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“SON, WHY HAVE YOU DONE THIS TO US? YOUR FATHER 
AND I HAVE BEEN LOOKING FOR YOU WITH GREAT 

ANXIETY.”      -LUKE 2:41-52 
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INTRODUCTORY RITES 

 



PENITENTIAL ACT 
 
I confess to almighty God and to you my brothers and sisters, that I have 
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and 
what I have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, through my most 
grievous fault; therefore, I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, and all the Angels 
and Saints, and to you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord 
our God. 
 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

 



 



 

 

 
† 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
FIRST READING       SIR 3:2-6, 12-14 
A reading from the Book of  Sirach 
 

God sets a father in honor over his children; a mother’s authority he confirms over her 
sons. Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and preserves himself from them. 
When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches who reveres his mother. Whoever 
honors his father is gladdened by children, and, when he prays, is heard. Whoever 
reveres his father will live a long life; he who obeys his father brings comfort to his 
mother. My son, take care of your father when he is old; grieve him not as long as he 
lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; revile him not all the days of his life; 
kindness to a father will not be forgotten, firmly planted against the debt of your 
sins—a house raised in justice to you. 
 
The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



 
1. How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 

My soul yearns and pines for the courts of the LORD. 
My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. R. 

2. Happy they who dwell in your house! Continually they praise you. 
Happy the men whose strength you are! Their hearts are set upon the pilgrimage. R. 

3. O LORD of hosts, hear our prayer; hearken, O God of Jacob! 
O God, behold our shield, and look upon the face of your anointed. R. 

 

SECOND READING    1 JN 3:1-2, 21-24 

Beloved: 
See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of  
God. And so we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. 
We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
Beloved, if  our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence in God and receive 
from him whatever we ask, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases 
him. And his commandment is this: we should believe in the name of  his Son, Jesus 
Christ, and love one another just as he commanded us. Those who keep his 
commandments remain in him, and he in them, and the way we know that he remains 
in us is from the Spirit he gave us. 
 
The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 



 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  COL 3 :15A, 16A 
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Let the peace of Christ control your hearts; 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
GOSPEL     LK 2:41-52 
   
The Lord be with you.  And with your Spirit. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
Each year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he was 
twelve years old, they went up according to festival custom. After they had completed 
its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his 
parents did not know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, they journeyed for a day 
and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances, but not finding him, they 
returned to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the temple,  
sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions, and all 
who heard him were astounded at his understanding and his answers. When his 
parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have 
you done this to us? Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.” 
And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must 
be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. He went 
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother 
kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor 
before God and man. 
 
The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



PROFESSION OF FAITH 

THE NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven  Bow 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
and became man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL          Response:  Lord, Hear our prayer. 
 
 



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 



†  Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the 
almighty Father.  
R.  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of 
his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

PREFACE 
The Lord be with you.  And with your spirit. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right and just. 

 

 



†  The mystery of faith 

 

 

  
 

†  Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, forever and ever.   

 

 



THE COMMUNION RITE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

†   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

R.  And with your Spirit. 

SIGN OF PEACE 

 

 
 

 

†   Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

R.  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be healed. 
 



COMMUNION HYMN 

 



   
               {Pope Leo XIII} 
 
 

 
 



CONCLUDING RITE - † Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life. 
                                   R. Thanks be to God 
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