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St. Mary’s Parish 
Office: 40 Academy St., Lee, MA 01238 

(413)243-0275  fax – (413)243-1926 
Website:  www.StMaryLOS.com 

Email:   lcsmchurch@gmail..com  
 
 
One parish serving God and Neighbor 

Throughout 8 towns in 3 worship spaces 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,   We are all excited about the Governor’s announcement of the possibility of 
re-opening our worship sites.  As a Deanery all the Catholic Churches are really pushing to open on Pentecost 
Weekend with the 4 pm Mass in Lee on May 30th.   

Fr. Duy, our Pastoral Council and all our staff have been working hard to maintain the operations of the parish 
and make plans for the re-opening.  I cannot thank them enough for their tireless efforts over these last few 
months and their continued fidelity as we move forward. 

I am putting forward some guidelines to keep us as safe as we can while celebrating the gift of gathering together 
to worship our Lord.  I know this has been a difficult time for all of us.  While we have seen blessedly few diagnosed 
cases of COVID here in our parish family, we all know someone who has been affected.  In particular, we pray for 
those who have lost a loved one.  This is not a disease we should ever take lightly.  I hope we strive forward in 
faith, but faith that is wise and informed and compassionate. 

I write these guidelines to be read by all our parishioners.  In the end each person, each family, will have to make 
decisions going forward about coming back to church.  Bishop Rozanski has continued to lift the obligation to 
attend Mass.  Honestly, for many people the best way to worship will be from home.  That is a perfectly valid way 
to be part of our parish life, especially in these difficult times.   

Read these guidelines and decide if you want to join us for Mass.  I hope these guidelines give you some confidence 
that we take your health and well-being seriously.  If you see a way we can improve, please call or email.  We live 
in such a fluid time.  Together we are better.  Together we can move forward.  Together we are God’s body. 

I love Cardinal Dolan’s phrase: “You can never shut down the Church.  We have only shut down the buildings.”  As 
we look forward to re-opening buildings, I pledge my efforts to do so in healthy and prayerful ways.  May God bless 
us all.          Pax.   Fr. b. 
 

SOME GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
❖ THE COMMON GOOD IS OUR PRIORITY -- Our first consideration must be for the health and safety of our 

parishioners and those whom they will encounter. This is especially true for the most vulnerable members 
of our populations, including the elderly and those with chronic illnesses. Let’s admit to ourselves that 
while we as clergy, liturgists, and musicians have expertise on liturgical practices and sacramental 
theology, we must rely on medical personnel and scientists to give the best advice in these matters. We 
will constantly look to the CDC, our State Government and Health Officials for latest developments, best 
practices and health hygiene. 

❖ OPENING IN PHASES – On May 30th we enter a new phase of re-opening.  This is done with major 
restrictions on maximum numbers in the church, social distancing and disinfecting protocols.  We all know 
this is a preliminary phase.  Much will depend on the Governor and Bishop Rozanski.  We think we will 
know more as the State continues to re-open.  

❖ CONTINUE TO OFFER TELEVISED MASSES – We will continue to offer live-streamed Sunday Mass to the 
benefit to those who are homebound, sick, or otherwise vulnerable. At this point it is hoped this will be the 
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9:30 am Sunday Mass from St. Joseph’s Church in 
Stockbridge.  A link will be posted on our website to 
connect to this and it will be available for viewing anytime 
after.  There are also many other options for viewing 
Masses on TV or online.  We will continue to offer 
suggestions to help people find them. 

❖ DISPENSATION FROM SUNDAY OBLIGATION -- While we 
recognize that many are eager to return to Mass in our 
churches, it remains important for those who are elderly 
and otherwise at risk to refrain from returning to public 
liturgies until it is manifestly safe to do so. All the faithful 
-- especially those who are sick, at high risk of becoming 
sick, and their caregivers, have been dispensed from their 
Sunday obligation until further notice (See Code of Canon 
Law nos. 1245, 1248.2). 

