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 Our Gospel passage for today opens in the middle of a story. Two 

disciples have just rushed back from Emmaus to report that they had 

spend the afternoon walking and talking with the Risen Jesus.  They 

only became aware of that it was Him when, at the end of the journey, 

He broke bread with them as He had at what we call the Last Supper.  

Today’s Gospel passage picks up the story from here as Jesus suddenly 

appears in their midst. 

 In this passage from the Gospel of Luke, some of the basic 

skepticism toward the resurrection of Jesus is directly confronted.  Is He 

a ghost?  No, he showed the disciples that he had flesh and bones and 

that he could still eat food.  But what of those who would not 

experience his risen body first hand, how were they to become 

convinced and believe?  By the power of his veiled or spiritual 

presence.  The two disciples felt it as he spoke about the scriptures and 

in the Eucharist.  The first converts felt it in the power of the Apostles 

preaching, which wasn’t just persuasive words, but the Holy Spirit 

touching hearts and minds.  This is still true today, and is still the 

primary path to faith today.   

 Just as we come to faith by allowing our hearts and minds to be 

touched buy the Spirit and power of the Risen Lord just as it has been 

from the beginning, so also is faith destroyed in the same ways it has 

from the beginning.  Skepticism and preconceptions and arrogant 

convictions that we have things pretty well figured out and this story is 

just too farfetched to be believed.  Anything that leads us away from 

the Lord is not from the Lord and that includes our doubt, skepticism, 

and arrogant proclamations about what has to be true.  They need to 

be recognized for what they are and firmly rejected. 
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 As were the first disciples, we are called to be witnesses of the 

Risen Lord and the incredible power he has to change lives for the 

better and, more importantly, the greatest part of that “change for the 

better” is eternal life..  As St. Peter points out in our first reading we 

must be converted that our sins may be wiped away.    And as St. John 

says in the Second reading, Jesus Christ is the expiation, the reparation 

and atonement for our sins, but only if we know him and live as he 

lived.  But we are liars if say we know him but do not follow his 

commandments.  But we all sin.  It seems we are caught in a catch 22.   

 First, we continue to acknowledge our sins.  Pretending that we 

are not sinners would be the greatest lie of all.  Second, we beg the 

Lord’s forgiveness and his help to stop sinning.  After all, He has the real 

power to conquer sin, not us.  Also, we mark the progress we have 

already made because we belong to the Lord.  I know I am still a sinner, 

but I would be a far worse, far more cavalier a sinner if the Lord’s 

saving power were not already at work within me.  And that is 

something that can be acknowledged to skeptics and nonbelievers.  We 

may not be perfect, but we are certainly better people than we would 

be without Christ.  And lastly, even in the midst of our failures, we 

never stop trying to conquer our sins.  We rely on the Lord’s help and 

we never give up.  

 We are the frail and flawed earthen vessels that carry an 

unfathomable treasure to others.  Our weakness allows the power, 

glory and immeasurable love of the Lord to show all the more clearly as 

His power and not ours.  And that’s the way the Lord intends it. 

  

  


