
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

Finance Council Meeting Minutes 

 

January 24, 2023 

 

Members Present: Fr. Ryan Harpole, Bayne Million, Steve Thornton, John Winstead, and 

Chris Vowels 

 

Members Absent: Kathy Kemp 

 

Guests:  Dcn. Larry Conrad and Sharon Luster 

 

Call to Order 

Bayne Million called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and Fr. Ryan Harpole led the opening 

prayer. 

 

Review and Approval of Minutes  

The first item on the agenda was a review of the minutes from the October 25, 2022 meeting.  With 

no further discussion, Steve Thornton made a motion to approve the minutes with a second from 

John Winstead.  The Council unanimously approved the August meeting minutes. 

 

Review of December Financial Statements 

The Council next reviewed the December 2022 financial statements and notes prepared by Sharon 

Luster, Finance Director.  Regular collections were $67,218, down about $58,000 from last year, 

mainly due to a one-time stock sale donation that occurred in December 2021.  Restoration 

collections were $76,777, which included a $14k Covid-related grant procured by the Diocese.  

Total income in December was $162,567 and total expenses were $62,061, yielding net income of 

$100,506.  Other items of note included: 

• The accounting for Mass stipends has changed in per Diocesan requirements that bination 

Mass stipends be paid to the Diocese to help fund the care of sick/elderly priests. 

• The parking lot paving and lighting were completed and paid out of the Renew funds. 

• The staff attended a Eucharistic Revival meeting sponsored by the Diocese. 

 

Following a motion from Steve Thornton and a second from John Winstead, the Council 

unanimously approved the December financial statements. 

 

RENEW Update 

Fr. Ryan and Bayne updated the Finance Council on some issues of the RENEW Project. 

• RENEW Tax Credit Update – $2,054,000 of restoration expenses were submitted in the 

second application, mostly made up of the interior work.  The Parish was awarded 

$341,064 (83% of the potential maximum), which can now be sold to a financial institution 

for about 85-90% of face value.  Kathy Kemp and Billy Wade are still researching 

prospective eligible banks that could be approached to purchase these tax credits. 

• The new HVAC system has been installed. 



• The parking lot paving and lighting have been completed, and approximately $6k has been 

approved for new landscaping. 

• Plans have been discussed to fabricate an historical stone sign out of the old stone retaining 

wall from the recently purchased and razed houses and install it in the front of the parking 

lot. 

• Fr. Ryan said we expect to receive initial architectural plans for the new parish office and 

Marian Shrine buildings by the end of January. 

• Any gifts bequeathed to the Parish are assessed at just 10% by the Diocese rather than the 

standard 14.5%. 

 

Other Business 

• Gina Holmes will be retiring August 1, 2023, and Tim Garrity, who has been working part-

time, will retire completely sometime in the summer. 

 

Next Meeting Date 

The Finance Council will hold its next meeting on Tuesday, March 28, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. in the 

rectory.   

 

Adjourn 

With there being no further discussion, Fr. Ryan adjourned the meeting with a closing prayer at 

6:37 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Chris Vowels 

Secretary 