❖ PRESERVE THE LITURGICAL YEAR – Even in the darkest 
days of the pandemic, the Holy Father and his 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments made clear that Easter would not be 
“postponed.” Liturgical seasons preceded it and followed 
it. Similarly, the entire course of the liturgical year is to be 
maintained and the primacy of Sunday is to be respected 
(General Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar, 
4; Catechism of the Catholic Church 2177).  

❖ COMMUNICATING AS BEST WE CAN -- Whenever 
directives are initiated or updated, we will try our best to 
communicate them to our parish.  We have been meeting 
weekly as clergy, Pastoral Council and parish staff.  We 
have our parish website, MyParish APP, Facebook feed 
and email blasts to get information to people in as timely 
a manner as possible.  If you are not getting this 
information, please contact us so we can help connect 
you.  Often, we do not have your email address, so we 
cannot email you the updates.  Or you may need some 
help downloading the MyParish APP.  We will try our best 
to help you to connect.  We hope every parishioner takes 
ownership of the endeavor and realize you are part of the 
effort to keep everyone safe.  

❖ THINK LONG TERM – Understandably, everyone is anxious 
to return to normalcy. But the threat of the coronavirus is 
still very much with us. Even now, some areas of the 
country continue to experience new cases and increased 
fatality rates. Social distancing, the wearing of masks, and 
increased cleaning procedures will be with us for a very 
long time. This will certainly impact the way we worship 
and the rituals which are a vital part of our faith. 

 

WHAT WE ARE DOING NOW – 5/19/20 

The plan is to open church on the weekend 

of May 30th for Mass in each worship site.  

As we prepare for this our Diocese, 

Deanery, Parish Council and staff are 

actively discussing procedures.  This 

document is sent to expand that discussion  

and awareness.  Read it and let us know 

what you think. 

Pray!  Throughout this pandemic lockdown  

Fr. Brian and Fr. Duy have been saying 

Mass and keeping up the sacramental life of 

the church as best we can (Funerals 

especially are important).  But the primary 

place of church is in the home.  Be faithful.  

Pray! 

We have purchased (and received donations 

of) many supplies to be ready as we re-open.  

Masks, sanitizer, cleaning solutions … we 

want to have the things we need to maintain 

a safe and healthy environment. 

Seeking volunteers.  We already have 

amazing people who clean the churches, 

minister as Ushers, Sacristan, Readers, 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 

and Altar Servers.  But we will need more!  

Continue to read this document and discern 

if there is a ministry you could help with.  

We will provide training and coordination of 

efforts. 

St. Mary’s Lee Ushers, Sacristans & 

Ministry of Hospitality: Contact Fr. Brian 

at Frbrian@aol.com 

St. Mary’s Lee Readers & Extraordinary 

Ministers of the Eucharist: Contact Fr. 

Duy at Duy1991Le@gmail.com 

St. Mary of the Lakes Otis: Contact Carol 

Lombardo at lombardoc927@gmail.com 

St. Joseph Stockbridge: Contact Richard 

Lacey at rjwpl@msn.com 
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SAFETY & HYGIENE, OUR COMMON DUTY 
❖ When in doubt, err on the side of caution. 

❖ Baptismal fonts and holy water fonts will remain empty. Water for baptism will be changed and blessed 
before each baptism. As always, blessed water will be properly disposed of in the sacrarium or ground.  

❖ Vessels will be washed after each Mass in hot soapy water.  

❖ All liturgical vestments, including server albs, will be regularly cleaned.  In the earlier phases of re-opening 
the priest will wear alb and stole (no chasuble … as washing is expensive and difficult). 

❖ To begin with, we will tape off two pews between each open pew to help with social distancing.  Families 
can sit shoulder to shoulder but we hope people will respect distance within pews to provide a six-foot 
distance between families. 

❖ High use areas within the church should be wiped down with disinfectant after each liturgy. This will 
include pews, chairs, ambos, the rail in front of the votive candles, hand rails, door handles, push plates, 
light switches and chair rail will be wiped down after each liturgy. As weather permits, the doors 
(especially the outside doors) will be propped open to lessen contact. 

