Who Are the Women
of Sew Much Hope
Project?
Our Saint Petersburg community welcomes
hundreds of legally resettled refugees each
year. Many of the families have been living in
refugee camps, displaced from their country of
origin for up to twenty years. Refugees come to
us as single people and as families. Often, they
are survivors of war and torture. They are
unable to return to their countries of origin.
Some of the refugees are educated through the
twelfth grade. Many have no formal education
at all. In refugee camps, their needs were taken
care of, but in their new home, the United
States, they
often must
learn to
become selfsufficient in the
very short
period of a few
months.
Sew Much Hope
Project offers
friendship and a
helping hand to
women as they
transition to
self-sufficiency
in their new
homes.

Our Wish List
It takes a village to run Sew Much Hope Project.
Here are some of the items we often need:
•

Cotton fabrics

•

Working, used sewing machines

•

Scissors, thread, pins

•

Healthy snacks for both women and children

•

Books for children - picture books and early
readers are best. We send each child home
with a book every month because we
promote literacy.

•

Networking connections - do you have a
church or service group that might like to
help? Let us know and we will gladly talk to
them and tell them more.

•

Special collection items - we often sponsor
diaper drives or collections of toilet paper,
toiletries, etc.

For our children, we need to replenish our
materials from time to time:
*

Paint/finger-paints

*

Crayons

*

Shaving cream

*

Food coloring

*

Art paper

*

Construction paper

*

Art and craft notions

We also accept children’s items in very good
condition - used strollers, playpens, car seats, etc.
Do you have an idea for a donation, but don’t see
it on our list? Call us!

Sew Much Hope
Project
Refugee Outreach in Saint Petersburg, Florida

Sew Much Hope Project is a monthly
community gathering of volunteer men and women
who run a sewing class for legally resettled refugee
women in the Saint Petersburg community. This
gathering also includes teachers who offer an
enriched art and science play time for the children
of the participants. Sew Much Hope Projects is
totally free to all participants.

Sew Much Hope Project
Just as important as this primary goal,
however, are our secondary goals:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How Can You Help?
Sew Much Hope Project meets once a
month, the second Saturday of the
month, from 3 - 5 pm at the Unitarian
Universalist Church
100 Mirror Lake Drive North
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

Please join our village of
volunteers. You can volunteer as much
or as little as you are able. You don’t
have to have any special skills to join us.

To reclaim hope and build confidence
To create a multi-cultural community
To practice English and learn American
culture
To foster friendships
To offer creative, child-led, enriched play
activities
To model appropriate social behavior in
group settings
To identify needs and support the refugee families toward self-sufficiency

We need three kinds of helpers:
Drivers to transport the refugees from their
homes to the church and back.
Sewing Instructors to work with the
women, one-on-one.
Teachers and Helpers to play with the
children. All the activities are pre-planned.
The main goal of Sew Much Hope Project is
to teach women how to sew in order to sell
goods and supplement their family income.

For more information, please contact
Courtney Erickson
Phone: 727-470-3060
E-mail: ccline80@gmail.com

