
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On October 21st of this year, the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana begins its 75th 
year. Until 1944, we had been part of the Diocese of Fort Wayne. Our founding 
bishop, John George Bennett, was a native son of St. Mary parish in Dunnington, 
Indiana, part of the new diocese. He advised that starting a diocese was the most 
difficult thing imaginable. The Catholic parishes in our new diocese, many 
almost a century old by then, enhanced his efforts to help this young local church 
to grow, mature and minister to the needs of our local communities. We can be 
grateful for the labors and generosity of those who preceded us.

The works of faith and love throughout our diocese continue. The Lord continues 
to call His disciples, all of us, through the Church to go forth and bear fruit. 
When we listen daily and heed our call, we are formed into a community of 
disciples where we “Walk Together in the Light of Christ.” This walk is our 2018 
Fruitful Harvest theme. The Lord never sends us alone to continue His mission.

Like those who came before us for the past 75 years, your sacrificial financial support makes possible the many 
ministries, services and pastoral programs which help build God’s kingdom. We walk with Christ by strengthening 
our faith through marriage preparation programs, professional development workshops for our educators, and adult 
faith formation programs such as the Ecclesial Lay Ministry. School and catechetical ministries enliven participation 
in the Sacraments. We make available to priests the opportunities they need for healthy living, skill-building and 
support in retirement. Our diocesan offices support best practices in parish administration and financial stewardship.

In whatever we do with and for the Church, we are responding to our baptismal call to holiness. We need your help 
to continue what our church started here 75 years ago. I invite you to reflect on the many ways your participation 
in the 2018 Fruitful Harvest Appeal can strengthen and renew the good works of the Church in central Indiana. 
With gratitude for your thoughtful consideration and with hope for a generous response, I remain. 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Timothy L. Doherty 
Bishop of Lafayette-in-Indiana
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MY PRAYER INTENTIONS

Instructions:  Please detach and return this panel with your Biennial Appeal pledge in the envelope provided.  
 If you are unable to make a biennial appeal gift at this time, please still complete and return this panel.

■ I would like to give to the 2018 Biennial Appeal to help our diocese minister 
to one family in God. I have also completed my enclosed commitment form. 

The prayer 
intentions I write 
here will go to 
Bishop Doherty 
who will pray for 
me throughout 
the year!



Disciples of Christ, Witnesses of Faith

Catholic Education & Faith Formation

Evangelization & Outreach

Clergy & Consecrated Life

 10,688 Students Attending Religious Education
 4,971 Catholic School Students
 2,028 First Communion Adults and Children
 1,674 Adults and Young People Confirmed
 20 Number of Catholic Schools

Project Rachel - Post Abortion Ministry
Project Gianna - Helping Mothers and Infants
Catholic Marriage Preparation
Natural Family Planning
Hispanic Ministry
Food Pantries
Youth Ministry & Adult Faith Formation

 74 Active Priests
 22 Retired Priests
 17 Diocesan Deacons
 17 Seminarians

Faith,  Hope and Love  
come ALIVE through 

your generous gifts  to the  
Fruitful  Harvest  Appeal .