❖ Restroom facilities should be sanitized after each liturgy.  We will leave disinfectant wipes for people to 
use as they enter and leave the restroom as well as hand soap for them to wash up before returning to the 
church.  

❖ The liturgical environment will reflect the liturgical season.  But you will notice we are keeping all 
decorations at a minimum (less surfaces to clean or attract germs). In the earliest phases the prie dieus in 
front of the votive candles will be removed (harder to sanitize the fabric than the wooden rail) and an 
additional ambo will be put in front of the presider (so no-one need hold the Roman Missal for the priest). 

❖ All hymnals and missalettes (and other items) will be removed from the pews and stored for the duration 
of the pandemic. As we re-open we will give each family a Missalette (as long as supplies last) that we 
hope they will take with them and use both at home and when they return to church.  Due to copyright 
licenses we won’t be producing a worship aide.  You can also get the readings on our MyParish App or one 
of the many liturgical aides (Magificat, The Word Among Us, etc.) 

❖ We will make every effort to have disinfectant wipes and/or hand sanitizer at the main entrances.  We 
know supplies are limited so we hope to stock up.  

 

SAFETY & HYGIENE, THE DUTY OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL 

❖ Those who are sick or symptomatic should stay home!  

❖ Wash hands at home and use hand sanitizer before entering the church.  

❖ Face masks are to be worn by each assembly member.  Children under the age of two should not wear 
one.  Children between the age of 2 & 5 the wearing of a face covering or mask is at the discretion of the 
child’s parents.  A person who declines to wear a face covering or mask because of a medical or disabling 
condition shall not be required to produce documentation verifying the condition. 

❖ Presider will process in with a face masks (although at the beginning we will enter from the side rather 
down the main aisle) and when greeting the people outside of church.  While in the sanctuary space they 
will not need to wear a mask because they are far enough from people and to encourage the dignity of the 
celebration.  During Communion? 

❖ Ministries: All ministers must wash hands thoroughly before serving.  Ushers must wear masks and refrain 
from hugs or handshakes.  Readers & EMs will have their temperature checked when they arrive and must 
wear masks throughout the Mass. 
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SOCIAL DISTANCING 

In each of our liturgical spaces we will make every effort to 
ensure appropriate social distancing before, during, and 
after liturgical celebrations. Of course, we have three very 
different churches and a very small Oratory, so pay 
attention to the rope/tape and instructions within each.  

❖ Other than family/household units, worshippers should 
be seated six feet apart in all directions.  

❖ Parishioners may not be able to sit in their “usual spot” 
or capacity may be limited. 

❖ While the church spaces are fine for smaller groups, we 
are actively looking into having outdoor Masses when 
weather permits, but the main churches will be set up 
in case of inclement weather.  

❖ Ushers will be aware of seating capacity.  
Unfortunately, if the church reaches capacity, they will 
have to encourage people to attend a later Mass.  If 
this becomes untenable, we will consider a ticketing 
system or an online system.  Our Bulletin Company, LPI 
offers such a system.  

❖ We are trying to keep the CTSB Masses ongoing and 
eventually switch to live-streaming the 9:30 am Sunday 
Mass from St. Joseph’s. We are considering whether to 
do the same in Lee. 

❖ In the early phases we will have limited numbers of 
Liturgical Ministers and no altar servers.   

❖ Music Ministers, including small choirs and ensembles, 
should also adhere to social distancing. Our larger choir 
at St. Mary’s Lee will be discontinued until it is safe to 
resume.  

❖ See below for instructions on the Communion 
Procession for keeping distance while coming forward 
to receive 

❖ We won’t have Coffee and Donuts or other gatherings 
before or after Mass. People may socialize with the 
hope they will observe social distancing appropriately. 

❖ We will encourage people to leave the church row by 
row so there is not a large crowd in the aisles or 
entryways.  

