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ST. MARY’S PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

      August 23, 2021 at 5:30 pm 

 

 

Present: Fr. Brian McGrath, Fr. Matthew Barone, Deacon Jim McElroy, Brenda Bianco, Lewis 

Brooks, Charles Houff, Chad Klapes, Lori Koperek, Richard Lacey, Carol Lombardo, Lynda 

Newton, Erin Pollard, Tricia Santos, Laura Sexton. 

 

Absent: Kate Murray, Tom Sermini, Karen Vidoli  

 

Group Introductions were made and grace was said for communal dinner. 

The Council read the Monday Evening Prayer packet together, led by Fr. Brian. 

The Council read Theology of the Parish handout together, led by Fr. Brian. We then broke into 

small groups to discuss what our positive experiences have been at our Parish and where we 

could make improvements. Generally, the groups felt that positive experiences included group 

religious studies and events. Generally, the groups felt that there were two major areas where 

we could improve: 1) Increasing involvement and attendance of young people, especially in 

community service, and 2) increasing communication (especially using Flocknote and website) 

to reach Parishoners and promote Faith formation and community involvement in social justice 

drives.  

 

Fr. Brian discussed the four aspects of a healthy Parish: 

1) Evangelion or “Faith formation” 

2) Eucharistia or “Spiritual Life” 

3) Diaconia or “Service and Social Justice”, and 

4) Koinonia or “Community Life” 

 The group discussed whether we keep the focus on these four Commission areas and 

not have ad hoc :subcommissions””. We decided on keeping the four cornerstone areas and 

adding one more commission: “Communications” to handle above mentioned goal of improving 

communication and involvement of Parishoners through the use of social media. Ad hoc issues 

will be covered under these umbrellas. 

 

We discussed the need for keeping substance and depth to ideas and events. The 

possibility of using Parish surveys to see what people want or respond to best was discussed. 

The idea of “click to subscribe” educational units was discussed with possible in person follow 

up discussion events. We could also keep track using clicks as to what is popular with people.  

An online weekly Rosary group was mentioned, as well as different ideas on how to get people 

to sign up for Flocknote. Other ideas mentioned were a subcommittee of parents to keep 

children engaged, as well as targeted phone calls to families and the homebound.  

 Fr. Brian discussed using tools at our disposal such as phone calls, working on updated 

census, email list, Facebook & website, mailings, Mass announcements. 

  

 

 



2 

ASSIGNMENTS: at least one person will head each of these six Commissions:  

1) Christian Service: Richard Lacey 

2) Community Life: Lewis Brooks 

3) Faith Formation: Deacon Jim McElroy 

4) Spiritual Life: Erin Pollard 

5) Communications: Fr. Matt Barone, Chad Klapes, Trish Santos 

6) Year of the Eucharist contact to the Diocese: Laura Sexton 

 

We discussed the meeting schedule which is typically on the third Monday of the month at 7pm, 

usually lasting an hour.  

 

We had nominations for officers, the following officers were nominated: 

Chair: Charles Houff 

 Vice Chair: Carol Lombardo 

Secretary: Erin Pollard 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for September 19, 2021 at 7:00 pm. Charles would like to have 

the agenda set a week before and subreports sent ahead of time. 

 

A closing prayer was said by Fr. Brian. 

 

Submitted by Erin Pollard 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

-Fr. Brian said a closing prayer.  

 

-The next meeting is scheduled on Monday, August 16, 2021 at 6:00 pm. 

 

Submitted by Erin Pollard 

 

 


