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 Nineveh isn't even a Jewish city.  I mean, why is God sending 
Jonah to it?  It's rather unique in the Old Testament that God is shown 
bothering about a pagan city.  But the story of Jonah uses the people 
of Nineveh as an example of how people should repent when one of 
God's prophets tells them to do so.  Today's Gospel passage opens 
with John the Baptist just having been arrested.  John's baptism was a 
baptism of repentance from sin and it had gained a fair sized popular 
following. Jesus continued that message of repentance adding that 
that Kingdom was at hand.  In each case, there is a window of 
opportunity.  For Jonah, it was to avoid the destruction God had 
planned to invoke on Nineveh.  For John the Baptist, it was to be ready 
for the one mightier than he who was to come.  For Jesus, it was 
because the Kingdom was at hand, even among us already. And for St. 
Paul in the First Letter to the Corinthians it was because time was 
running out. 
 For we humans, time is always running out, being mortal beings, 
that's just how it goes.  For some of us who are older or who are 
suffering the ravages of disease and already have that sense that our 
departure from this world is near, or for those of us who are naturally 
prone to worry, this approach many work well. For the rest of us who 
are under this gun but who don't find it pointed directly at us, it's 
easier to grow complacent and ignore it.  Yes, yes.  Time is running 
out.  It's always running out.  It's easy to look the other way and 
distract ourselves with the many tasks of life and just not think about 
it, not worry about it.   
 My guess would be that Simon, Andrew, James and John were no 
different.  Simon, the front man and leader, Andrew the organizer, a 
managerial type, John the mystic and poet, that lease James as the 
one who did most of the grunt work.  What got these four fairly 
successful men to drop their life's work and follow this preacher from 
Nazareth?  When Jesus said the time of fulfillment was at hand and 
that the Kingdom was now among them, he must have said it with 
power and a ring of truth that they just couldn't ignore.  Or maybe it 
was the "come and follow me" part that got them.   
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 Whatever it was that got the first Apostles to follow Jesus we can 
only speculate at.  But we can probably do a better job at answering 
what it is we are looking for when we come to Jesus.  Purpose in life?  
Comfort in our miseries and distresses?  Meaning in the face of the 
senselessness that life often seems to hand us? Bartimaeus wanted to 
see the lepers wanted to be cleansed of the leprosy.  Whatever the 
reason we follow him, like the first disciples, we should be following 
Jesus because we realize that in him we find something that no one or 
nothing else in this world has.  We follow him because he is something 
truly unique and powerful, the Son of God.  Even though we add a new 
layer to our understanding of why we follow Jesus, bringing up the 
question isn't asking you to think up something brand new, and more 
than likely you are not coming up with just one answer.  This speaks to 
the complexity that only real relationships have.  That's what we have 
with Jesus and, if we invite others to meet Jesus, we will be inviting 
them into a real and complicate, and rich and satisfying relationship 
too.  People today do not need more things, more political arguments 
or social divisions.  They need Jesus.  They need you to point the way 
to him. He will make you fishers of men and women and children. 