❖ Liturgies that would unduly crowd church buildings (e.g. First Communion, Confirmation, etc.) will be 
adjusted or duplicated to ensure smaller crowds. We will also be attentive to numbers & seating during 
funerals. 

❖ In the earliest phase of re-opening we will not use the Oratory.  Instead we will hold private 
prayer/adoration in the Main Church in Lee.  Eventually we hope to re-open the Oratory with appropriate 
distance and good sanitization practices.  

Disinfecting Procedures After Every Mass 

We are deeply grateful for our volunteers who clean the 

church once a week and those who disinfect after each 

Mass.  Cleaning is to remove dust, debris and dirt by 

dusting, vacuuming, sweeping and washing.  We also 

need to disinfect, that is to destroy or inactivate both 

bacteria and viruses that can be harmful.  This takes 

disinfectant solutions and proper procedures. 

Volunteers are to wear masks & gloves when 
cleaning & disinfecting. And to wash up 
thoroughly after cleaning. 

Disinfectant solution will be kept in the 
sacristy.  It is to be used in spraying/wiping 
down:  

 The chairs & ambos in the sanctuary 

 The rails going up to the sanctuary 

 The rail in front of the votive candles & 
top of the donations box 

 The door handles, crash bar & push plates 

 The rails outside of the church 

 The light switches 

 The top of the pew in front of where 
people sit and the pew on which people sit. 

 The chair rail along the side of the church, 
especially in back. 

 

The bathroom in Lee & Otis will be After Each 

Mass DISINFECT the bathroom (the bathroom 

in Stockbridge will be closed): 

 The toilet seat (cover and seat itself) 

 The sink, handles & soap dispenser 

 The light switch, all the door handles & 
lock. 
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PREPARATIONS BEFORE OPENING THE CHURCH EACH DAY AND BEFORE EACH MASS 

❖ Entrance areas will have missalettes (to give to people as they arrive), hand sanitizer available for people 
to use, the collection baskets (for Sunday and Holy Day Masses will be in the main entrance, lined with a 
bag and overseen by an usher for people to make their offering upon arrival rather than passing the 
basket), bulletins (kept out of the way so they can be passed out at the end of Sunday Masses).  

❖ Priests, deacons, and all liturgical ministers should model good hygienic practices before, during, and after 
Mass. Presiders, deacons, and EMHC’s may continue to discreetly use hand sanitizer before Mass, before 
the Communion Procession, and after Mass.  

❖ A Credence Table will be set beside the altar where the vessels, bread, water and wine will be placed for 
the liturgy (no procession of gifts) and hand sanitizer 

❖ Presider’s Ambo set with Presider’s book, petitions & Gospel.  

❖ Reader’s Ambo set with Lectionary (the Reader may also choose to read from their own missalette) 

❖ EM station has hand sanitizer. 

❖ Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist & Reader should check in before Mass and then go to sit with their 
family in the pews. 

❖ When possible, OPEN doors and windows to allow maximum ventilation and reduce contact surfaces. 

 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

❖ Only the presider (and deacon if present) will enter in procession.  The announcements will be made.  
Then the opening song begins.  The presider will make a simple procession from the side, bowing in front 
of the altar before entering the sanctuary.  He may recess out at the end of Mass to the main entrance to 
greet people outside the church.  

❖ The Greeting, Penitential Rite, Gloria (said) and Opening Prayer will be done from the ambo in front of the 
presider’s chair to hold the Roman Missal. This eliminates the need for the server to stand so close to the 
presider when he prays the Collect.  

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

❖ The Reader approaches the ambo (with appropriate bow to the altar) and proclaims the First Reading. 

❖ The Cantor/Organist sings the psalm (if the Reader does not sing, they take a seat behind the ambo). 

❖ The Reader proclaims the second Reading and then returns to their seat (with a bow to the altar). 

❖ The Cantor/Organist sings the Gospel Acclamation 

❖ The Deacon, or in his absence, the priest, proclaims the Gospel from the ambo in front of the Presider’s 
Chair. 

❖ The homilist preaches from the Presider’s Chair. 

