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  The Feast of the Holy Family and Father is going to tell us all, once 

again, how we should all live in perfect love and harmony just like 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  If you had to live with my four brothers, you'd 

realize just how impossible of a task that is.  At least that's what I 

thought every year growing up when this feast would roll around.  And I 

still believe it today.  Not that I don't love my brothers, but we they are 

just human beings and we all got on each other's nerves from time to 

time.  Except for me, of course.  I was always meek and gave my family 

nothing but joy.  And if you believe that, I have a nice bridge across the 

Ohio to sell you. 

 There's no point in telling you to do something you can't possibly 

do, so I won't tell you be the perfect family, like Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph.  But even being imperfect, you may have more things in 

common with the Holy Family than you think.  Some things that I sure 

you have in common with them which might surprise you are conflict, 

misunderstanding and fear.   

 Conflict is a normal part of everyday life in families.  If I want to go 

over here and do this; you want to go over there and do that.  If we 

need to stay together because of safety or transportation, or if going 

here or there and doing this or that will use up some shared resource.  

It may not be possible to do both.  What I want conflicts with what you 

want.   Every family experiences this kind of conflict.  Sin may enter as 

the picture as we decide what to do about the conflict. 

 The Gospel of Luke records a situation of misunderstanding 

among the Holy Family when they travel to Jerusalem for the Passover 

and Jesus is left behind.  In Jesus' mind, he isn't lost.  He believes he 

knows exactly what he is doing.  Mary and Joseph don't see thing quite 

the same way.  Not a sin, but a misunderstanding as each thought the 
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other knew what the others expectations were.  Again, not a sin unless 

we respond to the misunderstanding in some way that harms or  

demeans the other.  

 Finally, fear.  We all fear things.  Fear is a natural human response.  

The story we just discussed is about Mary and Joseph's fear for the 

Jesus' safety.  Many times in families, one member fears what other 

members do not.  Even though Jesus didn't share Mary & Joseph's fear 

for his safety, his quiet acceptance acknowledged that their fear had 

legitimacy.  He showed them not only the respect due parents, but he 

also recognized and appreciated that his action caused them fear and 

anxiety. He respected their authority and their feelings.  This Jesus does 

throughout his life.  He doesn't judge or argue about feelings, he 

acknowledges them for what they are. 

 We can look to the Holy Family for an example of perfection, but 

we are imperfect and can't live up to that standard.  I think it would be 

better if we look to the Holy Family as a model of love and respect.  We 

can do love and respect, maybe not perfectly, but with a prayer each 

day for God's help, we can do love and respect better and become 

more like the Holy Family in that way.  Then it doesn't matter so much if 

my brothers aren't perfect.  They don't have to be.  Life in our family 

can still be good and loving and holy, even if it isn't perfect. 

  


