when I signed up for a ministry.
If this happened in the past, please forgive us! And
don’t give up on filling out your Commitment Card! We
have a very good plan to call every person interested in
joining a new ministry. If for some reason the ministry
leader does not call you within four weeks of turning in
your card, let the parish office know.

Email
Last Name (if applicable)

Spouse First & Weekend is November 30-December 1. Don’t forget to bring your Commitment Card to Mass!
Commitment
Phone
il

Annual Stewardship Renewal
How much should I give?
Your gift is entirely dependent on how much God
has given you. At Annunciation, we ask that you give
five percent to our parish, one percent to the diocese,
and four percent to other charities. Why a percentage of
income? First, because the tithe (10 percent) is a scriptural
benchmark that the Church has honored for centuries
(see Malachi 3:10). Secondly, we give a percentage
of income because it is a common-sense standard by
which everyone can equitably support the parish. Most
of all, we give because we believe God comes first in
everything, even finances.
What if I can’t fulfill my financial pledge?
While our pledge is not a “contract,” we should all
make a good-faith effort to fulfill it. Of course, if your
financial circumstances change — if you lose your job,
for instance — then the amount of money you give the
Church will change, too. Likewise if you get a raise or
bonus. The biggest reason many people don’t fulfill their
pledge is that they attend Mass at another parish when
they go on vacation, attend a wedding, etc. If you’re out

2019 STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL
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of town, just make up for the missed Sunday when you
write your next check to the parish. Using your envelopes
is a good way to see which Sundays you missed.
I don’t even go to Mass very frequently. Why turn in a
Commitment Card?
Because this is your chance to turn over a new leaf!
Why not make a commitment to God to come to Mass
every Sunday, and then write down that commitment?
Even if that’s the only commitment you make, take a
step forward. Jesus Himself is waiting for you!
What happens if I don’t return my Commitment Card?
We will mail you a reminder letter that includes
an extra Commitment Card (in case you misplaced
yours). Make every effort you can to participate. Our
Stewardship Renewal is a very important annual event
in the life of our parish. You and your family are part
of what makes Annunciation a great community! Most
importantly, your commitments are actually promises to
Christ Himself. All of us are called to give back to God a
portion of what He has given us.

Every parish family
receives a special
“Stewardship Package”
in the mail that further
explains our parish’s
vision of stewardship.
It includes a booklet
that describes every
ministry in the parish,
as well as your
Commitment Card.
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ALIVE with THE FAITH

I

t may seem like the first day of school was just yesterday,
but our Annunciation School students have already
enjoyed an exciting autumn full of discovery and growth
not only in the classroom, but in faith life, as well.
As the academic year got underway earlier this
fall, students at both the Christ the King and Holy
Spirit campuses began the year with the theme “Christ
— Yesterday, Today and Forever — 75 Years of Living
the Faith,” in recognition of the Diocese of Evansville
celebrating its 75th anniversary.
Principal Matt Moore at Christ the King Campus has
been working to make this school year the best ever for
his students.
“Our goals are to do all we can to make sure they
are happy and to help them to be hardworking and
respectful,” Mr. Moore says. “We will continue to bring
the best possible educational environment we can.”
Principal David Memmer at Holy Spirit Campus
points out that Catholic education itself has valuable
goals.
“Catholic education is important because students
are not only prepared educationally, but spiritually,”
Mr. Memmer says. “The goal is to help them become
saints and with the end goal of being in heaven.
Catholic education is something that gives students
purpose and direction, and this essentially is why we
have a Catholic school.”
Both concur that our schools are providing a Christcentered family environment for our students and their
families. In addition to the strong academic programs
offered at both schools, students are surrounded with
examples of living their Catholic faith.
“I feel we help them grow in their faith by the way we
conduct ourselves and what we model for our students,”
Mr. Moore says. “We have to model His selflessness
and be servants of God. We help our students to grow

in faith by modeling correct behaviors in how we treat
one another. We help them by providing them prayer
opportunities and service opportunities.”
While there have been no major new developments
at the Christ the King Campus, Mr. Moore is celebrating
his fourth year at the school, as well as the fact that the
entire faculty has returned this year.
“I don’t know if it has ever happened that all the
faculty returned,” he says.
At the Holy Spirit Campus, students have welcomed
Mrs. Marie Allen, who is new to the fourth grade.
The students also are continuing to take part in
the Stephen Covey Leader in Me program that is in its
second year at the school. It is a three-year program
funded by a Koch Foundation grant. While last year was
the foundational year, this year the students are working
in leadership teams.
“The program teaches leadership and independence,
and we are promoting our Catholic faith within that,”
Mr. Memmer says. “The program works to produce not
just leaders, but leaders who are saints. That’s our focus.”