❖ The Creed is professed by everyone.  In the absence of a deacon, at the phrase: “I believe in the Holy Spirit 
…” the Reader approaches the ambo (with appropriate bow to the altar) to help with the Prayers of the 
Faithful. 

❖ The Prayers of the Faithful are prayed especially mindful of First Responders, Front Line workers, those 
infected and those who have died from the virus locally and worldwide.  
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

❖ Before preparing the altar the Priest and Deacon will use hand sanitizer. 

❖ The altar is prepared from the credence table directly next to the altar. As the altar is set, the hosts to be 
distributed should be placed on a second corporal to the side so that they are not directly in front of the 
priest, and the cover for the bowl should not have the cover removed. 

❖ In the beginning we will have a basket at the main entrance of the church instead of “passing the basket”.  
We continue to encourage online giving (see our website for more details). 

❖ When is deacon (or concelebrant) is present be mindful of social distancing. There will be moments when 
we are closer than six feet (for example the elevation of the bowl and chalice). But these will be temporary 
with effort to preserve the dignity of the celebration and attention to health concerns. 

❖ There is no physical contact during the Sign of Peace. 
 

 

COMMUNION RITE 

❖ In this first Phase of re-opening, we will be bringing Communion (or a blessing) to people in their pew. 

❖ During the Lamb of God ushers will come forward to the center aisle to help with Communion (moving the 
tape/rope out of the way to give access to the people and carrying gel in case of accidental contact).  EMs 
come forward to gel up and be ready to distribute Communion.  Priest/Deacon gel up. 

❖ The priest/EM accompanied by an usher will go pew by pew (starting with those seated in the front pew) 
to offer communion or a non-contact blessing to people in place.   

❖ Bishop Rozanski has maintained the “requirement” that communion should only be done on the hand.  We 
hope those who would prefer to receive on the tongue will see this is as a chance to sacrifice their 
preference in charity to help keep everyone healthy. 

❖ It is hoped the priest/EM will be able to drop the host onto the communicant’s hands without touching 
them.  Once it is in the communicant’s hands of everyone in their family group, they lower their mask and 
consume the host. 

❖ For those who prefer to receive a blessing.  We will continue our practice of crossing your arms (fingers to 
shoulders) to indicate they want to be blessed.  The priest/EM will extend their hand without any contact 
and call down God’s blessing. 

At this point our research has shown that the use of gloves to distribute Holy Communion is no more effective 
that distributing with the clean/sterilized bare hand. Indeed, gloves would have to be changed for each 
communicant that is touched. Use of tongs or other instruments would, likewise, come into contact with each 
communicant’s hands. 
 

 

CONCLUDING RITE 

❖ We really hope people won’t leave immediately after receiving communion.  The communion prayer, 
blessing and dismissal are vital parts of the Mass.  We are sent forth (Missa est) as Christ’s body, fulfilling 
Christ’s mandate and mission.  

❖ Following our prayer, blessing and dismissal we hope people will maintain social distance as they recess.  
The taped off pews can help in this regard.  If necessary, the priest/deacon can act as ushers releasing 
people pew by pew to recess out of church.   

❖ We are grateful to our music ministry for providing music during this dismissal to help maintain a prayerful 
atmosphere.  When we sing we pray twice. 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

❖ Temporarily, music ministry will be limited – perhaps one cantor and one instrumentalist to lead the 
assembly.  If things go well, we will expand to small choirs while maintaining social distancing in the 
Choir loft/area. 

❖ All hymnals and missalettes will be removed from pews.  Hymnals will be stored.  Missalettes will be 
given out for people to keep. In light of this, we are making efforts to consider repertoire. We will try 
to choose hymns texts and tunes which people easily know, but much of the music may be 
instrumental or sung only by the organist/cantor. 

❖ Other options are the increased use of psalmody and their antiphons or music with repetitive refrains 
or Taizé style hymns.  

