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 I happened to be chatting online with some friends in Europe at 
about the time of the riot at the US Capital Building.  Seeing only bits 
and pieces in the news media, they were lead to believe that this was 
the entire country and the entire United States had lost its collective 
mind.  Well, that was quite not true.  But one cursory read of only one 
source isn't going to give anyone the clearest picture of any event. 

 The story of the testing of Abraham is another such event.  One 
cursory read and someone might get the impression that Abraham's 
God is arbitrary, capricious and exceedingly cruel.   Even though in the 
end God didn't demand Isaac's life, on the surface, we would have to 
say that the previous description of Abraham's God is justified.  

 "On the surface," but this isn't a story to stay on the surface with.  
It was never meant for that.  In fact, this story falls in a section in the 
book of Genesis where all the stories talk about relations with the 
people Abraham encounters in the land of Canaan, including the 
destruction of  Sodom and Gomorra, Abraham passing off Sarah his 
wife as Sarah his sister to protect her and the whole family from being 
killed by a lustful king.  And all of these stories standing as parables 
about how the people of Israel should behave toward their pagan 
neighbors.   

 The testing of Abraham is all about devotion to God and how far 
to take one's sacrifices.  Written and archeological evidence 
demonstrates that child sacrifice was fairly common from the time of 
the Exodus until the Roman period among the pagan neighbors of the 
Jews.  It was even practiced by some of the Jews.  In our eyes, this is 
horrifying.  However, for those pagans, this was an act of offering their 
most precious possession to their god in hopes of winning the god's 
favorable response during a time of dire need. 

 There are certain ideas here that Israel's religious sensibilities 
couldn't argue with.  For example, God deserves the very best you 
have.  In times of need we should turn to God for help.  Sacrificing may 
seem an attempt to bribe a god, however, it can also demonstrate 
sincere contrition for sin, seriousness about the prayer being made, 
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acknowledgement of neglect of religious duties and the willingness to 
make up for that lost time, and true devotion to the god.  This is the 
positive devotion we see on the part of Abraham who demonstrates 
the purest of devotion, not withholding even the child of promise.   

 The story also give Israel the opportunity to make a statement 
about the God it believes in.  The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
does not give blessing only to rip it away again.  God will not ask you to 
slaughter your child in sacrifice, to have you put the sacrificial knife to 
His greatest blessing.   

 While it isn't clear from this passage, the story of Abraham also 
tells the Israelites that there God isn't so distant and mysterious that 
they need to guess at what will please him.  Rather, just as God talks to 
Abraham, and later will talk to Moses and the prophets, God will tell 
you who he is and what he wants you to do.  There will be no need to 
guess.  In the story of the testing of Abraham, God is saying you don't 
need to go to ridiculous lengths to get my attention.  How very true 
that is, because in his Son Jesus Christ, God has given us his cell phone 
number, direct and everyday access to himself.   

 What was begun in parables and indirect ways in the Old 
Testament, God made clear and direct in Jesus.  "Here is my beloved 
Son.  Listen to him."  Don't put him in a tent up on a mountain 
somewhere.  Walk with him and talk with him as you go about the stuff 
of your everyday life.  That's how you avoid the need to guess at what 
he needs you to do.  "But Father, I'm busy."  Yes.  Yes you are.  So is 
everyone else.  Until we build the habit of walking and talking with the 
Lord all times and everywhere, we need reminders.  Things that will 
remind us to make God part of our everyday comings and goings.  A 
crucifix or rosary in your car, on your desk or anywhere you will see 
them regularly.  Religious pictures or statues scattered around your 
home or workspace.  A crucifix or cross or religious medal around your 
neck each can remind you make God a part of your day.  And the more 
reminders the better.  Remember, this is your time of fulfillment.  The 
Kingdom of God is at hand for you. Don't waste the opportunity.  


