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 Jesus is King, King of the Universe.  However as the story of the 

Crucifixion reminds us, His kingdom is not of this world. He could 

demand from this world the homage and acquiescence to his rule at 

any moment, but that would strip human beings of their freedom, a gift 

he gave them at their creation.   He is a strange sort of king.  He does 

not have a great number of servants but rather chose to be a servant.  

Instead of palaces he slept in simple huts and even on the bear earth.  

He didn’t come dressed in jewels and fine clothing, but as a commoner 

with no great wealth or station.  The territory he chose to rule was not 

a great empire, but rather he chose to be the King of Human Hearts.  

Notice that I didn't say human minds.  The human mind is a tricky beast 

that can spin and twist and do any number of gymnastics to convince 

itself that what it wants to do is completely acceptable and morally 

right, even if, in truth, it is not. 

 The human heart, granted is a construct that represents the 

conjunction between the mind, the emotions and the soul; that 

deepest part that makes us who we are is where Jesus Christ, the King 

of Kings, chooses as his seat of power.  That's where, if we are willing, 

we get to know Him as He knows us, and the magic happens.  Let me 

illustrate that magic with a story. 

 A boy, Martin, was born to military family just after Constantine 

made Christianity a legal religion in the Roman Empire.  Martin's 

parents were not Christian, his father was an officer in the cavalry.  At 

age 10 Martin learned of Christianity and was intrigued.  He eventually 

became a catechumen.  At age 15 he was obliged by Roman law to 

follow his father into military service.  At that time, all baptized 

Christians were pacifists so Martin remained a catechumen until he 

could discharge his military service.  While on campaign in Amiens in 

what is now France, on a cold winter day, Martin came across a beggar 
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who was freezing.  With nothing else to give him, Martin used his sword 

to cut his cloak in half and give part to the beggar.  In a dream that 

night, Christ appeared to Martin wrapped in the cloak and said, 

"Martin, a catechumen, has clothed me."  Martin had himself baptized 

shortly thereafter and his sense of belonging to Christ continued to 

grow until on the eve of battle a couple of years later Martin told his 

superiors he could not fight any longer, his faith in Christ wouldn't allow 

it.  They accused him of cowardice and were going to imprison him, but 

to prove his faith and his courage he said he would go into battle 

unarmed.  While this was acceptable, a truce was struck and no battle 

took place.  Martin was released from military service and he became 

the student of St. Hillary of Poitiers.  Martin's love of others lead him in 

later years to plead for the lives of the heretics whom the Emperor had 

condemned to death, the same heretics who had caused him so much 

trouble including fleeing for his life and being exiled.  He is known to us 

as St. Martin of Tours. 

 That great love for Christ the King that manifests itself in love of 

others is sometimes an immediate gift, but in others, like in St. Martin, 

or in St. Mother Theresa of Calcutta it takes some years of Christ 

working deep within changing us in our heart of hearts, before we can 

respond and take our place with those that see Christ in the faces of 

people in need.  St. Martin didn't clothe every cold beggar and Mother 

Theresa didn't tend every dying person in Calcutta, they could only tend 

to the ones that appeared right in front of them.   First, which people in 

need do you notice?  Those are the ones Christ asks you to see himself 

in.  Next, realizing that you may not be able to do everything or even 

very much, what can you do?  That's what the Lord is asking of you.  Do 

that.  That is the greatest tribute you can give to the Christ, the King of 

the Universe. 


