
Looking past the horror of the Roman crucifixion we just heard, I want you to see that 

Jesus’ crucifixion is the center of our physical and supernatural world. Jesus’ crucifixion is the 

connection of heaven and earth. As a supernatural event, it exists independent of our concept of 

time. This is why we can recall and make present Jesus’ crucifixion at every Mass, even though 

it happened 2000 years ago. 

Since Adam and Eve’s fall from grace, we humans have tried many approaches to 

reconnect to God - to regain the perfect communion and friendship with God that we had in 

Eden. 

Over thousands of years, we offered sacrifices, like the Paschal Lamb, to try to set things 

right. But to bring us from our crazy, distracted world back to the Father requires someone who 

had nothing to do with our human mistakes. 

Things must be set right, but we ourselves cannot atone for what has gone wrong. We are 

not even capable of putting our own lives in order, so there is no way that we can set the entire 

world right again. That’s why it took someone in no way responsible for what has gone wrong to 

atone for our sins. Through the cross, Jesus sets things right by an act of perfect love that 

reconnects us to the Father. 

Every commandment of God, every precept of the Church, is aimed at loving God and 

loving neighbor. If God’s law calls us to love, then every sin against the law is a refusal to love. 

Every transgression is a failure to love. This means that every sin creates a debt of love that is 

owed to God and others. 

Human history is a story of men and women racking up a universe of debt. And in our 

fallen state, we simply don’t have enough love to make up for it. This huge balance of love’s 

debt is unpayable for us sinners. 

This is why Jesus came into our world: to fulfill a mission of love. Jesus came to do for 

us what we could not do for ourselves. He took on human nature so that he could love the Father 

and the human family to the fullest extent possible as a human. 

Jesus was uniquely qualified for this task because he had no debts of his own. As a true 

human, Jesus acted in our name and on our behalf. Jesus loved with an infinite love. As true 

God, his actions are infinitely successful in producing an intended result. 

So only Jesus could satisfy the debt of love that the human race incurred, because Jesus 

was the one man who could love to an infinite degree. 

Jesus could have satisfied this debt of love in any way he wanted. He could have simply 

said, “OK, you’re all forgiven.” He didn’t have to go to the cross. You can second-guess God if 

you want, but I’m convinced that we humans would not understand on any intuitive, emotional 

or intellectual level the re-establishment of perfect communion and friendship with God by some 

simple act. 

So, what then was Jesus doing on the Cross? He was loving. He was substituting his 

obedience for our disobedience. He was loving God and neighbor in our name, even paying more 

than we owed in the first place. Keep that in mind as you come forward to reverence the cross as 

a reminder of his sacrifice of infinite love. 

Amen? 

With thanks to Curtis Mitch. 

 

- Deacon Jack Schaefer 

 


