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Week 5 

 

Hymn: Yahweh, I know You are Near – St. Louis Jesuits 

Refrain: Yahweh, I know You are near 

standing always at my side. 

You guard me from the foe 

and You lead me in ways everlasting. 

Verse 1. Lord, You have searched my heart 

and You know when I sit and when I stand. 

Your hand is upon me protecting me from death, 

keeping me from harm. (Refrain) 

Verse 2.  Where can I run from Your love? 

If I climb to the heavens, You are there. 

If I fly to the sunrise or sail beyond the sea, 

still I'd find You there. (Refrain) 

Verse 3.  Marvelous to me are Your works. 

How profound are Your thoughts, my Lord! 

Even if I could count them, they number as the stars. 

You would still be there.  (Refrain) 

http://www.frmichaelbrizio.com/
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=_Uge74xLmg0


Opening Prayer: 

Almighty God and Father, Lent’s days are winding down, and we are no closer to having contrite 

hearts.  Our small complains still loom large, and we don’t hurry to show mercy, or rush to be 

kind.  The old habits of before Lent are still alluring, and we resist the emptiness of the desert that 

reveals you; the places where you make yourself known to us, where you wait in the quiet for us 

to be ready, still feel alien. 

We come before you with our brokenness and our wounds for all to see.  We bring our anger, our 

bitterness, our unwholesome talk, and our deceitfulness.  We try to do good, but sometimes fail.  

Keep your promise to forgive us when we confess to you completely, because without you, we 

have no hope. 

If you kept track of all our mistakes—the harmful things we say and do, the callous way we 

sometimes treat the people around us, the selfishness that puts our needs ahead of the needs of 

others—if you kept track, what chance would we have?  But with unfailing love, you offer us 

forgiveness—complete forgiveness that erases our sins completely and allows us to begin again. 

Remove from our minds and hearts whatever impediments hinder our service or dampen our joy.  

Increase within us that holy longing for closeness which can open our lives to a fuller and a deeper 

commitment to you. 

Breathe life into our bones, bring freedom to our lives that we might declare with heart and soul 

and voice that you are our Lord and loving Father.  Let our whole lives be filled with the life-

breath of your Spirit, that what has lain dormant may burst into bloom, and what looks to us to be 

death may be revealed as but sleep before the emergence of new life. 

Reading: Isaiah 49:8-10 

Thus says the Lord: In a time of favor I answer you, on the day of salvation I help you; I form you 

and set you as a covenant for the people, to restore the land and allot the devastated heritages, to 

say to the prisoners: Come out! 

To those in darkness: Show yourselves! 

Along the roadways they shall find pasture, on every barren height shall their pastures be. 

They shall not hunger or thirst; nor shall scorching wind or sun strike them; for he who pities them 

leads them and guides them beside springs of water. 

Reflection: From the treatise on Flight from the World by Saint Ambrose, bishop 

We have died with Christ.  We carry about in our bodies the sign of his death, so that the living 

Christ may also be revealed in us.  The life we live is not now our ordinary life but the life of 

Christ: a life of sinlessness, of chastity, of simplicity and every other virtue.  We have risen with 

Christ.  Let us live in Christ, let us ascend in Christ, so that the serpent may not have the power 

here below to wound us in the heel. 

Let us take refuge from this world.  You can do this in spirit, even if you are kept here in the body.  

You can at the same time be here and present to the Lord.  Your soul must hold fast to him, you 

must follow after him in your thoughts, you must tread his ways by faith, not in outward show.  

You must take refuge in him.  He is your refuge and your strength. 



Since God is our refuge, God who is in heaven and above the heavens, we must take refuge from 

this world in that place where there is peace, where there is rest from toil, where we can celebrate 

the great sabbath.  To rest in the Lord and to see his joy is like a banquet, and full of gladness and 

tranquility. 

Antiphon: Remember your mercies, O Lord. 

Together let us pray Psalm 25 

Your ways, O Lord, make known to me teach me your paths, guide me in your truth and teach me, 

for you are God my savior. 

Remember that your compassion, O Lord, and your kindness are from of old.  In your kindness 

remember me, because of your goodness, O Lord. 

Good and upright is the Lord; thus, he shows sinners the way.  He guides the humble to justice, he 

teaches the humble his way. 

Our Father… 

Hail Mary… 

Glory be… 

Intercessory Prayer: 

Almighty God and Father, have mercy on us according to your loving kindness; in your great 

compassion, hear our prayers. 

We pray for the whole church, all leaders, and ministers, and all the holy people of God.  Wash us 

through and through, and cleanse us from our sin. 

We pray for our nation, for all the nations of the earth, and for all who govern and judge.  Purge 

us from our sin, and we shall be pure. 

We pray for those who hunger, those who thirst, those who cry out for justice, those who live under 

the threat of terror, and those without a place to lay their head.  Make them hear of joy and gladness, 

that those who are broken may rejoice. 

We pray for those who are ill, those in pain, those under stress, and those who are lonely.  Give 

them the joy of your saving help and sustain them with your bountiful Spirit. 

In this season of Lent, we pray for those who prepare for baptism, and we pray that we all might 

be given the grace and strength to repent and grow closer to you.  Create in us clean hearts and 

renew a right spirit within us. 

We pray for those who have died and who have entered the land of eternal light and your abiding 

peace.  Cast them not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from them. 

As we prepare our hearts to celebrate your death and resurrection, grant us the strength and wisdom 

to serve and follow you, this day and always. Amen. 

Blessing:  And may the blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit descend upon 

us and with us remain forever and ever. 


