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 Sorry Jeremiah, even now, after the coming of the messiah we 
still don't have the law of the Lord written on our hearts.  We are 
doing better, but we still have to have the Lord's ways taught to us.  
Last weekend's homily dealt with how we know that God is with us 
even when it may not seem like he is, and how He draws us ever 
closer to himself.  Today, I would like to look at the other side of that 
and take a very surfacey kind of level look at how the enemy and 
sometimes our own appetites undermine or at least attempt to 
undermine our progress toward God. 

 Any worldly or sensual pleasure can sidetrack us from attending 
to God.  They are immediate, tangible, and their appeal to our senses 
is reassuring and in some cases appealing on a biochemical level 
which can make them not only pleasurable, but addictive.  The two 
most common of these being overeating and sexual addictions.   The 
desires for worldly, sensual pleasures are easy for the enemy to use 
against us.  All the evil one has to do is turn up the volume on them a 
little when we aren't paying attention or when we are tired, stressed 
or frustrated.  Those are the times when we are more likely to give in 
to those temptations.  One simple example: I sit down to watch TV 
and before I even realize it the full bag of chips is gone.  We need to 
be aware of the game he is playing, be able to identify when he is 
using our baser appetites against us, and firmly reject those 
temptations. 

 But that's only one pocket in the evil one's bag of tricks.  If we 
tend to go overboard in any way or about anything, the enemy will 
use that to our downfall.  As soon as we make a movement toward 
God, the evil one will not make an obvious assault and tempt us to 
some overt sin, he's going to pick away at us.  First making us 
uncomfortable, irritable, unsettled so that he can then get us to 
doubt our initial feelings of religious fervor.  "Who am I fooling.  I 
can't even stop ... yelling at the kids ... bursts of road rage ... totally 
lustful fantasies."  If he can get us to doubt our convictions enough 
to give them up entirely, he wins.  His job is done.  We must be able 
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to spot his tricks, know when he is using them on us, and firmly 
reject them. 

 One of the ways the enemy undermines our faith is to make us 
sad, sad for no good reason.  "I used to get so much more pleasure 
going to Mass, going to Bible study, meeting with my church friends 
but now, it's just not what it used to be."  In these months of Covid, 
it may be the enemy has turned this around and made it an opposite, 
and the sentiment is "because I can't do these things my faith isn't 
what it used to be."  Emotions ebb and recede.  You felt good about 
faith once, you will feel good about it again.  It is for us to realize 
that if God can send us good feelings about faith and the community 
of faith, the evil one can do the opposite and make us sad, sad to the 
point of despair and depression.  We must be able to realize what is 
happening, identify it for what it is, and firmly reject it.  

 A couple went on a first date, a simple walk around a lake.  At 
the end, the young man asked "will I see you again?" And the young 
lady replied, "you can come to Mass with me on Sunday."  Not 
having been to Mass in years, his response was "I'll get back to you."  
He agonized about this all week.  He wanted to see the girl again, but 
Mass?  Finally laying awake on Saturday night the thought occurred   
to him that maybe he should pray.  He hadn't prayed in a long time 
either.  Then another thought occurred to him, "You can't use the 
Mass as an excuse for a date."  To which the replay came, "Don't you 
think God would want you to go to Mass no matter what the reason 
is?"  The rest as they say is history.  That couple now has a beautiful 
family together.  The evil one will use our sense of righteousness 
against us.  He will hand us reasons to do or not do something that 
while seemingly correct, are actually lies.  For example, we go to 
Mass to be with people we love all the time, including to be with 
Jesus.  The enemy will cloud our thinking with side issues that have 
nothing to do with the original matter or decision.  He is the Father 
of Lies and the Deceiver or all deceivers.  We must be able to spot his 
lies and deceptions, identify them for what they are, and firmly 
reject them. 
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 In our Gospel today, we see Jesus himself showing us how to do 
some of this as he remarks, “I am troubled now.  Yet what should I 
say?  ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But it was for this purpose that 
I came to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.”  We hear it again in 
the Gethsemane as Jesus prays that the cup of suffering pass him by, 
but he knows this does not serve the Father's will and prays rather 
that the Father's will be done.  This allows him to move forward, not 
as the world would judge it, but as the Father does.   

 When we learn the ways of the enemy and gain some ability to 
identify when they are being used on us so that we can firmly reject 
them, we also move forward.  Not forward as the world would judge, 
forward. Rather forward, toward Jesus, toward the Father, toward 
salvation.  The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.  This is your time of 
fulfillment.  Reject what gets in the way of that fulfillment and reach 
out toward the one in whom we find our total fulfillment, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 

 


