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 Much of the Hail Mary comes from today's Gospel story, some of 
the words of the prayer are borrowed directly from what the angel says 
to Mary.   Saying the Hail Mary, do you ever think how much of an 
understatement it is.  "Hail Mary, full of grace" so full indeed that she 
gave birth to grace itself you might say when she became the mother of 
the author/inventor of grace.  "The Lord is with you."  Yes, when the 
angel came to Mary, the Lord was with her in the sense that the Lord 
God was near to her and his Spirit rushed upon her as one might say of 
one of the prophets of old.  But following that time, the Lord was not 
only with Mary in this sense, the Lord was within Mary, having chosen 
to become the person of Jesus who was then a newly conceive infant 
growing within Mary.  "Blessed are you among women"  again a true 
statement; in fact the most blessed of all women.  One could also say, 
the great blessing for all women, as she has become both model and 
patroness and heavenly mother queen.   (For a poor girl from a small 
town, she did pretty good.) Blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  
None should dispute that Jesus is blessed.  However, I think we could 
also agree to the truth that the fruit of Mary's womb is not only blessed 
but is blessing itself.  From Mary's womb came forth blessing upon 
blessing and grace upon grace such as the world had never know 
before; grace and blessing that would be the salvation of all human 
beings.  To say the Hail Mary is not just to praise the Mother of Jesus.  It 
is a statement of our belief about what we have gained through her 
most humble acceptance of the will of God.  
 In Mary's humble acceptance of God's will we also find the 
foundation stone of all vocations.  Mary had to have known that saying 
yes to what the angel proposed to her would change her life forever.  
And it did.  Did she understand completely what that change would 
look like and how much it would cost her personally?  Probably not, but 
each time God presented her with some situation in which she could 
choose to follow the path of goodness, truth, right and peace or to 
choose some path that led in some other direction, Mary always chose 
God's way.  Mary kept saying "yes" to God.  In that yes, she gave herself 
to God.  Her first "yes" meant she gave herself to God who would be 
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her Son, and at the same time to a man name Joseph who would be her 
husband and a father to Jesus.  Later, when the followers of Jesus 
needed a strong mother to anchor and guide them as they grew into 
what we know as the church Mary said yes again.  That yes was a 
vocation she took on not just for her lifetime but for all time.   
 Whatever our Christian vocation in life, to be a mother or father, 
husband or wife, or to give our life to others as consecrated religious 
sister or brother or priest, all of them require that we give ourselves 
without reservation to God in love and to that person or people that 
God calls us to serve.  If we don't give that total, self-giving "yes" like 
Mary did, our vocation is built on a very shaky foundation.  Until we are 
ready to commit ourselves freely, with a total and no-matter-what-
comes  "yes" to our vocation, (that's the kind of "yes" that Mary 
teaches us by example to make,) then we are not ready and at best we 
are only playing at the vocation. Or, at worst, we are lying and we don't 
really have that vocation.   
 If you haven't committed to a vocation yet, pray and pray deeply 
about it and if you think you're ready, give your "yes" and don't look 
back.  God will give you whatever you need to hold firm to that "yes".  If 
you have already said yes to a vocation, but you realize you never 
committed totally, pray about it and if it you and God think it is right, 
give that "yes" again, but this time make it a total "yes".  In the 
difficulties and in the dull times, always turn to God. He will help you 
find a way to not just get by, but a way to make it fruitful and 
worthwhile. And if you just need someone to talk to who's been 
through it all, understands completely, and won't judge you for being 
an imperfect human being, I could suggest no better person to talk to 
than our Mother Mary who knows what it means to give a total "yes", 
and then struggle to live that total "yes".  You will be amazed at what 
can happen when you tell Mary your troubles and add a few Hail Mary's 
or a rosary, which is only showing her proper respect.  I have it on 
pretty good authority that she's full of grace and that the Lord is with 
her.  She's very blessed and very happy to help. 
 


