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The Hamilton Deanery is in need of a new female representative to the Archdiocesan Pastoral 

Council.  The Archdiocesan Pastoral Council is an advisory body to the Archbishop which meets 

quarterly on Saturday mornings through mid-afternoon.  Representatives do not report back to 

any constituents or bodies.  Their role is to represent the people of the Archdiocese to the 

Archbishop.  If you have a general awareness of both church and societal issues and a 

willingness to express your views, as well as a desire to make a three-year commitment to the 

Council, please contact the parish office to put your name in contention for the position.   

Today’s readings are about being calling or being sent or about the mission of the 

disciple.   However in preparing to preach today, I read a certain priest who commented that 

most of us have no sense of being called.  I found myself reacting very strongly to that.  If that’s 

true, who then preaches to our children, and our families?  Those who are closest to us are the 

most credible witnesses of faith and also the ones who through their hypocrisy can most easily 

undermine the message of the Gospel.  Therein lays the thing that terrifies many of us; yes, if 

done right, our example of faith to family and friends has the potential to be the greatest 

example.  But done poorly, it has also the potential to do the greatest harm.  So many of us balk 

at the task and leave it to someone else.  What we don’t realize is that no example is as bad, if 

not worse, than a bad example.  The bad example can be corrected or mitigated.  “Do as I say, 

not as I do.” And hopefully better examples will lead our loved ones to see that it was just a bad 

example.  No example on the other hand leaves things in greater doubt.  Our family and friends 

may conclude that this whole faith thing isn’t necessary or is of little importance, or that this 

person whom they look up to doesn’t believe and therefore why should they believe?   

Okay, so the job of being an example to those around you is yours, like it or not.  But 

you’re a disciple, not a professional.  Don’t take yourself too seriously.  Like the prophet Amos 

said, “I was not a prophet, nor was I trained as a prophet.  I was a shepherd but God said, you 

will do nicely.”  I have to sympathize with Amos, reflecting on my own calling, I have sometimes 

wondered if God had taken leave of his senses.  One assurance, if I’m up here as your pastor, 

you’ll do just fine. 

Here are some things that will help you do at least a passable job.  Sending the disciples 

out in pairs means we are never on our own and were never meant to be on our own.  Also, the 

Gospel or the Faith has a definite content and if we don’t know something we just have to ask 

someone who does or look it up.   There’s 2000 years of Christian teaching.  It’s too much to 

expect any one brain to hole.  There’s no reason to pretend to know everything.  For the love of 

all that is holy, don’t ever make anything up.  “I don’t know.   I’ll have to look it up” is a far 

better response. 

One of the few Bible stories to keep in mind is the prodigal son.  Whether we are the 

one who squandered everything on our own pleasures or we are the one who sat in judgment 

of that one, God loves us whatever our sin happens to be.  God loves the one that stayed and 
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he always wants the one who wandered away to come back.  He doesn’t see the sin so much as 

he sees his beloved son or daughter.  No where in that story is the father who represents God 

ever angry, not even a little miffed.  Putting away sin opens the way back to God’s love.  

Present God this way and you can’t go wrong. 

 Lastly, when you’ve done all you can and they still won’t listen or change, don’t give into 

the temptation to get judgmental, nasty or threatening.  Like Jesus told the twelve, note the 

problem, then walk away and leave the punishing to God.  Just because they didn’t listen to you 

doesn’t mean they won’t ever listen.  What you did may be just the planting of the seed.  Trust 

that God will make it grow all in good time.   

It’s like we are each running a leg in a long distance relay race.  We can be confident 

that our team, Christ’s Team, will not only be the first to cross the finish line, it will be the only 

team to cross the finish line and all those chosen in Christ will be there to share in his victory.  

Who all will be on that team?  That’s a question that’s way beyond my pay grade and best left 

to Jesus himself.  As Jesus said, those who are not against you are with you.  It may be a much 

bigger squad than we think.   We just need to make sure we personally don’t do something 

stupid like quitting the team, refusing to run when it’s our turn, or somehow get others to 

forsake Christ’s team.  


