
First Sunday of Lent - B  February 20 & 21, 2021 
 

Fr. Paul Gebhardt   1 
 

 Today's first reading tells of the rainbow as a sign of the covenant 
God made with all creation not to destroy the world with flood.  Make 
of the story whatever you will, our ancient forerunners in faith saw 
rainbows, correctly associated them with the rains coming to an end 
and therefore the floods abating, and interpreted the rainbow as a sign 
from God, a good omen.   

 Scholars believe our second reading was written around end of 
first century in a time when the fledgling church was still wrestling with 
exactly what to say about their belief in Jesus.  In this passage, Jesus is 
called Christ.  His resurrection and ascension to heaven are attested to. 
His high station in heaven is clearly a belief, as angels and heavenly 
beings are subject to him.  But he is not referred to as "God" or "Son of 
God,"  rather as the one who leads believers to God.  A fuller  
understanding of the Triune God was to emerge as the church prayed 
and reflected on this mystery, even though we will never fully "nail it 
down." 

 What are we to make of this?  Do we side with the naysayers and 
dismiss all this faith stuff as fiction and nonsense?  No, no, no, no, no.  
That's what the undiscerning mind does.  Wisdom looks deeper and 
sees that in every age God speaks to his people.  However, if he would 
have spoken to the people of Noah's time about geology, cloud 
formation and light refraction, the only response He would have 
received would have been the deer in the headlights, and that's what 
He made deer for, not human beings.  Rather God builds our 
understanding little by little speaking to each generation in ways it can 
understand.  The Gospel of John attests to this approach as Jesus said, 
“I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now.   But when 
he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth." (Jn. 16: 12-13)  

The slow and steady approach is God's way, after all, He has all the time 
in the world, and then some. 

  In the Gospel of Mark, the temptation of Jesus is just mentioned 
in passing and then the story moves on to apparently more important 
matters like what Jesus had to say.  “This is the time of fulfillment.  The 
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kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  
"Repent and believe in this good news." This is the message he sent 
the disciples out to preach.  This is the message the miracles are 
meant to lend credence to.  Notice that there are no limitations placed 
on this proclamation.  There's no disclaimer that says, "Act now!  This 
offer ends tomorrow at midnight!" Jesus speaks to each person in 
each new generation. The time of fulfillment is right now for you and 
the kingdom of God is at hand right now for you.  It's your choice to 
pick up this ball and run with it. 

 But let's face it, the "ball" of faith, fulfillment and God's kingdom 
are only one of many balls scattered on the ground in front of us.  
Some think you can only pick up one ball at a time.  That's silly!  We're 
not playing rugby here, this is real life.  But we do have to choose 
which goal we are going to run toward.  Strangely enough, when we 
run toward the goal of God and his kingdom, we find that God isn't 
about exclusivity, but inclusiveness.  God wants us to have success at 
career and family, but not at the expense of one over the other; not at 
the expense of integrity, truth, relationships, self worth, health and so 
on.   

 God's kingdom is at hand and this is your time of fulfillment.  
What will you do with it?  Well, what does your heart and soul 
immediately leap at?  Whatever it is, that's the place to start.  That 
thing, that desire, that area in you that is not what is should be, make 
a plan and take the first step toward fulfillment in that direction.  Pray, 
do research, fix a relationship, create something beautiful, find new 
friendship, whatever that step is as long as it is good, righteous and 
worthy of God, take that step.  And then, God willing and with his 
help, take the next step, and the next, and the next. 

 In Lent we prepare to celebrate the Passion of the Lord, his death 
and resurrection, more focused and fully attuned.  May you celebrate 
this coming Easter more fulfilled in the Lord and more fully integrated 
into His kingdom than ever before.  

 