❖ Our music ministry is considering the need for longer hymns at the Communion Rite and Recessional. 
Perhaps plan “bridges” between multiple hymns. Communicants will be spaced apart in procession 
and it will take longer for people to leave the church at the end of Mass. 

❖ Assume that everyone will be singing through masks. Some scientists contend that saliva may spread 
as far as 26 feet. 

❖ Clean the keyboard, cantor stand, instruments and choir rails between Masses.  

 

 

 

USHERS  

(We need you to get to church 30 minutes early and stay until everyone leaves.) 

❖ The ushers task begins with greeting people and coordinating seating.  That means enough ushers to 
be at the main doors, especially as the church fills. As well as ushers inside the church walking people 
to available seating.   

❖ We may have to ask people to remain outside and listen to Mass from there if the church completely 
fills.  One hope is to live-stream Mass so people who have to remain outside can view the Mass on 
their smart phone.  A priest/deacon/EM can bring them communion after Mass. 

❖ One usher needs to maintain an eye on the collection basket at the entrance of the church. 

❖ In the early weeks of opening the church ushers can pass out missalettes as people arrive.  We really 
need to encourage people to take them home and use them until they expire in mid-August.  
Missalettes left in the pew will be discarded into the recycle bin. 

❖ Early on, we won’t pass the basket.  A basket will be kept by the entrance of the church and put in the 
safe when Mass begins. 

❖ During the Communion Procession we are asking ushers to help with facilitating the flow of the 
people.  This means accompanying the priest/EM to each pew, removing the rope/tape so they have 
access to the people and having gel available in case there is any accidental contact.  See the 
description of communion procession above. 

❖ At the end of Mass we hope to have ushers at the doors to pass out bulletins (gelling up before 
handling them). 
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EMs 

❖ Early on we will try to resume our regular EM schedule.  Since we will be going throughout the church 
we can have multiple EMs as long as we can maintain social distancing in the sanctuary.   

❖ When you arrive, we will take EM’s temperature as an extra measure of health awareness.  As always, 
wash your hands thoroughly and check in with the celebrant. 

❖ EMs won’t enter in procession, so please sit in the pew with your family.  

❖ When the Lamb of God begins, go to the EM station to gel up, then gather behind the celebrant.   

❖ They receive as usual and go to their station.  During the Communion make every effort to not make 
contact.  Simply drop the host onto the communicant’s hands or extend your hand with God’s blessing 
… with no contact. 

❖ After distributing Communion, return to the sanctuary space as usual. 

❖ When the consecrated hosts are returned to the tabernacle, all bow and return to their pew. 

 

Readers 

❖ We will continue to schedule only one Reader. 

❖ When you arrive, we will take Reader’s temperature as an extra measure of health awareness.  As 
always, wash hands thoroughly and check in.  Review the readings/Prayers of the faithful.  After 
putting the lectionary and Prayers of the Faithful on the ambo, sit with your family. 

❖ Readers won’t enter in procession.  

❖ After the Opening Prayer the Reader goes to the ambo. 

❖ S/he reads the First Reading, (Psalm when there is no singer) and Second Reading before returning to 
their family. 

❖ If the deacon is not present, the Reader prays the Prayer of the Faithful. 

❖ At the end of Mass, they return their books to the sacristy for the next Mass 
 

 

Sacristans 

❖ We have our wonderful volunteers lined up to open the Church and act as Sacristans. 

❖ We hope Phase 1 of re-opening church will be opening the church in Lee every day for private prayer. 
First thing is simply unlocking the doors and turning on lights.  Then, conduct the “PREPARATIONS BEFORE 

OPENING THE CHURCH EACH DAY AND BEFORE EACH MASS” checklist.   

❖ As always, the sacristan sets up the vessels, bread and wine needed for Mass. And washes vessels after 
Mass with soap and hot water. 
 

 

Ministry of Hospitality 

We really need help to clean when we close up the church and after each Mass.  Many hands make light work.  
See the box entitled: “Cleaning Procedures After Every Mass” to see if you are comfortable helping.  We hope 
to schedule people for each day and on the weekends for each Mass. 


