
Church of St Patrick 
Parish Council 

Meeting February 13, 2020 
 

Members present:  Father Kuss, Roseanne Strand, Liz Gerlach, Susan Connolly, Brian Brown, Tom Moses, 

Julie Schnell, Ed Connelly, Jim Swanke, Music & Liturgy Director - Tim Smith, Seminarian Aaron Downing 

 

7:00 PM Call to order – Roseanne Strand, Chair 

 

Prayer for St. Patrick’s – Father Kuss 

 

Approved Minutes from meeting January 16, 2020  
 

Chair’s Opening Words:  Roseanne, once again, encouraged member of this council to reply to messages concerning 

agenda items.  There is so much activity in each group and this must be brought to the table. 

 

2020 Events – Review Dates:  

Men’s Club – Lenten Fish Dinner on Friday March 6th at 6pm after Stations of the Cross.   Sachin Choudhary could not 

attend the meeting but asked for input on the best ways to get the word out.  The announcements started with the 

January 26th Parish Bulletin.  Other discussions included e-mail blasts (contacting Kathy Burns) and announcements by 

Father at the end of Mass (having members of the Men’s Club present to sell tickets). 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration – March 15, 2020 Brunch after the 11am mass.  Anastasia Lynch and Roseanne will chair 

this event planning a meeting for Saturday, February 16th at 1pm to discuss initial details. 

May Events:   

• First Communion and May Crowning will be celebrated at the 9am Mass on May 3rd.  

• Women’s Council Brunch - after a discussion, the original chosen date of May 3rd after 11am mass was 

confirmed.   It was determined this date and time would not be a problem with First Communion and May 

Crowning. 

All Parish Mass Update - A meeting is scheduled in the near future to pull the plan together.   Committees are set and a 

proposal has been sent to Father Kuss for approval. 

New Business / Revisit Business: 

• Endowment:  Representatives from Catholic Community Foundation met with Finance Council at the January 

21st meeting to answer additional questions and concerns.  The Trustees have since signed off on a Permanent 

Endowment.  The goal is to reach $25,000 in donations which will be matched $25,000 by CCF.  Father’s plan 

would be to leave this investment untouched for a few years and allow it to grow.  Distributions in later years 

would yield elevated funds for St. Pat’s.   There is currently a Quasi Endowment, which is an investment account.  

Parishioners can contribute to this account if they so choose. 

A suggestion was made to have CCF work in educating parishioners on Donor Advised Funds; a way to take 

advantage of current tax laws and still direct contributions throughout the year.  

• Women’s Guilds:  Grace Hanson will be the new representative to the Parish Council.  The Guilds have offered 

to cover (2) months of hospitality in the next fiscal year – ideally, one in the fall and one in the spring.  Father 

Kuss addressed the subject of First Friday hospitality during Lent.  His wish is to continue this gathering and 

suggested to pare it down to coffee and pastries. 



 

• Faith Formation Committees (K-8th grade & senior high-college):  Father Kuss is looking to form (2) separate 

committees.  He is asking the Parish Council to come forward with names of candidates who are parents of 

youth in our Faith Formation and could be considered for these groups.  

 

• Research Parish App:  In a previous meeting, the subject of a Parish App was brought to Parish Council.  Julie 

Schnell requested authorization to move forward in researching this idea for St. Pat’s. 
 

• Discussion on screens in the main church:  This subject will be postponed for another month.  Father would like 

to look at priority in expenses. 

 

• Fall Festival Chair:  Julie Schnell will meet with Father Kuss concerning this matter. 

 

• Finance Committee:   Jim Swanke has been named as the new chair. 

 

• Trustees:  Two new Trustees will be named soon.  Father Kuss is handling the paperwork for Archdiocese 

approval of the candidates. 

 

• Deacon:   We will be welcoming Deacon Robert Schnell as of March 1st.  

 

• Solar Panels:  Father Kuss is looking at this option to help decrease our electric costs as wells as a way to respect 

this earth that has been given to us.  Xcel Energy offers rebates as solar incentives.  More research is needed and 

this maybe a two – three year development. 

 

• Parish Constitution and Bylaws:  Father Kuss distributed this information which is to be reviewed by each 

member.  Discussed items:  

Article 1: Membership and Terms of Office –Members will serve three-year terms with the possibility on one 

additional consecutive term.  Members of Parish Council must be parishioners who have completed and are 

current in their Essential Three safe environment training (VIRTUS training, background check and signed Code 

of Conduct for Church Personnel). 

Article IV: Notice of Parish Council Meetings shall appear in parish bulletin prior to the actual meeting. 

 

• Cana Dinner:  “Thank You” to Julie Schnell, Allison Schmidt, Cathy Burley and Cappy Moore for making the Cana 

Dinner a beautiful event.  Wonderful atmosphere, music, food and companionship.  Noticeably missing were 

younger couples.  Discussion for next year,” how can we attract and reach out to them?”. Citing Child Care as a 

possible issue.  Can we plan something for the children in St. Martin’s hall? 

 

8:00 PM Adjournment  

 

Next Meeting:  March 12, 2020 

 


