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My sister, who is 12 years older than I am and was in many ways 

my second mom, married early and settled in Xenia, OH.  One of my 

favorite summer activities growing up was going with my sister to the 

Green County Fair.  Anyone who has not experienced a county fair 

should make a point of taking a day and doing the entire fair experience 

at least once.  It can give you a whole new appreciation for the 

agricultural imagery used in the Bible.  For example, in today’s Gospel 

when Jesus speaks of himself as the good shepherd, I can picture in my 

mind the many tasks and the hard work it takes to tend sheep.  Making 

sure they have feed, water and clean beading, cleaning out their stalls, 

keeping them out of trouble.  And if you are raising sheep to show, the 

work is compounded exponentially, because the shepherd has to 

groom them to look good as well.  

Those experiences at the Green County fair also let me know that 

being compared to a sheep isn’t entirely flattering.  To my way of 

thinking, the stench of a sheep barn is second only to that of a pig barn.  

They also tend to spook very easily.  Any loud noise or sudden 

movement near them can drive them into a panic, causing them to 

jump on top of each other or try to jump over the railings, sometimes 

causing injury to themselves or the other sheep.  I’ve also heard stories 

that they can be stubborn, and when they decide they want something, 

like that bit of grass on the other side of the fence, they can be willful 

and single minded in pursuing it to the point of their own harm or even 

death. 

The sweet, gentle, fluffy lamb may not be all of what Jesus had in 

mind when he compared up to sheep.  Messy, easily spooked, willful, 

stubborn and foolish have to be factored in as well.  All the same, Jesus 

is our Good Shepherd. Despite our stupidity, our stubbornness and 
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fear, he loves us and cares for us. He offers what is good for us, even 

when we refuse it or want to do something else. The Good Shepherd, 

Jesus tells us, has a personal relationship with each of his flock. He 

stays with us in the midst of danger and hardship, covid being one of 

the latest proofs of that. He will not abandon us. He watches over us. 

He gently calls us when we begin to stray, and seeks us out when we 

are lost. 

Sometimes, if we think about it, we can experience the Lord in 

these terms. And yet, there may be other times when the Lord seems 

absent; we look around and we can’t see him. There are all sorts of 

voices calling us, but we don’t recognize his voice.  We feel lost, and 

there is no one, including God, it seems, to show us the way.  At times 

like these, I think Jesus’ description of himself as the Good Shepherd, 

with all that that entails, can be reassuring to us that the Lord will 

never abandon us.  He will protect us even though we may not see or 

hear him. 

Why don’t we see the Lord or hear his voice in those darkest of 

times? Because the grief is too raw, too deep, or the pain and 

brokenness to severe. Once we begin to recover some, we will know 

that the Lord was the one who began and continues that healing.  

Another reason is that, like sheep, if the food and water show up in 

front of us, we don’t care where it comes from.  Fat, dumb and happy, 

we don’t bother to look around to see who is taking care of us.  It’s 

only when we find ourselves in some kind of trouble do we start 

looking around for someone to help us, someone to fix the problem. 

To correct this we need to be people, not sheep and take notice 

of that one figure who is always there, hear the one voice that is 

always speaking our best interests and voicing words of comfort and 
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encouragement.  We need to notice that there is a shepherd and that 

He is good and that he loves us very much.  He knows each of us by 

name.  We can trust this shepherd.  He has laid down his life for us.  

He knows what we need.  He knows how to bring us safely home.  We 

come to recognize the Good Shepherd through the Bible, the 

Sacraments and through prayer.  And then we can pick out His voice 

from the many competing voices of our noisy world and follow Him to 

safe pastures in this life and eternal joy.  

 


