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 Last week as we celebrated the Baptism of Our Lord I talked about 
the need to make a restart or rebooting of our faith.  In truth it's more 
like refreshing or pumping new life into it.  I ended by reminding us that 
you matter to God.  Very true.  The covenant we make with God is, 
however, a 2-way street.  Let's make sure God also matters to us.  This is 
in today's readings and I want to pick up on the specific aspect of the 
attitude with which we come to God. 
 The young Samuel learns from the priest Eli how to respond when 
the Lord calls.  If we read the whole story, we can see that Eli didn't 
always practice what he preached, but Samuel took the lesson to heart 
and became one of the great Prophets of Israel.  In the Gospel the would-
be apostles seek Jesus, follow him and stay with him. Now, contrast those 
examples of how we should respond to God with what is often our own 
response to God or our attitude toward God. 
 Even though he is repeating what he was told, Samuel means it 
when he replies, "Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening."  Even though 
we wouldn't consciously use these words, how often is our attitude 
toward God saying, "Be quiet, Lord, I'll call you when I need you?"  (Pause 
for thought.)  Sometimes the need is noble, when someone we know is in 
crisis and we pray for their good.  Sometimes it's just selfish.  Every now 
and then it's even petty or foolish or even evil.  Sometime we know what 
the Lord is going to tell us and we just don't want to hear it.  Even though 
we use the terms of hearing and listening, this is about openness to the 
will of God; really wanting to know what God wants and wanting to do it.  
Doing so takes learning how God communicates with us. 
 The would-be apostles ask Jesus where He is staying and follow Him.  
How often does our attitude, words or actions say, "Lord, I'll tell you 
where you should be and how you should handle things."  Really?  And 
when we, individually or in large groups, decide to take matters into our 
own hands and play god, how well does this usually work for us?  It 
doesn't have a great track record.   
 A story will help illustrate another aspect of this same attitude.  A 
young man confessed that he had been having trouble getting himself up 
to get to Sunday Mass.  After confessing this a couple of times and trying 
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some other things he said, I think I need to let my family help me with 
this.  I replied that it sounded like a good penance.  I'm sure he envisioned 
what that would mean and began to object to the penance.  A few Our 
Father's and Hail Mary's would be much easier.  And here we come to the 
underlying attitude that says, I will only go so far and no farther.  We 
often set limits on God as if we are saying, "Lord, you can ask me to do 
this or that, but that's all.  Anything beyond those are going too far.  Lord, 
this much is reasonable.  More than that is too much to ask."  Is it really 
"too much to ask" or are we just too stingy with our love?  Is it really "too 
much to ask" or are we just too busy with what we want to do to be 
bothered?  Is it really "too much to ask" or are we again trying to tell God 
how to do his job?  The covenant we make at baptism brings us Jesus' 
help in this life and eternal life when this life is over.  But from our side 
we begin swapping our human sinful life for Jesus' divine and perfect life 
right here and right now.  We die to self to rise in Him.  That's the deal, 
the agreement, the covenant. 
 Living up to that covenant is about unlearning the old attitudes and 
putting the perfect ways of Christ in their place.  We will never get them 
completely right, no need to worry about it.  Our failure doesn't break the 
deal, only our refusal to try again breaks the deal.  And even the 
momentary refusal isn't an absolute.  Jesus is very understanding.  He 
says, "I know your beaten down, broken hearted and exhausted.  I'll ask 
again when you're feeling better."  And He helps us to feel better.  Once 
we are in covenant with Him, it's pretty hard to get rid of Him. 
 Being in covenant with Jesus should be another way of saying we 
are in love with Jesus.  Rejecting our self-centered attitudes and putting 
His attitudes in their place are not something we should do because God 
demands it.  We should change as a sign of our love for Jesus.  "O no, 
God.  That's going too far!  That's asking too much!"  Simon Peter said, 
"Lord, we have been fishing all night and have caught nothing.  But if you 
say so, we will lower the nets."  What would the apostle have missed out 
on if they would have decided Jesus asked too much?  What will you miss 
out on if you let your love for Him remain small and limited? Jesus has 
great things in store for you.  Don't miss out on them. 


