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Hymn: Are You Washed in the Blood of the Lamb? – Alan Jackson 

Verse 1.  Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Refrain: Are you washed, in the blood? 

In the soul cleansing blood of the Lamb? 

Are your garments spotless, are they white as snow? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Verse 4.  Lay aside the garments that are stained with sin 

and be washed in the blood of the Lamb. 

There’s a fountain flowing for the soul unclean. 

Oh, be washed in the blood of the Lamb.  (Refrain) 

 

Opening Prayer: 

Almighty God and Father, we confess that we are an arrogant people – so full of “knowledge” that 

we hardly have any room for love.  We confess that we too often judge when we really need to 

listen, that we push people away when we you call us to welcome them into our communities, that 

we think only about protecting ourselves when we are challenged to risk everything for others.   

Forgive us for being more concerned with “being right” than we are with showing love, for 

demanding uniformity when you call us to celebrate diversity.  Guide us to live according to your 
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unconditional love.  Teach us to see one another as sisters and brothers, that we may learn to live 

as one family. 

Forgive us when we contribute to the brokenness of the world and the lives of people around us.  

In the silence we name the things we have done that separate us from you and from others 

We confess our need to you, and we turn to you with hearts filled with hope, remembering the 

promises you have made to us to hide us in your shelter in the day of trouble.  You have promised 

to set us high on a rock, above those powers and forces that batter us, that tempt us, that work 

against us. 

We confess that we do not trust You fully.  We put our hope in worldly gain and in human promises 

and find ourselves defeated and lost when things fall apart.  Call us back to you that we may put 

our trust in you and not be afraid.  Amen 

Reading: Isaiah 1:16-20 

Wash yourselves clean!  Put away your misdeeds from before my eyes; cease doing evil; learn to 

do good. 

Make justice your aim: redress the wronged, hear the orphan’s plea, defend the widow. 

Come now, let us set things right, says the LORD: Though your sins be like scarlet, they may 

become white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they may become white as wool.  

If you are willing, and obey, you shall eat the good things of the land; but if you refuse and resist, 

you shall be eaten by the sword: for the mouth of the LORD has spoken! 

Reflection: From a homily by Saint John Chrysostom, bishop 

Prayer and converse with God is a supreme good: it is a partnership and union with God.  As the 

eyes of the body are enlightened when they see light, so our spirit, when it is intent on God, is 

illumined by his infinite light.  I do not mean the prayer of outward observance but prayer from 

the heart, not confined to fixed times or periods but continuous throughout the day and night. 

Our spirit should be quick to reach out toward God, not only when it is engaged in meditation; at 

other times also, when it is carrying out its duties, caring for the needy, performing works of 

charity, giving generously in the service of others, our spirit should long for God and call him to 

mind, so that these works may be seasoned with the salt of God’s love, and so make a palatable 

offering to the Lord of the universe. Throughout the whole of our lives we may enjoy the benefit 

that comes from prayer if we devote a great deal of time to it. 

Antiphon: From all their distress God rescues the just. Glorify the LORD with me, 

Together let us pray Psalm 34 

Let us together extol his name.  I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all 

my fears.   

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy, and your faces may not blush with shame.  When 

the poor one called out, the LORD heard, and from all his distress he saved him.   



The LORD has eyes for the just, and ears for their cry.  The LORD confronts the evildoers, to destroy 

remembrance of them from the earth. 

When the just cry out, the LORD hears them, and from all their distress he rescues them. The LORD 

is close to the brokenhearted; and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.   

Our Father… 

Hail Mary… 

Glory be… 

Intercessory Prayer: 

Almighty God and Father, God of goodness and mercy, of gentleness and kindness, of 

righteousness and faithfulness, be the light of our salvation and sustain our souls. 

We offer the daily tasks that consume us to you, for we accomplish nothing without your grace.  

We submit to your will, that we should love you with our everything and love our neighbors, and 

even our enemies, as ourselves. 

Renew us and transform us by your steadfast love into your people.  Help us to live our lives as a 

reflection of divine glory.  May we walk among our brothers and sister as a blessing, bearing light 

into dark places, hope to displace despair, and love that casts out hate. 

Teach us to be sharers of the blessings we enjoy: the blessing of plenty shared with those who have 

need; the blessing of healing shared with those who are sick and wounded; the blessing of joy 

shared with those who celebrate and of tears shared with those who grieve; the blessing of 

friendship shared with those who are excluded, and of solidarity with those who fight injustice; 

the blessing of peace shared with those in conflict, and of confrontation shared with those who 

bring harm.  And in some small way, may our faith and our sharing, help to bring your promises 

into being in our world. 

Cleanse our lives of all shameful attitudes of mind and heart so that we reveal your glory in and 

through all we do and say and are.  Amen 

Blessing:  And may the blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit descend upon 

us and with us remain forever and ever.  

 

 


