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Hymn:  Come Back to Me – Gregory Norbert 

Verse 1.  Come back to me with all your heart. 

Don't let fear keep us apart. 

Trees do bend though straight and tall, 

so must we to others' call. 

Refrain: Long have I waited for 

your coming home to me 

and living deeply our new life. 

Verse 2.  The wilderness will lead you 

to your heart where I will speak. 

Integrity and justice 

with tenderness 

You shall know. (Refrain) 

Verse 3.  Come back to me with all your heart. 

Don't let fear keep us apart. (Refrain 2x) 

Come back to me with all your heart. 

Don't let fear keep us apart. 

http://www.frmichaelbrizio.com/
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=UvTRBhEd8Tk


Opening Prayer: 

Almighty God and Father, even when we turned away from you who have created us, even when 

we were oblivious, even when we followed a path fashioned of nothing but our own desires, even 

when we wandered far and willfully away, even when we forgot to look past our own feet and to 

see the wonders not of our making, even when we failed to stand in awe, to breathe thanks, to lean 

into your love that had waited long for us, even then you continued to care and love us. 

You have set before us the path, but we have wandered on our own to try to find our way.  

Sometimes we are like toddlers, and we hear your call and come back.  Other times, we are children 

testing boundaries, ignoring your call until fear finally makes us look back.  And still other times 

we are full of youthful rebellion, demanding to be cut loose and set free, not knowing how much 

we still need to seek your wisdom and guidance. 

But most of all, too often we think we are adults and have figured it all our and know our own 

way, only to stumble and stray so far.  Remind us that we are always your children, that we are 

never fully grown up in your sight, that we always have much to learn. 

Help us to seek you every day, to acknowledge that we need your wisdom and guidance, and help 

us to return to the path and walk with you. 

Forgive our sinful ways.  Teach us to be patient.  Instruct us to be grateful.  Guide us to be 

responsible and humble.  As we turn ourselves around and look to the cross, let us experience your 

grace and your gift of new life. 

Reading: Hosea 6:1-6 

Come, let us return to the Lord, for it is he who has torn, but he will heal us; he has struck down, 

but he will bind our wounds. 

He will revive us after two days; on the third day he will raise us up, to live in his presence. 

What can I do with you, Ephraim?  What can I do with you, Judah? 

Your loyalty is like morning mist, like the dew that disappears early. 

For it is loyalty that I desire, not sacrifice, and knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

Reflection: From the Mirror of Love by Saint Aelred, abbot 

The perfection of brotherly love lies in the love of one’s enemies.  We can find no greater 

inspiration for this than grateful remembrance of the wonderful patience of Christ. 

If someone wishes to love himself, he must not allow himself to be corrupted by indulging his 

sinful nature.  If he wishes to resist the promptings of his sinful nature, he must enlarge the whole 

horizon of his love to contemplate the loving gentleness of the humanity of the Lord. 

Further, if he wishes to savor the joy of brotherly love with greater perfection and delight, he must 

extend even to his enemies the embrace of true love. 

But if he wishes to prevent this fire of divine love from growing cold because of injuries received, 

let him keep the eyes of his soul always fixed on the serene patience of his beloved Lord and 

Savior. 



Antiphon: The Lord is kind and merciful. 

 

Together let us pray Psalm 103  

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all my being, bless his holy name.  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 

forget not all his benefits. 

He pardons all your iniquities, heals all your ills, He redeems your life from destruction, crowns 

you with kindness and compassion. 

The Lord secures justice and the rights of all the oppressed.  He has made known his ways to 

Moses, and his deeds to the children of Israel. 

Merciful and gracious is the Lord, slow to anger and abounding in kindness.  For as the heavens 

are high above the earth, so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him. 

Our Father… 

Hail Mary… 

Glory be… 

Intercessory Prayer: 

Almighty God and Father, you know us in our inner being.  In your grace you offer us forgiveness 

even before we have the chance to articulate our sorrow.  You embrace us in all our sinfulness and 

in doing so you give us the chance to start again to learn from the example you have given us in 

Jesus who chose the way of the Cross that all might know the depth of your love for all you have 

made. 

Open our hearts and minds that we may grasp your forgiveness and forgiven seek to forgive others 

and to live a life of reconciling love modelled on the example of Jesus Christ. 

Give us the strength to persevere without counting the hurts, and to find within ourselves the 

capacity to keep on loving. 

We pray for all those from whom we are estranged.  Bring healing to strained or broken 

relationships.  Forgive us for the times we have wronged others, whether by ignorance, neglect, or 

intention. 

Grant us the courage and the grace to seek their forgiveness and opportunity to make amends.  

Where others have wronged us, grant us a gracious spirit, that we might forgive even as we have 

been forgiven by you, who have given us the ministry of reconciliation. 

We pray for all those from whom we are estranged.  Bring healing to strained or broken 

relationships.  Forgive us for the times we have wronged others, whether by ignorance, neglect, or 

intention. 

Make us servants of love so that others may know how much you love them, and we may know 

how much you love us.  Amen. 



Blessing:  And may the blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit descend upon 

us and with us remain forever and ever. 


