
ST. MARY’S PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 
     September 20, 2021 at 7:00 pm 
 

Present: Fr. Brian McGrath, Fr. Matthew Barone, Deacon Jim McElroy, Lewis Brooks, 
Charles Houff, Chad Klapes, Lori Koperek, Richard Lacey, Carol Lombardo,, Erin Pollard, 
Tricia Santos, Laura Sexton, Tom Sermini. 
 
Absent: Lynda Newton, Kate Murray 
 

-Fr. Matt said an opening prayer. 

-Brenda Bianco has stepped off of the Council, she will continue as our Parish Child 

Advocate. 

-Fr. Brian encouraged the Council to continue thinking about the Mission of our Parish to 

guide us in our work. 

-Charles gave a calendar correction-the traffic stop on October 23 will not be Knights of      

 Columbus, but a high school group. 

-The Pro-Life dinner will be held on October 7th. There will be a rosary at St. Mary’s at 5:00 

pm. 

 
Commissions:  

1. Christian Service: Richard Lacey. The Food pantry drive was fairly successful. The 
baskets will be kept out year round. The coat and clothing drive will take place the 
last three weeks of October.  

2. Community Life: Lewis Brooks. Lewis is working on logistics for after Mass coffee 
once a month, he will consult with Verna Houff. Fr. Brian encouraged Lewis to 
discuss any new ideas for events, especially for younger families. Help can be 
asked for from the Parish once we have dates for events. The Mass of 
Remembrance on November 1st may be a good time to hold an event. 

3. Communications: Fr. Matt Barone, Chad Klapes, Trish Santos. Email was sent 
ahead of the meeting. 
a) WEBSITE: needs some updating. Fr. Matt is working on reorganizing and  
putting on current events. The menu is going to be updated to make it more user-
friendly. Fr. Matt will work on adding more color as well.  
b) FACEBOOK: working on updating the feed and information. Flocknote can 
connect to the Facebook account and we can share/autopost. We discussed having  
someone assigned to post pictures/events to the page. Currently it is an open page 
to like/view, but there is only one Administrator who can post to feed. 
c) FLOCKNOTE: Fr. Matt has logged in and watched tutorials on use. Currently we 
have 26 members. First steps are to gather contact information for Parishoners and 
enter them into the program. Emails will be the primary contact for sign up campaign 
and further communication. We can post the bulletin, daily reflections and have 
subscriptions. There can be groups to communicate with (i.e. Lectors, Parish 
Council, etc...). There are three different kinds of lists: 1) Public, 2) sign-up for 
approval to group (owner/manager for each sub list has to approve and moderate), 
and 3) Hidden Lists (private). There are ways to keep track of usage and analyze 
demographics. We will start with the emails we have on file to ask people to join, 
Excel sheets can be used for this purpose.  

4. Faith Formation: Deacon Jim McElroy. Deacon Jim is reviewing programs for use at 
SMS. He is considering a few options and meeting with Principal Jen Masten. 
Deacon Jim may visit during Religion classes in school and consult with teachers 
regarding materials. He will also consult with Kate Murray for the Religious 
education program. ADULT EDUCATION: weighing in person groups or online or 



hybrid. Fr. Brian suggested thinking about book clubs. There could also be video 
based series for study. 

5. Spiritual Life: Fr. Brian sent a report. 
a) Year of the Eucharist-Fr. Brian discussed purchasing lawn signs which 
Parishonerrs could purchase. He also will purchase banners and prayer cards.There 
is a Christ the King website with videos. Laura Sexton will act as liason. Eucharistic 
Congress will be next October. 
b) Thursdays in Advent: Fr. Brian would like to schedule evening renewals, school 
plays, etc... 
c) Fr. Matt is in charge of Ministry to the Homebound. 
d) Online Rosary: can we get this up and running for online group prayers? 
e) Discussion of how to bring people back to Masses, especially families. 
f) the Annual Report was reviewed. Fiscally, we are in good shape. There are a lot 
of projects being done (i.e. steps at SMC). The report will be shared electronically 
with Parishoners on Friday, then paper copies will be distributed. 
 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

-Community garden was featured on Reel to Reel. 

-Pro-Life activities, banquet and rosary will be on October 7th. 

-Safe Environment: renewal of CORIs: the Diocese is expanding requirements to cover 

background checks in other states for employees and volunteers. Brenda is working on this 

large project. Erin and Brenda are working on cleaning up/updating our current Ministry 

lists.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

-The Berkshire Eagle will no longer be listing our Mass times for free, do we want to pay 

the $500 fee annually? Parish Council voted no on paying the fee. 

-Parish headcount for Diocese is due 10/23. We have to do manual counts during Masses.    

 We have clickers to use, possibly ushers can help. 

-Mask mandate is in effect in the Tri-Towns. We are resuming stringent cleaning protocols 

as well between Masses.  

-Lewis discussed forming a sub-committee to work on getting families back to Mass. Lewis, 

Richard, Tricia, Lori, Tom, and Chad volunteered for sub-committee.  

 

-A closing prayer was said by Fr. Brian. 

 

-The next meeting is scheduled for October 18, 2021 at 7:00 pm.  

 

 
Submitted by Erin Pollard 
 

 

 

  
    

 


