
Dear Friends: 
  
As you probably are aware, yesterday the Archdiocese of New York held a press conference to announce the 

phased re-opening of our churches and a return to the sacraments.  While no timeline has been given for this 

return, we are hopeful that it will be soon.  Below is a brief summary of what was proposed yesterday.  You will 

notice that for the last 11 weeks we have already been observing Phase I of this plan here in our parish.  We have 

also been extremely attentive to the cleaning and sanitizing of all areas in Sacred Heart Church on a daily 

basis.  As I receive more information about when we will begin to implement the next Phase of this re-opening 

plan here at Sacred Heart and Our Lady of Pompeii, I will let you know. 
  
This past Thursday we celebrated Ascension Thursday and the final words of Jesus in Saint Matthews Gospel are 

a great encouragement to us as we continue in this challenging time – “I am with you always!”  Even now Jesus 

is with us and He will never leave us.  As we anticipate the Celebration of Pentecost next Sunday, I invite you to 

join me and the other priests of our parish in praying a novena to the Holy Spirit asking the Holy Spirit in these 

next 9 days to come renew the Church and renew our parish with His seven-fold gifts. 
  
Come Holy Spirit fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them 
the fire of your love.  Send forth your spirit and they shall be created 
and you shall renew the face of the earth. 

  
Amen. 

  
God Bless you and know of my prayers and love for all of you! 
  
Fr. Chris 
  
  
  
A Brief Summary from the Archdiocese of New York: 
  
  

Faith Forward 
Returning to Public Worship 

Guidelines for Sacramental Celebrations 
  
  
What follows is a series of recommended sacramental guidelines for archdiocesan parishes as we foresee a return 

to public worship in the forthcoming weeks and months.  It is anticipated that the reopening of our churches and 

the resumption of the public celebration of the sacraments will be a gradual process marked in phases: 
  
            Phase I – Churches Open for Private Prayer and Confessions 
            Phase II – Celebration of Baptisms and Marriages (limited to 10 attendees) 
            Phase III – Celebration of the Rite of Distributing Holy Communion Outside of Mass 
            Phase IV – Celebration of Daily and Funeral Masses with Limited Attendance 
            Phase V – Celebration of Sunday Mass with Supervised Attendance 
            Resumption of Full Parish Mass Schedules and Sacramental Activities 
  
Commencement dates and detailed description of each phase will be announced by the Vicar General’s Office in 

the coming weeks, in consultation with health and government officials and in consideration of current health 

metrics.  It is expected that different regions of the Archdiocese will begin the process of reopening at different 

times. 
 