These eighth-grade graduates from the Holy Spirit campus
are well-prepared to take the next step to high school.

Although the school year already is underway, parents interested in enrolling their
children at either campus are welcome to call 812-476-1792 to schedule a tour.

MEET THE FREEMANS

EMBRACING OPPORTUNITIES TO BE PART OF THE FAITH FAMILY

W

hen it comes to stewardship, particularly of time and
talent, the temptation is to defer our involvement
until the elusive day when we have “more time.” We think
to ourselves, “Oh, I’d love to get more involved once my
kids are grown, or when I’m retired then I’ll start joining
things.” But the truth is we all have something to offer to
the table no matter our stage of life. We each have our own
unique way to “pitch in” and make a difference. That’s
what it means, says parishioner Emily Freeman, to be part
of a faith family.
“We each give different things, and that’s okay because
that’s really what it means to be belong to a family,” Emily
says. “Everyone just gives from what they are able — the
individual talents they have. And it looks a little different in
each season of life.”
As the parents of seven children ranging from 12 years
to 2 months old, Emily and her husband, Kirk, know a thing
or two about being busy. Yet, they’ve managed to prioritize
their parish involvement throughout their married life. For
the Freemans, it’s been an important way to live out and
truly model the faith to their children, and a way to make
Annunciation Parish their home.
“I think from the time we actually first started our
family, we really approached stewardship as a way of life,”
Kirk says. “We wanted to make sure that we educated our
children within the context of a parish community. And just
like within an actual home, it involves cleaning, yard work,
and doing the books.”
“That’s why we’ve always tried to discover ways
to involve our children,” Emily adds. “Our desire is for
the children to see the parish life as an extension of our
own family.”
That’s why you’ll see members of the Freeman family
involved in a wide variety of liturgical ministries — from
greeting, lectoring, altar serving, cantoring, and even serving
as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion — at any
given Saturday vigil Mass at Holy Spirit Church. Emily and
the kids also clean the church regularly along with another
young family while Emily plays an active role in the planning
and executing of the annual parish social. Kirk, meanwhile,

Kirk and Emily Freeman
with their seven children

in the midst of running his own small business, has managed
to make time to serve twice on Pastoral Council, to remain
actively involved in the Knights of Columbus, lead one of
the parish grounds crews, and to serve on a diocesan-level
building commission.
Though their involvement certainly requires some
planning, the fruits of their various “yeses” have been
amazing to behold over the years. First and foremost, it’s
allowed the Freeman children to see and experience faith
outside the context of their home, and realize how beautiful
our Catholic heritage is while taking their own independent
steps to become part of it.
“I feel like there is always something that the faith family
offers in terms of formation and witness that is so much
greater than we can do on our own at home,” Emily says.
The second great blessing of stewardship for the
Freeman family has been the beautiful relationships that
have developed over the years. It’s transformed the parish
from a place they attend once a week to an actual family,
in turn making their worship experience all the more
intimate and meaningful.
“It’s just fostered this tremendous sense of community,”
Emily says. “That sense of belonging helps make my
experience of worship even more intimate.”
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Christmas Schedule
Christmas Eve

4 p.m. at Holy Spirit
5 p.m. at Christ the King
10 p.m. at Holy Spirit

Christmas Day

10 a.m. at Christ the King

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. at Holy Spirit
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. at Christ the King | 9:00 a.m. at
Holy Spirit | 11:00 a.m. at Christ the King

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Monday: No Mass | Tuesday: 7:45 a.m. at Christ
the King | Wednesday: 7:45 a.m. at Christ the King
(Summer), 8:30 a.m. at Holy Spirit (School year) |
Thursday: 7:45 a.m. at Christ the King (Summer),
8:30 a.m. at Christ the King (School year) | Friday:
7:45 a.m. at Christ the King
Confessions:
Tuesday: 7:15-7:30 a.m. at Christ the King |
Wednesday: 7:15-7:30 a.m. at Christ the King
(Summer); 5:30-6:20 a.m. (during adoration) |
Thursday: 7:15-7:30 a.m. at Christ the King (Summer)
| Friday: 7:15-7:30 a.m. at Christ the King
| Saturday: 3-3:45 p.m. at Holy Spirit
Adoration:
Wednesdays: 5:30-6:30 p.m. at Christ the King
| First Fridays: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. at Christ the King

