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 I think the planners of popular Cable TV must look ahead and take 
their queue from the upcoming Sunday Mass readings because just this 
week I saw a segment on a history show about the leper colony in Trinidad 
that didn't close until 1921.  Sobering to think that only one hundred years 
ago, people who had leprosy were finally being treated effectively with 
modern medicine.  Until then, the treatment described in our first reading 
was the common and worldwide approach to leprosy.  Lepers had to be cast 
out kept apart from the rest of society.  Throughout the centuries the men 
and women whose consciences drove them to care for lepers are the stuff 
of saintly legend.  No greater love has a man than to lay down his life for 
another.  Those heroes walked the walk.  I think we may learn the names of 
other such heroes as stories from our current pandemic emerge. 
 We might think that our Gospel story is another story of heroically 
facing down the disease of leprosy.  But is it really?  First Jesus allowed the 
man to come close, close enough that Jesus was easily able to reach out and 
touch the man.  That would be like letting someone you knew had covid 
come within 6 feet of you in a confined space, neither of you having masks 
let alone PPE.  Incredible!  However, Jesus is the Son of God, he knew he 
would not get sick.  
 Then Jesus actually reached out and touched the man.  This is like 
letting that same person with covid get in your face.  Right in your face, no 
masks, no nothing!  However, Jesus is the Son of God, he knew he would 
not get sick.  Instead, Jesus knew he would cure the man. 
 Then Jesus warned him sternly not to tell anyone, only to make the 
necessary religious rituals so that the man could return to Jewish society.  
However, Jesus is the Son of God, a fact we have well established at this 
point, he knew the man would go off and publicize the entire event making 
it impossible for Jesus to enter any town or village openly.  From then on, 
Jesus couldn't get a moments peace.  He had to live apart, seeking the 
deserted places, and still they kept coming to him.  In a strange twist, out of 
love for this man with leprosy, Jesus not only cures him, but trades places 
with him and becomes the one who must live outside the community.   
  The act of love is in accepting the consequences of doing what is right 
and good and within ones power to do, even if it irrevocably alters one's 
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own life from then on.  What good is there in doing a good deed only to 
regret having done it because of the unseen cost to you?  Imitate the 
Master, do what is right and good and within your power to do no matter 
what the consequences may be for doing that thing.  Your reward will be 
great in heaven. 
 That's one lesson we could draw from today's readings.  Another is to 
look at our own life a see the times Jesus has walked with us in our darkest 
days.  More than likely, he didn't cure and then trade places with us like he 
did for the leper in today's gospel.  More often, God works through 
intermediaries whom he sends as his representatives.  His loving presence 
takes the form of that person who put their arm around us and propped us 
up when we needed  the most, said the kind word when it made the most 
difference, believed in us when even our belief in ourself was shaky or torn 
to pieces.  God's way is the uncanny coincidence, that's no coincidence at 
all. The sudden ray of sunshine, hearing that meaningful, favorite song, 
seeing the meme or the appropriate quote at exactly the right moment to 
keep us from going over the mental or emotional waterfall, or which gives 
us the nudge in the right direction we've been needing, or that new insight 
that puts the present mess in clear perspective. God's love for us can 
manifest as obviously as the embrace of a loved one, or as subtly as a gentle 
brush of wind on your face.  However, when we realize what it is, it's the 
ton of bricks falling on us that also lifts the weight of the world from us.  Our 
God loves us very much, but he is not pushy and showy about it.  He wants 
the best for us without forcing anything on us.  "Go show yourself to the 
priests and do what you need to do to resume your life.  You don't need to 
give me any credit."  That's the way of our God; so gentle and subtle in his 
love for us that often his loving actions go unnoticed.  So while we are on 
the subject, and on the verge of Lent, now would be a good time to take a 
second look and take a little notice.  In appreciation for all the love God has 
showered on you, how might you give some back this Lent?  Jesus may not 
have become the outcast for you, but he did hang on a cross for you. 


